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Introduction to this Study

It may seem strange to study six books of the bible at the same time; however, as we shall 
see, for the sake of time and to avoid confusion, studying these books together actually 
makes good sense and is logical mainly because many of the events covered in the books 
overlap and are repeated, albeit from diff erent perspectives.

Author:  Th e books do not mention their authors specifi cally, but the authors seem to have 
had fi rsthand knowledge of all of the events.

Dates: 1 Samuel covers the timeframe of approximately 1120 BC (the approx. birth of 
Samuel) to 1010 BC, which is the recorded year of Saul’s death and David’s accession to 
the throne.

2 Samuel covers from 1010 BC to 970 BC, which is the 40 year reign of David as king. 1 
Kings covers from 970 BC to approximately 850 BC and describes the time of Solomon’s 
reign through Ahaziah’s reign. 2 Kings covers from approximately 850 BC to 560 BC and 
describes the time from Ahaziah’s reign to the release of Jehoiachin in Babylon.

1 Chronicles dates can best be understood from the following diagram:

1120 BC    1010 BC     970 BC

1 Samuel 2 Samuel

1–30 31 5–10 11–20 21–24

(1 Chron 1–9 is Genealogies in the period 
covered by ½ Samuel and ½ Kings)

1 Chron
10

1 Chron 
11–19

1 Chron 
20–29

2 Chronicles covers the timeframe of Solomon’s reign through the fall of Judah and then 
briefl y mentions the authorization of the return of the exiles under Cyrus I of Persia in 
539 BC.

Geography: See back for a map of the area.

Th is study will show us the move from the nation of Israel ruled by God to the demand 
for a King and the results of the request including the turmoil that results and how God 
prepares the people for the coming of Himself as King one day. Th is study will help us 
as we consider the consequences of our actions and will help us to search our hearts for 
evidence we are following the right leaders for our lives.
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Geography of 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles

Courtesy of Logos Bible Software, www.logos.com
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LESSON ONE:
A Contrast of Families 
1 Samuel 1–3, 1 Chronicles 1–9

Have you ever noticed that families come in every form, shape, and size? Some families 
consist of one person while others consist of many. Some families have children and some 
don’t. Some families have many generations living all at one time and others have only 
their own generation. Regardless of the makeup of the family, each family has traits that 
indicate the values, beliefs, and traditions of that family. A person needs only to watch the 
family in action to determine what is truly important.

In this lesson, we will meet two very diff erent families. One consists of a polygamist and 
his two wives. Th e other will be the family of the high priest of Israel at the end of the 
days of the judges. From our study, we will ask questions about the values, beliefs, and 
traditions of the diff erent families and we will seek to ask in which family we would want 
to be included and which we would like to emulate.

Describe a family that you have known, other than your own, that showed values, beliefs, 
or traditions that you consider important and positive:

Consider It

Why is it important to mention that Hannah had no children? (1:1–2)1. 

What did Elkanah’s religious activity reveal about him? (1:3–5)2. 

What was the relationship between Peninah and Hannah? (1:6–7)3. 

How did Elkanah respond to Hannah’s sorrow? (1:8)4. 

What did the actions and words of Hannah reveal about her? (1:9–13)5. 
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Why did Eli rebuke Hannah? (1:13–14)6. 

What did Eli’s response indicate about his character? (1:14–17)7. 

How did Hannah respond to Eli and why? (1:18)8. 

Why did Hannah name her son Samuel? (1:19–20)9. 

What did Hannah do with Samuel? (1:21–28)10. 

What did this reveal about Hannah’s trust in God? (1:21–28)11. 

What did Hannah praise God for in her song in the following verses:12. 
a. 2:3
b. 2:6
c. 2:7
d. 2:8
e. 2:9

What did Hannah’s song reveal about the true state of her home? (2:1–10)13. 

How were Eli’s sons described in 2:12? Why is this important? (2:12)14. 

What sins were Eli’s sons committing? (2:13-17, 22-25)15. 

How was Hannah rewarded for her faithfulness in keeping her vow? (2:18–21)16. 

What was the man of God’s warning to Eli? (2:27-36)17. 

How did Samuel diff er from Eli and his sons? (3:1–21)18. 

Why did Samuel think Eli was calling him? (3:5, 6, 8)19. 
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Comprehend It

How did Elkanah’s family show the wisdom of God in telling the people not 1. 
to have more than one wife?

What other Old Testament fi gures had more than one wife up to this point?2. 

What was the result of their choices?3. 

Which family would you expect to show obedience and worship of God, 4. 
Elkanah or Samuel? Why?

How could Hannah continue to pray year after year for God to provide her a 5. 
son in the midst of her torment by Peninah?

Did Eli understand what God was up to with Hannah? Why?6. 

What did this reveal about how God worked with the people then?7. 

What do you think the journey home was like for Elkanah, Hannah and 8. 
Peninah after leaving Samuel with Eli at the tabernacle?

How did Hannah show faith in keeping her vow?9. 

Why did Hannah sing a song of thanksgiving AFTER giving Samuel to 10. 
Eli?

Why were Eli’s sons priests?11. 

Who would have known about the sins of Hophni and Phinehas?12. 

How would this have contributed to the description of 3:1?13. 
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Why did Eli not discipline his sons?14. 

What did this cost Eli and his family?15. 

Was this right for God or was it too harsh? Why?16. 

Why did it take Eli so long to realize it was God calling Samuel?17. 

What did Elkanah’s family value?18. 

What did Eli’s family value?19. 

Read 1 Chronicles 1–9 and list any names of people you recognize. Why does 20. 
God put chronologies like this in the Bible? Why are they important?

Connect It

What values does my family communicate to others both inside and outside 1. 
the church?

How can I ensure that my family communicates the right values to others?2. 

What are you struggling with the most in your life right now? How can you 3. 
follow Hannah’s example in dealing with this situation?

Taking that situation, imagine God answering your need and write Hannah’s 4. 
prayer of Th anksgiving from your perspective on your struggle or need.

Pray and ask God for His help beginning right now to show others a true 5. 

picture of what God would have you and/or your family to be.
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LESSON TWO:
God Is the Most Powerful King 

1 Samuel 4–7

If you are a football fan, you will no doubt know that the fl eet–footed, now–you–see–
them–now–you–don’t running backs of today were not always the norm. One of the best 
unknown running backs of all time was Robert Newhouse. He played for the Dallas 
Cowboys in the height of their glory days. Th is was a time when the Super Bowl really 
was up for grabs and no one really knew who would win.

What made Robert Newhouse a truly great athlete was not his speed, his agility or his 
ability to elude tacklers. What made Robert Newhouse truly great was his power. He 
would run right at a linebacker and run them over rather than be tackled. He would tuck 
his head, pump his powerful legs and lead with his helmet and shoulders to drive right 
through a potential tackler.

Sadly, Robert Newhouse had another running back to contend with in his struggle to be a 
primary off ensive weapon with the Dallas Cowboys. His name was Tony Dorsett. Dorsett 
was just the opposite of Newhouse. He would run away from tacklers and would cut, zig, 
and zag his way around tacklers and would outrun them into the end zone. He would set 
rushing records as his off ensive line opened up the road for his speed and agility.

So what does this have to do with God and the Israelites? Th e Cowboys decided they 
liked the fl ashiness of Dorsett’s running instead of the steady progress of Newhouse. Th ey 
wanted to be able to please the fans rather than continue to win football games on smash 
mouth, power football. Ultimately, Dallas faded from the powerhouse they had been, 
Dorsett went on to Denver and then to bankruptcy and everyone forgot about Robert 
Newhouse. Th is is similar to the situation that was developing in Israel. In Chapters 4–7 
of 1 Samuel, we see the steady power of God. Th e people had a choice to follow God and 
continue to move forward at His pace or to look to the fl ashiness of an earthly king that 
would please the people and cause the nations around them to tremble.

Describe a time when you traded in something that was working for something that 
looked better or fl ashier. What was the result?



Dr. Jack M. Jacob

6

Consider It

What was missing from the battle plans of the Israelites? (4:1–4)1. 

What was the result? (4:1–4)2. 

Who brought the Ark to Shiloh? (4:4)3. 

Why is this an important detail? (4:4)4. 

In what way did the Philistines show more faith in God than the Israelites? 5. 
(4:5–8)

How was the man of God’s prophecy fulfi lled from 2:34? (4:9–11)6. 

Why was Eli unsettled during the battle? (4:13)7. 

What does this tell us about the heart of Eli? (4:13)8. 

What does Ichabod mean? (4:19–22)9. 

How did God show His power to the Philistines? (5:1–5)10. 

With what did God judge the Philistines? (5:6–12)11. 

What was miraculous about the return of the Ark to Israel? (6:1–12)12. 

How did the Israelites respond to the return of the Ark? (6:13–18)13. 

Why did God judge some of the Beth–Shemites? (6:19–21)14. 

What prerequisites did Samuel set for the people before God would protect 15. 
them? (7:1–3)
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How did the people respond? (7:4–6)16. 

How did God honor His word before the people? (7:7–11)17. 

Samuel set up a stone and called it Ebenezer. What does this mean? (7:12–18. 
14)

How did God rule over the Israelites during this time? (7:15–17)19. 

Comprehend It

Place the following steps in the right order from this story:1. 
a. Man’s plans
b. God’s input
c. Bad results
d. Man’s actions
e. God’s actions

What should the order be and why?2. 

In verse 3, the people asked themselves why God had not fought for them. Who 3. 
should they have been asking and why?

Why did the Ark not bring about the victory the people had hoped for?4. 

How do we try to get God to bless our plans like they did?5. 

Contrast the attitude of the Philistines towards God with the attitude of the 6. 
Israelites.

a. Philistines
b. Israelites

Why did the Philistines add gold to the cart when they sent it back to the 7. 
Israelites?
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If you were one of the Philistine lords following the Ark back to Israel, how 8. 
would you have reacted to all that happened?

How did the Israelites fi nally get things right in chapter 7?9. 

What was the result of doing things God’s way?10. 

If you were alive during this time, how would you have responded after seeing 11. 
all that had taken place?

Would you have fi t in with those that lived back then? Why or why not?12. 

What overall lesson should have been learned from this event?13. 

Was it learned? How do you know?14. 

Connect It

Describe a time when you tried to get God to bless your plans instead of asking 1. 
Him for His.

How did things turn out?2. 

How can you learn to follow God’s plan fi rst instead of when all else fails?3. 

What are you dealing with this week that this lesson might apply to?4. 

What are going to do about what you have learned?5. 

Pray and ask God to help you to carry out the plan from number 5.6. 

When possible, write down the results of the situation and share it with 7. 

someone.
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LESSON THREE:
You Asked For It, You Got It… 

1 Samuel 8–11

In the Walt Disney fi lm, Aladdin, the bad guy is an evil sorcerer named Jafar. He is the 
typical I–want–to–be–more–powerful–than–anyone–else–on–earth kind of villain we 
expect in a movie of this type. In the movie, Jafar gains control of a magic lamp with a 
genie that grants three wishes to the person that has possession of the lamp and demands 
it. In the fi nal struggle of the picture, Jafar has already wished to become the Sultan of 
Agraba and to rule from on high, which results in the city begin placed high up on a 
mountain and Jafar taking over the throne, but this is not enough. He next wishes to be 
the most powerful sorcerer in the world. Of course, the genie grants the request, as he is 
required to do, although reluctantly. Aladdin uses Jafar’s greed for power and insecurity 
to trick him into his fi nal wish. He tells Jafar he will always be second best because the 
genie granted his powers and can take them away once his three wishes are exhausted 
and the lamp passes on to a new owner (like Aladdin). Jafar makes his fi nal wish to be 
an all–powerful genie and the wish is granted. What Jafar doesn’t realize is that with the 
phenomenal cosmic powers he is granted comes the same eternity of servitude to various 
masters that the present genie is undergoing. Aladdin tells him, “You wanted to be a genie 
and you got it…and everything that comes with it!”

In our lesson today, the Israelites are in a similar circumstance. While they are not rubbing 
a lamp and making wishes, they are demanding a king. Until this point, God has been 
their King, but this is no longer good enough. Th ey want a king! Well, they are going to 
get a king…and everything that comes with it.

Describe a time when you asked for something and got it, but did not realize all that 
would come with it.

Consider It

What excuse did the people use for requesting a king? (8:1–5)1. 
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Why was Samuel displeased with their request? (8:6–9)2. 

How did God respond to their request? (8:9)3. 

What specifi c things did Samuel warn the people would happen if they had a 4. 
king over them? (8:11–18)

How did the people respond to Samuel’s warnings? (8:18–22)5. 

How was Saul’s father described? (9:1)6. 

Who had more faith: Saul or his servant? Why? (9:5–10)7. 

When God was giving Samuel instructions for the selection of the king, how 8. 
does this sound like the book of Judges? (9:15–18)

What special treatment did Samuel give to Saul to indicate the position he 9. 
would hold? (9:19–27; 10:1)

Samuel told Saul of all that he would face on his journey back home. He told 10. 
him he would be changed into another man. What did Samuel mean? (10:2–6, 
10–12)

How was Saul to act as king according to 10:7? (10:7)11. 

Did Saul, as king, still face limitations and instructions?  If so, what? (10:8)12. 

How was Saul identifi ed to the people as king? (10:17–21)13. 

When the Ammonites came to challenge some of Israel to war, how did the 14. 
people respond? (11:1–7)

What was the result of the battle? (11:8–11)15. 
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Comprehend It

Just like Eli’s sons, Samuel’s sons did not follow God even though their father 1. 
was the fi rst and greatest of all the prophets. What does this tell us about some 
of the circumstances we face in life?

When the people refused to listen to Samuel, who were they actually 2. 
refusing?

Along the way, we see some insights into the character of Saul. Describe the 3. 
character of Saul from the following verses (take the verses in context):

a. 9:5
b. 10:16
c. 10:22
d. 10:27
e. 11:13

How was God’s call of Saul similar to the raising up of judges?4. 

Why did God not just call Saul as a judge?5. 

Saul was given freedom to “do for yourself as the occasion requires” (10:7). 6. 
How is this similar to our accepting God’s call on our lives to follow Jesus as 
Savior and Lord?

In the very next verse, Saul was given some limitations on that freedom. How 7. 
is that also like us?

Why was Saul plowing in a fi eld with oxen when he had been anointed king?8. 

According to chapter 11, did the people really want a king to rule over them? 9. 
Why or why not?

Why did Saul not kill those that had opposed his being made king over 10. 
them?
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Consider It

What the Israelites really needed was to repent from forgetting God, but instead 1. 
they asked for a king to shift the focus off  of themselves and their own sin. 
What sins are you struggling with right now? Are you accepting responsibility 
or are you attempting to blame it on others?

What does this tell us about our responsibility, their responsibility and God’s 2. 
responsibility?

When have you made a decision to deliberately disobey God because it looked 3. 
promising and you thought it would be preferable to following His way? What 
was the result?

What should you have done?4. 

Th e Israelites should have been following God as king, but chose to follow 5. 
another. What other “king” has your attention right now?

What will you do about it based on this lesson?6. 

When sin leads to bad circumstances in your life, do you repent or do you 7. 
blame God?

What specifi c area of your life needs to change because you did not realize 8. 
everything that would come with the choices you have made?

Pray and ask for God’s help to repent of these choices.9. 
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LESSON FOUR:
A Short-Term King in Long-Term Trouble 

1 Samuel 12–16

I wonder how many people have heard of Monk and Neagle or Ed Th ompson. Th ese 
names might not be familiar to you, but they certainly are to me. Th ese names are the 
names of Christian musicians that rose to the top with one song, but never did anything 
else of mention. In the music industry, we refer to them as one–hit wonders. In our lesson 
today, Saul proves to be a short–term king. He goes from God’s anointed to God’s rejected 
in a few easy steps. While you may want to get caught up in the some of the story that 
is familiar, we must not overlook the overall message: to serve God for the long haul 
requires diligence, perseverance and a genuine desire to keep short accounts on our sin 
with Him.

Describe a time when you started out to do something only to give up after a short 
time.

Consider It

Why was Samuel so concerned with the people’s assessment of his ministry? 1. 
(12:1–5)

Why did Samuel remind the Israelites of their past? (12:6–12)2. 

What warning did Samuel give the Israelites concerning their king and 3. 
themselves? (12:13–15)

Were the people truly repentant when God sent the storm? Why or why not? 4. 
(12:16–22)
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Why did Saul gather an army? (13:1–4)5. 

How did the people react to Saul’s military leadership the fi rst time? (13:5–7)6. 

What was wrong with Saul off ering the sacrifi ce? (13:8–12)7. 

What was Saul’s punishment for off ering the sacrifi ce? (13:13–14)8. 

Why did God specifi cally mention no weapons for the Israelites? (13:15–23)9. 

In what ways did Jonathan show the courage and commitment Saul should 10. 
have shown? (14:1–6)

How did people respond to Jonathan’s leadership? (14:7–14)11. 

How did God bring about the victory over the Philistines? (14:15–23)12. 

Why was Saul’s oath foolish? (14:26–46)13. 

How did Saul’s oath aff ect the people and their loyalty to him? (14:45–46)14. 

What bad decision did Saul make next? (15:1–9)15. 

What was Saul’s punishment? (15:10–32)16. 

How did Samuel carry out God’s command for Saul? (15:33–35)17. 

Why did God send Samuel to Jesse? (16:1–3)18. 

How did Samuel’s criteria and God’s criteria diff er when it came to selecting 19. 
a king? (16:4–13)
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How did God place David in a situation to learn how to rule and reign? 20. 
(16:14–23)

Comprehend It

How did Samuel compare to Eli from 1–11? His sons?1. 

How did Samuel compare to Saul?2. 

Why is this distinction necessary?3. 

How do you know the diff erence between those that are genuine in following 4. 
God and those that are not?

Why did Saul off er the sacrifi ce even though he knew he was not allowed?5. 

Does this seem like God made a mistake with Saul? Why or why not?6. 

Where did Jonathan learn to exhibit the skills God wanted?7. 

How did God deliver the Israelites from the Philistines? Why is this 8. 
important?

Does Saul seem to be a situational follower of God? Why or why not?9. 

What ultimately cost Saul the kingdom?10. 

What does this tell you about church leaders and the standards to which they 11. 
are held?

Did God change his mind about making Saul king? Why or why not and why 12. 
is this really important?
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Just like Joseph being sold into slavery and ending up in Egypt to save his 13. 
brothers, God uses a bad situation to put David in Saul’s court. Why would 
God want David in Saul’s court?

Saul reigned two years and lost the kingdom. David will reign for many years. 14. 
What does this tell us about God’s requirements for leaders?

What character qualities do we see come out in David?15. 

Connect It

Based on the contrast between Samuel and Eli, what needs to change in your 1. 
life right now to make sure that you line up on God’s side of the fi ght?

Based on the contrast between Saul and David, what needs to change in your 2. 
life right now to make sure that you line up on God’s side of the fi ght?

What specifi c action will you take this week to become more like Samuel and 3. 
less like Saul?



17

LESSON FIVE:
A “Man after God’s Own Heart” in the Making 

1 Samuel 17–21

Have you ever played any sports, learned to play an instrument, or been involved in 
learning a craft or trade? Chances are good that you have been involved in one of these 
endeavors and chances are even better that you know what it takes to become good at it. 
As I am writing this lesson, my family has been watching the Olympic Games. We have 
watched as some of the competitors have done excellently and others have not done so well. 
What makes the diff erence for these athletes? In some cases, it is athleticism. For others 
it is genetics. For others it is their experience, but the common factor for all champions 
in every Olympic Games is preparation. Without practicing and being coached, these 
athletes would be sitting home watching the Olympics like I am. If that is true in sports, 
employment, school, and other areas of life, what about the spiritual life? What about our 
relationship with God? Th is needs preparation and work to improve as well.

Describe a time when you prepared to do something and did very well. Include any 
recognition you received for your eff orts.

Consider It

Why were the people of Israel just standing by and watching Goliath day after 1. 
day? (17:1–11)

How did David end up being at the battle lines that day? (17:12–20)2. 

How long did this standoff  continue? (17:16)3. 

What incentives had Saul off ered for someone to defeat Goliath? (17:25–27)4. 
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Why did David volunteer to fi ght Goliath? (17:31–37)5. 

How did Saul try to prepare David for battle? (17:38–39)6. 

How did David prepare himself for battle? (17:40–47)7. 

What was the result of the battle? (17:48–58)8. 

After the battle with Goliath, how did God prepare David next to become 9. 
king? (18:1–2)

How did service to Saul prepare David to become king? (18:3–9)10. 

Why was Saul suspicious of David? (18:9–12)11. 

How did this bad situation prepare David to become king? (18:13–30)12. 

How does God use a potential enemy of David’s to save his life and become 13. 
his closest friend? (19:1–7)

Why did Saul continually try to take David’s life? (19:8–17)14. 

When Saul went to look for David at Naioth, what happened to him? (19:18–15. 
24)

How did Jonathan save David’s life in chapter 20? (20:1–42)16. 

What promise did David make to Jonathan concerning his future family? 17. 
(20:14–15)

How did God use Ahimelech, the priest, to care for David in his distress? 18. 
(21:1–6)

How did David’s faith begin to waver? (21:1–2, 8, 12–15)19. 
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How did God save David from his enemies? (21:13–15)20. 

Comprehend It

How did the incentives Saul gave David for slaying Goliath prepare him to be 1. 
king?

How did word of David’s inquiry reach Saul’s ears?2. 

What does this tell us about the true situation along the battle lines of Israel’s 3. 
army?

Why did Saul not go fi ght Goliath?4. 

Saul attempted to fi t David with his armor. What did this indicate about where 5. 
Saul was placing his trust?

How did this example aff ect the others?6. 

What does the result of the battle with Goliath reveal about God’s character 7. 
and what He expects of us?

What reaction should Saul have had to David’s success? Why?8. 

Why did God continue to give David success?9. 

Were David and Jonathan strange allies? Why or why not?10. 

God used Saul to prophesy even in his fallen state. What does this tell us about 11. 
preachers or even those that are serving in the church? Ourselves?

In chapter 20, Jonathan chose friendship with David over loyalty to his father. 12. 
Why?

What does this tell us about the character of Jonathan?13. 
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How did this help to prepare David to become king?14. 

Why would Jonathan make a deal with David to basically give away the throne 15. 
he himself should inherit?

When God provided for David through Ahimelech, what did this teach David 16. 
about being king?

Was this important? Why or why not?17. 

Why did David run to the land of Philistines?18. 

What did this indicate about David’s heart at this time?19. 

How should have David responded to threats from Saul?20. 

Why was David not king when he has already been anointed?21. 

What does this teach us about God’s plans for our lives?22. 

Apply It

In 1 Corinthians 12:12, Paul tells the Corinthians that God places people in 1. 
the body of Christ for a reason. What is your reason?

Take a long look at your life this week. How is God preparing you to serve 2. 
Him?

What will you do this week to indicate to God your desire to fulfi ll that 3. 
purpose?
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LESSON SIX:
The Transfer of Power from Saul to David 

1 Samuel 22–23

When I was in the Navy, we had a special device that kept our ship from losing power in 
the case of an attack. While I do not understand all of its function, I do understand its 
purpose. It was designed to transfer power quickly from one source of power to another 
in the case of the failure of the primary power source. Many computers and sensitive 
equipment use a similar, although smaller device, to make sure they are not damaged 
by a sudden loss of power. In our lesson today, we see the transfer of power from Saul to 
David. Th is power was transferred slowly and progressed from the spiritual to the social 
to the governmental. Th is was the process whereby God made sure that Israel was not 
left without a leader until David was ready to take over. It was also the means by which 
God protected both David and Israel from destruction while Saul’s infl uence was slowly 
dying out as the leader over the nation. In some ways, it seems too slow, but in other ways 
it seems too fast, but according to God’s plans it is just right.

Describe a time when you had to take over some new responsibility.

Was the takeover slow or quick?

What did you learn in the process?

Consider It

Who gathered to David at the cave of Adullam? (22:1–2)1. 

How did David protect his parents from being attacked by Saul? (22:3–4)2. 

What had Saul used to secure the loyalty of the Benjamites? (22:7–8)3. 
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Why was Saul upset with the Benjamites? (22:7–8)4. 

Where was Doeg from? (22:9–10)5. 

Why was Saul mad at the priests of Nob? (22:11–13)6. 

How did Ahimelech defend his actions? (22:14–15)7. 

How did Saul take revenge against the priests of Nob? (22:16–19)8. 

Why did David’s men hesitate to follow him into battle? (23:3)9. 

How did David convince them to go? (23:4)10. 

How did David determine whether or not he would help Keilah? (23:1–14)11. 

Who did God honor? David or Saul? (23:14)12. 

How did Jonathan show faith in God? (23:16–18)13. 

Who did the people of Ziph side with in the end? (23:15–29)14. 

Comprehend It

What did David learn from those that joined him at Adullam?1. 

How did this further prepare David to lead Israel?2. 

Why did David feel as if he needed to protect his parents from Saul?3. 

What does this tell us about what David thought of Saul’s character?4. 
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How did this interaction with another national leader prepare David to be 5. 
king?

Why is it signifi cant that Doeg the Edomite played such a signifi cant role at 6. 
this point?

Why would the men of Benjamin not obey Saul’s order to kill the priests?7. 

Compared to how Saul got his start, how far had Saul fallen from his original 8. 
walk with God? (See 1 Samuel 10)

How did David’s method of determining his military action diff er from Saul?9. 

How did leading the army help prepare David to be the leader of God’s 10. 
people?

Why was this important?11. 

Why did the men of Ziph tell Saul where David was hiding?12. 

Why did the men of Ziph warn David of Saul’s coming?13. 

What did this uncertainty indicate about the people of Israel during this 14. 
confl ict?

In what ways was the nation in need of a strong, unifi ed kingdom?15. 

Connect It

What signifi cant events has God used to move you from one stage of life to 1. 
another? List them below:
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Based on where you are now and what God has done, how do you see God 2. 
using you in the future?

How can you commit yourself to God to see that future through?3. 

Write a prayer below asking God to help you carry through on the task He 4. 
has for you.
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LESSON SEVEN:
Allowing God’s Character to Shine Through 

1 Samuel 24–26

Have you ever known anyone that really showed you God’s character in their everyday 
activities? I am not talking about the person that puts on the show because they know you 
are watching. Th at person can be any one of a million. I am talking about the few people 
in our lives that pretty closely show us how God would react and act in a situation and do 
so consistently. I know of such a person.

Th is lady was well into her eighties when I met her. She was a German Mennonite lady 
that came to visit our church and stayed because she said she felt God’s spirit at work. 
She was a great prayer warrior and would come before the morning services and pray with 
me over the building and over the services and over my message. She was very careful 
with every word she chose, whether in prayer or in conversation and she always had an 
encouraging word for anyone that was near. Th e only time I ever heard her get cross with 
anyone was with a person that was living in sin and she was begging them to repent and 
then rebuked them for refusing after numerous requests.

We all need godly people in our lives to set examples for us and to call us to higher 
standards than we would achieve otherwise. In this week’s lesson, we see David as he 
exhibits godly character in a very ungodly situation. We would do well to study his life in 
this situation and purpose in our hearts to emulate it.

Describe a godly person that you have had the privilege of knowing:

Consider It

How many men did Saul take with him to pursue David? (24:1–2)1. 

What advice did David’s men give him? (24:4)2. 

What did David do when given the opportunity to kill Saul? (24:3–7)3. 
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How did David set the example for his men in this situation? (24:7)4. 

How did David defend himself to Saul? (24:8–12)5. 

What was David depending on for deliverance? (24:15)6. 

How did Saul react to David sparing his life? (24:16–22)7. 

Why did David get angry with Nabal? (25:2–13)8. 

Why did David back away from the oath he took concerning Nabal? (25:18-9. 
38)

What happened to Nabal? (25:38)10. 

Why did David not kill Saul when he had the chance and Saul broke his word 11. 
about pursuing David? (26:1–20)

To whom did David turn for his deliverance from the hand of Saul? (26:23–12. 
24)

What blessing did Saul give to David? (26:25)13. 

Comprehend It

Would David have been justifi ed in killing Saul? Why or why not?1. 

What does David’s pang of conscience reveal about his character?2. 

How did David respect God over the situation?3. 

Did David have a right to claim he was righteous? Why or why not?4. 



Followers of God or Followers of Men

27 

Based on chapter 26, was Saul’s reaction to David sparing his life genuine?5. 

How did David’s actions towards Saul compare to Saul’s intention for David?6. 

Which of these men refl ect God’s character? Why?7. 

How did God keep David from sinning against Him with Nabal?8. 

How did David’s reaction to Abigail diff er from Saul’s reaction to Jonathan?9. 

What does this reveal about David’s character? Saul’s character?10. 

Is consistency important for a follower of God? Why or why not?11. 

Connect It

Have you ever gotten “godly advice” that later turned out to be ungodly? 1. 
Describe it.

Which example would you want to follow? Saul or David? Why?2. 

Ask someone this week to tell you in what way they most see God’s character 3. 
in you. Write the person’s name and their response below:

Would you have chosen this attribute for yourself? Why or why not?4. 

What specifi c area of your life do you feel needs the most attention to become 5. 
more like God?

What will you do this week to work towards that goal?6. 
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LESSON EIGHT:
Days of the Living Dead 

1 Samuel 27–30

Every ten or so years, Hollywood releases another ridiculous fi lm related to the theme of 
those that have died, but for some reason or another come back from the dead to walk the 
earth with nothing but evil intentions for the rest of their lives (deaths? Or whatever it 
is supposed to be). While I do not advocate watching any of these movies for spiritual as 
well as intellectual reasons, it is strange that we have such a fascination.

In our lesson today, Saul is still walking around looking like a king, but the kingdom 
has been taken away from him. He is walking around like God’s anointed, but God’s 
anointing is gone. In 1 Samuel 28:15, Saul tells Samuel (who is also back from the dead) 
that he knows God has left him, yet he is still trying to fi nd out what God wants him to 
do. Simply put, what God wants Saul to do is die and pass the kingdom over to David. 
He is about to do this, but fi rst we have to see the ugly, B movie, death scene. Saul can’t 
just give up. He has to stumble around acting ridiculously as if everything is still okay.

Many people do that today. Th ey are dead spiritually, but they are still going through the 
motions as if everything is fi ne. If you ask them, they will tell you everything is fi ne. If 
you were to watch them at school, work or play, they would seem as if they were having a 
good time, while, in fact, they are slowly dying. We, who are truly alive, have a mission 
to help them see that they can live. We will explain as we study.

Describe a time when you were doing something only to fi nd out you were doing it wrong 
or you were doing something that did not need to be done:

How did you feel when you realized you had just wasted your time and eff ort?

Consider It

Why did David fl ee to the Philistines? (27:1)1. 
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How did God provide for David at Gath? (27:5–6)2. 

How long did David live with the Philistines? (27:7)3. 

What was David doing while staying with the Philistines? (27:8–11)4. 

How does 1 Samuel 28:1–2 create tension in this story? (28:1–2)5. 

Why were there no more mediums in Israel? (28:3)6. 

How did Saul react to the Philistines gathered for war? (28:5)7. 

How do we know God had completely left Saul by this point? (28:6)8. 

Did Saul know this? (28:15)9. 

To whom did Saul turn next? (28:7)10. 

Who did the medium bring up? (28:14)11. 

What did Samuel tell Saul about his situation? (28:16–19)12. 

How did Saul react to the news? (28:20–25)13. 

How did God work out David’s dilemma from chapter 27? (29:1–11)14. 

How did God test David in chapter 30? (30:1–6)15. 

How did David react? (30:6–10)16. 

How did God provide for David as he searched for his family? (30:11–20)17. 
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What confl ict erupted with David and his men as he returned from recapturing 18. 
the spoils the Amalekites had taken? (30:21–25)

How did he handle the situation? (30:26–31)19. 

Comprehend It

Did David lack faith in God by going to Philistia? Why or why not?1. 

What does the amount of time David lived with the Philistines tell us about 2. 
the desperation of Saul?

How did David’s activities in Philistia prove God’s provision for him?3. 

Compare the Saul of 28:7 to the Saul of 28:3. What do you notice?4. 

If Saul had removed all of the mediums, how is it that not only does he fi nd 5. 
one, but his men tell him right away where one can be found?

What does this indicate about the reaction of the men to Saul’s leadership?6. 

What does it mean that Samuel was “brought up”?7. 

Contrast God’s reaction to David and God’s reaction to Saul. What does this 8. 
indicate?

How did David’s reaction to his circumstances diff er from Saul’s?9. 

How did David indicate God had changed his heart?10. 

Was David ready to become king? Why or why not?11. 

What character qualities indicate David was ready to become King?12. 



Followers of God or Followers of Men

31 

Why did David include the men of Judah in the spoils?13. 

Connect It

If you were David and you were called into war against your own people, how 1. 
would you react?

If you were David and you had just returned from seeing God work out one 2. 
problem only to face another one, how would you react?

What changes do you see God has made in your life since you accepted Christ 3. 
as your Savior?

Would you say your relationship with God is living or dead?4. 

How would you know which one applies?5. 

Spend one day this week searching your heart and spending time with God to 6. 
determine how He wants you to grow. Write the results here.
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LESSON NINE:
A Bad End to a Bad Situation 

1 Samuel 31; 1 Chronicles 10

Th ere is a concept that computer users have had to come to grips with in the past few 
decades. Garbage In, Garbage Out. Th is statement means that you cannot expect a 
computer to take bad data and come up with the right answer. I get tickled when I 
see people threatening their computers and muttering to themselves about their stupid 
computers because the computer took the information they gave it and produced the 
programmed result. Many people just can’t accept that they did anything wrong, so the 
computer must be the culprit.

In our lesson today, we come to the end of Saul’s reign as king, and his life. We might 
expect a big hoopla with a coronation for David and Saul passing the torch on to his 
successor, but that would only be our expectation if we had not spent the past weeks 
studying Saul’s character, life, practice and temper. Instead we see a bad end to a very bad 
situation. In this lesson, we will struggle with a very diffi  cult subject that the church has 
often avoided: suicide. While it is not the purpose of the lesson to delve deeply into the 
subject, it is part of the story and it will play a key role in understanding the story as it is 
written.

Can you think of a television or movie star that later died in obscurity or even took his or 
her own life?

What does this tell us about the rest of his or her life?

How could this have been diff erent?

Consider It

Who were the enemies of Israel who fought against them? (1 Samuel 31:1–2)1. 
(1 Chronicles 10:1–2)
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What important event in the history of Israel does this passage describe? (1 2. 
Samuel 31:1–13) (1 Chronicles 10:1–14)

How did the Philistines wound Saul? (1 Samuel 31:3)(1 Chronicles 10:3)3. 

What did Saul want his armor–bearer to do to him? (1 Samuel 31:4)(1 Chronicles 4. 
10:4)

What was the armor–bearer’s response to Saul’s request? (1 Samuel 31:4)(1 5. 
Chronicles 10:4)

Why did Saul’s armor bearer take his own life? (1 Samuel 31:5)(1 Chronicles 6. 
10:5)

What happened to the Israelite towns after Saul killed himself? (1 Samuel 31:7)7. 
(1 Chronicles 10:7)

What did the Philistines do to Saul’s body to celebrate their victory? (1 Samuel 8. 
31:8–10) (1 Chronicles 10:8–10)

Who retrieved the bodies of Saul and his men to give them a decent burial? (1 9. 
Samuel 31:11–12) (1 Chronicles 10:11–12)

Why did Saul die? (1 Chronicles 10:13)10. 

Where had Saul sought guidance during his reign as king? (1 Chronicles 11. 
10:13–14)

What did God do to Saul because of his unfaithfulness? (1 Chronicles 10:14)12. 

Comprehend It

When you compare this passage to Joshua 7, what is the reason for the defeat 1. 
of the Israelites by the Philistines?
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Why did Saul want to commit suicide?2. 

How did Saul’s suicide show a lack of trust in God?3. 

How can a person that has seen God do the things Saul has seen, get to this 4. 
point?

How could Saul have arrived at a diff erent end?5. 

How does the armor bearer’s response to Saul indicate his faith in God?6. 

How is the servant’s taking of his own life diff erent than Saul’s?7. 

How is it the same?8. 

What aff ect did Saul’s suicide have on those around him?9. 

How does this diff er from the times of the Judges with the Philistines?10. 

After seeing what the Philistines did to Saul’s body, was Saul justifi ed in taking 11. 
his own life? Why or why not?

How had Saul’s life aff ected Saul’s death?12. 

Is this a fi tting end to Saul’s life?13. 

Why or why not?14. 

Connect It

What is one thing you can do this week to grow in your love for and loyalty 1. 
to God?
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What would you say to a Christian friend that is contemplating suicide?2. 

How can you respond when thoughts of suicide enter your mind?3. 

Is there anything you can do to head off  those thoughts before they come?4. 

Refl ecting on Saul’s entire life, list at least three things you learned from him 5. 
that you want to avoid in your life:

a.
b.
c.

Pray this week asking God to help you to follow these lessons.6. 



36

LESSON TEN:
Power Changes People…Doesn’t It? 

2 Samuel 1–4, 1 Chronicles 3:1–4a

When I was in High School, I played football and our team had a bad habit. Whenever we 
would win (which we did with fair regularity), we would gloat over our fallen opponents 
after the game was over. Th e longer and more we won, the more arrogant we got until one 
week, when we had lost, the tables were turned on us. Our opponent for the night was 
the team that would go on to win the state championship. Th e game was fairly one–sided. 
Th e result was not in our favor. After the game, the victors sat outside our locker room 
making fun of us and talking about how easily they had defeated us and how we were not 
much of any opposition. We wanted to fi ght! Our coach, who was a Christian, pointed 
out to us that their team was only doing to us what we had done to others. He asked us 
why we felt we had a right to be so upset if that was what was expected of those that win 
a football contest. His point was painful, but accurate. We never jeered an opponent after 
that day.

In our lesson this week, we see David as he is fi nally taking over the throne that he has 
waited so long to have. One might expect David to move in and enjoy the benefi ts of his 
newly acquired power and to change from the humble man that wanted to do what was 
right (even though he failed at times). Instead, we will see how a true man of God responds 
when given a blessing of position and power.

Describe a time when you knew someone that was promoted over you or had a position 
over you and treated you poorly because of it:

How did this make you feel?

What did you think of the person afterward?

(See Map on Last Page for more information on the land during the time of David and 
Ish–Bosheth)
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Consider It

Where had David been while Saul was engaged in his last battle? (2 Samuel 1. 
1:1)

When did David learn about Saul’s death? (2 Samuel 1:2)2. 

What was the appearance and attitude of the messenger who came to David? 3. 
(2 Samuel 1:2)

What news did the messenger bring to David? (2 Samuel 1:3–10)4. 

What question remained in David’s mind even though the messenger said that 5. 
Saul was dead? (2 Samuel 1:5)

What did the messenger take from Saul’s body with the express purpose of 6. 
bringing it to David? (2 Samuel 1:10)

How did David and his men react to the messenger’s story? (2 Samuel 1:11–7. 
12)

How long did David wait before dealing with the messenger? (2 Samuel 8. 
1:12–15)

Who was the messenger? (2 Samuel 1:13)9. 

What did David hold against the Amalekite messenger? (2 Samuel 1:14)10. 

What sentence did David impose on the Amalekite messenger? (2 Samuel 11. 
1:15)

What was David’s reason for executing the messenger? (2 Samuel 1:16)12. 
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What did David do to commemorate Saul and Jonathan’s lives? (2 Samuel 13. 
1:17–27)

How did David indicate his heart had not changed towards the Lord after 14. 
Saul’s death? (2 Samuel 2:1)

Why did David honor the men of Jabesh–Gilead? (2 Samuel 2:4–7)15. 

Who was Ish–Bosheth? (2 Samuel 2:8–11)16. 

What problem did this develop in Israel? (2 Samuel 2:12–17)17. 

How did Asahel demonstrate how desperate things got in Israel quickly? (2 18. 
Samuel 2:18–23)

How did the civil war end? (2 Samuel 2:24–32)19. 

What caused the division between Ish–Bosheth and Abner? (2 Samuel 3:6–20. 
11)

How did Abner react to his falling out with Ish–Bosheth? (2 Samuel 3:12)21. 

What condition did David put on Abner’s change of loyalty? (2 Samuel 3:13–22. 
16)

How did Joab react when he discovered Abner had changed sides? (2 Samuel 23. 
3:17–27)

Why did David curse Joab’s family? (2 Samuel 3:28–30)24. 

How did David show the people his true concern for life and for the people he 25. 
had been given charge over? (2 Samuel 3:31–39)
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How did the people react? (2 Samuel 3:31–39)26. 

How did the cycle of deceit, murder and mayhem continue after Abner’s death? 27. 
(2 Samuel 4:1–8)

How did David react to the latest act of vengeance? (2 Samuel 4:9–12)28. 

Comprehend It

From the reaction of David to the deaths of his enemies, what does this tell 1. 
you about David’s heart and his understanding of his position as king over the 
people?

In what way did Saul’s disobedience in 1 Samuel 15:1–9 come back to haunt 2. 
him?

Did the Amalekite tell the truth about the death of Saul? Why or why not?3. 

What was his reward?4. 

Why did David go to such lengths to preserve the story of Saul?5. 

From David’s reaction to the death of Saul, did it seem he had changed because 6. 
of the power he has been given? Why or why not?

If David had been anointed as king to take over from Saul, why is Ish–Bosheth 7. 
anointed King of Israel?

What was the result of the confl ict between David’s people and Ish–8. 
Bosheth?

What does this tell us about confl ict in the body of Christ?9. 
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From Abner’s actions in Saul’s house, what does this tell us about his character 10. 
and what he was up to?

Was Joab justifi ed in murdering Abner? Why or why not?11. 

Why did David mourn his enemies and his friends alike?12. 

Did David’s men seem to embrace his outlook on the situation? Why or why 13. 
not?

Did David’s rise to power change his character? How do you know it does or 14. 
doesn’t?

Connect It

In what specifi c ways can you keep your standing with Christ from getting you 1. 
puff ed up and changing the way you relate to people?

Is humility a necessary characteristic of a leader? Why or why not?2. 

Are you humble? How do you know the answer?3. 

Name three things you can do this week to show others that you do not consider 4. 
yourself above them:

Pray and ask God to help you see yourself in His eyes.5. 
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A Map of Israel and Judah while David and Ish–Bosheth Were At War

Courtesy of Logos Bible Software, www.logos.com}
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LESSON ELEVEN:
The New Game Plan 
2 Samuel 5–7, 1 Chronicles 11–17

It is amazing how much diff erence one year can make for many things. In one year, a 
baby can walk and begin to talk. Th ey can be weaned from their mother’s milk. Th ey can 
go up many sizes in clothing. Th ey can grow hair, gain weight and take on features that 
will last a lifetime. It is truly amazing how much diff erence a year can make! It is also 
true when it comes to other things as well. For instance, last year our local high school 
football team did not lose a game all year until they were knocked out of the state playoff s 
in the semi–fi nal round. Th is year, they have yet to win a game. Th e diff erence…a new 
head coach and some new players!

Just like a new coach can make all of the diff erence, a new king can also. David has fi nally 
taken over the throne of Israel. Th e question that remains for us up to this point is “will 
David change now that he has taken over and doesn’t have to run from Saul or be afraid 
anymore?” As we study this week, we will fi nd many changes, but we will also fi nd some 
things never change.

Consider It

Why did the people fi nally decide to anoint David as the King over the entire 1. 
country? (2 Samuel 5:1–5)(1 Chronicles 11:1–3)

Who lived at Jerusalem before the Jews? (2 Samuel 5:6–10)(1 Chronicles 11:4–2. 
9)

How did they respond to David’s coming against them? (2 Samuel 5:6–10)(1 3. 
Chronicles 11:4–9)

Who was the fi rst foreign king to recognize David as the new king of Israel? 4. 
(2 Samuel 5:11–16)(1 Chronicles 14:1–7)
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How did this king recognize David? (2 Samuel 5:11–16)(1 Chronicles 14:1–7)5. 

How else did God bless David in this passage? (2 Samuel 5:11–16)(1 Chronicles 6. 
14:1–7)

How did the Philistines respond to David becoming king of Israel? (2 Samuel 7. 
5:17–25)(1 Chronicles 14:8–17)

Did David respond diff erently to the Philistines than he had in the past? Why 8. 
or why not? (2 Samuel 5:17–25)(1 Chronicles 14:8–17)

What battle plan did the Lord give David the fi rst time the Philistines came 9. 
against him? (2 Samuel 5:17-25)(1 Chronicles 14:8-17)

What about the second time? (2 Samuel 5:17–25)(1 Chronicles 14:8–17)10. 

How did God bless David and Israel in the battle against the Philistines? (2 11. 
Samuel 5:17–25)(1 Chronicles 14:8–17)

To what did David turn his attention next? (2 Samuel 6:1–11)(1 Chronicles 12. 
13:1–14)

What happened to make David leave the ark behind? (2 Samuel 6:1–11)(1 13. 
Chronicles 13:1–14)

What happened to Obed–Edom when the ark was in his house? (2 Samuel 14. 
6:1–11)(1 Chronicles 13:1–14)

How did David prepare for the ark to come to his house? (2 Samuel 6:12–16)15. 
(1 Chronicles 15:1–29)

How did David’s wife, Michal, the daughter of Saul, react to David’s worship 16. 
of God? (2 Samuel 6:17–23)(1 Chronicles 16:1–36)
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After David moved the Ark, list the things he thanked God for in his psalm 17. 
of Th anksgiving: (2 Samuel 6:17–23)(1 Chronicles 16:1–36)

Who did David set up to take care of the ark and administer worship? (2 18. 
Samuel 6:17–23)(1 Chronicles 16:1–36)

After all of the blessings God had provided David, to what did David’s heart 19. 
turn next? (2 Samuel 7:1–7)(1 Chronicles 17:1–6)

How did Nathan respond to David’s plan to build a temple? (2 Samuel 7:1–7)20. 
(1 Chronicles 17:16)

How did God respond? (2 Samuel 7:1–7)(1 Chronicles 17:1–6)21. 

What specifi c blessings did God promise to give David in the future? (2 Samuel 22. 
7:8–17)(1 Chronicles 17:7–15)

How did David respond to these promises? (2 Samuel 7:18–29)(1 Chronicles 23. 
17:16–27)

Who did David give credit for his accomplishments? (2 Samuel 7:18–29)(1 24. 
Chronicles 17:16–27)

What other things did David worship God for in his prayer of commitment? 25. 
(2 Samuel 7:18–29)(1 Chronicles 17:16–27)

Comprehend It

How was David the fulfi llment of what the people had asked for in a king?1. 

Why was the moving of the capitol of Israel so important?2. 

What do we learn from the list of David’s mighty men and allies?3. 
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How was a larger family for David considered a blessing?4. 

Why was the defeat of the Philistines so important at this point?5. 

Did the war with the Philistines indicate David had changed or not? Why?6. 

Why did God kill Uzzah?7. 

Was this fair? Why or why not?8. 

Why was David afraid of bringing the ark home with him at fi rst?9. 

Why was moving the ark to Jerusalem so important?10. 

What did the ark represent?11. 

What do we learn from the episode with Michal being upset with David?12. 

How could David have responded to this situation?13. 

How did he respond?14. 

What does the fact that David’s heart led him to build a temple for God reveal 15. 
about his heart?

How do we benefi t today from God’s promises to David?16. 

From David’s prayer, would you say power and position and all of the accolades 17. 
of being king had changed him? Why or why not?

How did David keep these things from changing him?18. 
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Connect It

What things tend to make you change the way you spend time with God?1. 

On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being not at all and 10 being aff ects me greatly, 2. 
rank the following items according to how they aff ect your walk with Christ:

a. Being busy ______
b. Having lots of time______
c. Having lots of money______
d. Having not enough money______
e. Having lots of things______
f. Having not enough things______
g. Being happy______
h. Being upset______
i. Having lots of friends around______
j. Not having friends around______
k. TV______
l. Internet______
m. Radio______
n. School work______
o. Summer______

Do any of these things alarm you? If so, what can you do to change the way 3. 
they aff ect you or to make sure they cannot aff ect you?

From this lesson, how can you prepare now to make sure that education, money, 4. 
power or position does not change you someday?

Pray today and ask God to keep you close to Him no matter what comes your 5. 
way.
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LESSON TWELVE:
Success God’s Way…or Man’s Way? 

2 Samuel 8–10, 1 Chronicles 18–19

I knew a man once that started his own small business after working for others his whole 
life. When he started his business, he started with a promise to God that he would always 
tithe at least ten percent of his total income, not his net income, but his total income. 
When he fi rst started the business, he averaged $500 per week and faithfully gave God 
$50 each week. After the business had been established for a couple of years, the man was 
up to $1000 per week and faithfully gave God $100 per week through his local church. 
Over the next fi ve years, the company grew to bring in $5000 per week and the man still 
gave $500 per week. One of the other businesses in the same industry in this man’s town 
folded and he picked up all of the customers from the closed business. Th e fi rst week after 
the business shut down, the man made $20000! He went to write out his tithe check and 
thought, “$2000 a week is too much to give to the little church I attend! Maybe I had 
better just give $1000 now and see how things go.” Th at night the man had a dream in 
which he and God were having this same conversation and, in his dream, God asked the 
man, “Would you rather I took your business back to the point where you can give $50 
a week again? Would that be more comfortable for you?” Th e man decided right then to 
continue to honor the agreement he had made with the Lord at the start of his business. 
Th e last time I heard from the man, the business was up to about $100,000 per week and 
he was still tithing $10,000 a week to his little church, which was not so little anymore.

From this little story, we see an important principle or observation at work. Sometimes, 
when we are successful, we tend to forget that God was the One that got us there and we 
need to honor God with all that we have and not fall into the trap of thinking we have 
made it on our own. In our lesson today, David begins to expand the kingdom through 
military conquest. It was at this very point that Saul had fallen out of God’s good grace 
and had the kingdom taken away from him. Would this happen with David? How would 
David keep this from happening if not? What can we learn about keeping success from 
making us turn away from God? We will attempt to answer these questions in our lesson 
this week. Again, a map has been provided at the end of the lesson to help visualize the 
places mentioned in these chapters.
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Consider It

What group did David start with to clean up the work of Saul in solidifying 1. 
the kingdom? (2 Samuel 8:1)(1 Chronicles 18:1)

What other nations did David defeat? (2 Samuel 8:2–14)(1 Chronicles 18:2–2. 
13)

What character did David display in his rule over the people? (2 Samuel 8:15)3. 
(1 Chronicles 18:14)

Who did David keep in his inner circle or cabinet? (2 Samuel 8:16–18)(1 4. 
Chronicles 18:15–17)

Why did David ask if there was anyone left of Saul’s house? (2 Samuel 9:1–8)5. 

Why was David kind to Mephibosheth? (2 Samuel 9:1–8)6. 

How did David honor Mephibosheth? (2 Samuel 9:9–13)7. 

Why did David send messengers to Hanun’s son? (2 Samuel 10:1–8)(1 Chronicles 8. 
19:1–9)

What happened to the messengers? (2 Samuel 10:1–8)(1 Chronicles 19:1–9)9. 

How did David attempt to keep the messengers’ shame hidden? (2 Samuel 10. 
10:1–8)(1 Chronicles 19:1–9)

Why did the Ammonites line themselves up for war against David? (2 Samuel 11. 
10:1–8)(1 Chronicles 19:1–9)

Who went to battle for David and the Israelites against the Ammonites initially? 12. 
(2 Samuel 10:9–19)(1 Chronicles 19:10–19)
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What happened when David joined the battle? (2 Samuel 10:9–19)(1 Chronicles 13. 
19:10–19)

What was the result of the battle? (2 Samuel 10:9–19)(1 Chronicles 19:10–19)14. 

Comprehend It

Why did the writer of 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles keep mentioning, “And the 1. 
Lord helped David wherever he went”?

How does this help us understand how David kept his victory in perspective?2. 

How can this also help us to do the same?3. 

How was David’s character diff erent in ruling the people than Saul’s had 4. 
been?

What does the structure of David’s inner circle or cabinet tell us about David’s 5. 
priorities for the kingdom?

With Jonathan and Saul dead, what was David’s responsibility towards 6. 
Mephibosheth?

How did David’s actions with Mephibosheth indicate his character?7. 

Would you have been kind to your enemy’s family?8. 

Why does David give to Mephibosheth things that rightly belonged to him?9. 

How were David’s actions diff erent than Saul?10. 

Having conquered many nations, David next turned to diplomacy to make 11. 
alliances. Why did he make this move?
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Why did Hanun’s son insult David and his messengers?12. 

What can we learn from this tragic mistake?13. 

Contrast David’s actions and Hanun’s sons’ actions in the planning for war. 14. 
Which indicated a faith in God? Why?

Connect It

What struggles has God brought you through in the past? (List them below)1. 

What struggles are you facing right now? (List them below)2. 

How can you turn these struggles over to God and trust His plan for dealing 3. 
with them?

When are the struggles hardest to deal with? When you are successful? Or 4. 
when you are just trying to keep your head above water?

Based on these passages, how should we face the everyday struggles of trying 5. 
to live in a world antagonistic towards our faith?

Pray and confess these struggles to God and ask Him to help you turn them 6. 
over to Him.
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LESSON THIRTEEN:
What? Not Again! 

2 Samuel 11–12, 1 Chronicles 20:4–8

I have asked this question over and over in this study: have you ever noticed that some 
people just have to learn the hard way? I remember a friend of mine in middle school in 
San Antonio. He was a short, thin guy that had a hard time getting through a day of 
school without some bigger boy picking on him or threatening to beat him up. He, I and 
one other boy ran around together and hung out together because we were all interested in 
the same things and were in the same clubs at school. Th is friend decided one day that he 
had had enough of being pushed around. He went to the biggest bully in our school and 
punched him in the nose. Now I don’t recommend violence as an answer to any situation, 
but this is the decision my friend made. I would love to be able to tell you that the bully was 
stunned and realized he needed to not be a bully anymore, but that is not what happened. 
He beat my friend up pretty bad and walked away laughing about it.

Th is is not the main point of the story. Th e next day, my other friend decided he could do 
better and went up to the same bully and punched him in the nose. Th e bully responded 
the exact same way with the exact same result. After he beat my friend up, the bully found 
me in the hall and asked me if I wanted to punch him in the nose, too. I declined. I had 
learned from the fi rst incident. Why is it that some people just can’t learn any lessons 
without having to go through them the hard way? I don’t know.

In this week’s lesson, we are going to see David head down the same pathway that Saul 
had gone down. What would happen when David fell into sin? Would he also follow the 
rest of Saul’s example? Or would he do things diff erently? As we study about David’s fall, 
we will also look into our own lives and ask ourselves what we are doing about our sin.

Consider It

Where was David during the war with the Ammonites? (2 Samuel 11:1)1. 

Where was David when he saw the woman bathing? (2 Samuel 11:2)2. 
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When David asked his men about Bathsheba, what did they tell him? (2 3. 
Samuel 11:3)

How did David’s servants respond to his request for Bathsheba? (2 Samuel 4. 
11:4)

What was the result of David’s night of passion? (2 Samuel 11:5)5. 

How did David try to cover up his sin? (2 Samuel 11:6–13)6. 

What plan did David come up with to remedy his situation? (2 Samuel 11:14–7. 
15)

How did Joab respond to David’s plan? (2 Samuel 11:16–25)8. 

How did David try to make things right after Uriah’s death? (2 Samuel 11:26–9. 
27)

How did David react to Nathan’s story? (2 Samuel 12:1–6)10. 

What reasons did Nathan list for why David should not have sinned? (2 Samuel 11. 
12:7–8)

What were the consequences for David’s sin? (2 Samuel 12:9–12)12. 

How did David respond to God’s judgment? (2 Samuel 12:13)13. 

Why was God upset about David’s sin? (2 Samuel 12:14)14. 

Why did David fast for the sick child? (2 Samuel 12:15–23)15. 

How did David react to the news his child was dead? (2 Samuel 12:15-23)16. 
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How did God react to David and Bathsheba’s new son? (2 Samuel 12:24–25)17. 

What was the result of war with the Ammonites? (2 Samuel 12:26)18. 

How did Joab get David to go out and lead the Israelites to victory? (2 Samuel 19. 
12:26–31)

How did David restore the faith of the people in his leadership? (2 Samuel 20. 
12:26–31)

Who did David and the Israelites conquer? (1 Chronicles 20:4–8)21. 

What did David do with the people they conquered and the spoils of war? (2 22. 
Samuel 12:26–31)

Comprehend It

How did David’s neglect of his duties imitate Saul’s later reign?1. 

If David had been performing his duties as king, would he have fallen into 2. 
sin?

When did David sin with Bathsheba?3. 

How did David’s sin make others sin as well?4. 

From Bathsheba’s actions, what do we learn about her?5. 

From Uriah’s actions, what do we learn about him?6. 

How did David’s sin escalate as it went on?7. 

How did David’s sin aff ect others?8. 
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What do we learn about our sin from 11:27?9. 

How could David have done diff erently even after committing the sin?10. 

Why didn’t he?11. 

 Why did Nathan tell David a story instead of telling him directly about his 12. 
sin?

Why was it that David seemed more upset about a man stealing a sheep than 13. 
about his own sin?

How was David’s reaction to God’s judgment diff erent than Saul’s had been?14. 

What does this teach us about God’s desire for us when we fall into sin?15. 

Why did David recover from his fast when he heard the child was dead?16. 

What does this teach us about children that die?17. 

What do we learn about God from his reaction to the birth of Solomon?18. 

How did God use Joab to restore David to leadership over the people?19. 

Why was David so cruel to the people over whom the Israelites had victory?20. 

How was David’s reaction to victory diff erent than Saul’s had been?21. 

What does this indicate about David?22. 
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Connect It

When do you feel most tempted to sin?1. 

David’s sin began with a look and progressed to a glance, a stare, action, cover 2. 
up, murder, and to corruption of government offi  cials. Th ink about a sin with 
which you have struggled. How does it progress for you?

What should we learn from this?3. 

How does God want us to respond to His conviction of our sin?4. 

How do you respond?5. 

From this passage, how can we expect God to react when we confess and repent 6. 
of our sin?

Th ink hard about your walk with Christ and ask Him to make you sensitive 7. 
to his conviction over your sin and commit to living for Him with your whole 
life.
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LESSON FOURTEEN:
Behind Every Man of God There Is…A Family Feud?! 

2 Samuel 13–14

When this lesson was written, our country was in the middle of an election season. 
Th roughout election seasons, each of the candidates turn up the heat more and more as 
they see the day of the actual election approaching. It is interesting that even the families of 
the candidates are involved in the campaign for offi  ce. During the 2000 election, George 
W. Bush’s daughters were involved in the election as others tried to make a scandal out of 
one of his daughters trying to use a fake ID to obtain alcoholic beverages. While this was 
illegal and a sin, it was not nearly the issue some tried to make it. It was not something 
that no one else had ever done and it was not something that should be looked upon the 
same as a serial killer, from a legal standpoint.  In 1976, it was Jimmy Carter’s brother’s 
drinking problem. In 1988, it was George H. W. Bush’s son George W. Bush that was the 
target of attacks and in 1992 and 1996, it was Bill Clinton’s wife that provided the fodder 
for the attack ads that have become a staple of modern politics.

All of these examples, and many more that could be mentioned, are proof that power, 
position, money, fame and even education are not guarantees that those people at the “top” 
don’t still have to deal with the same family problems we all deal with on a daily basis. In 
our lesson this week, David has to deal with some sticky family issues. Would he turn his 
family around and make things better? Was this merely the fulfi llment of God’s judgment 
on David for his sin with Bathsheba? Is there anything we can learn from this episode in 
the aging king’s life?

Consider It

List the relationship of the following persons to David and to each other: 1. 
(13:1–3)

a. Absalom
b. Tamar
c. Amnon
d. Jonadab
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Why was Amnon frustrated? (13:2–4)2. 

What plan did Jonadab give Amnon for satisfying his frustration? (13:5)3. 

How did David respond to Amnon’s request? (13:6–7)4. 

What request did Amnon make of Tamar? (13:8–11)5. 

How did Tamar respond to Amnon’s request? (13:12–13)6. 

How did Amnon react to Tamar after he violated her? (13:15)7. 

Why did Tamar not want to be sent away from Amnon? (13:16–17)8. 

How did David respond when he heard what happened? (13:18–21)9. 

How long did Absalom wait to avenge Tamar? (13:23)10. 

How did Absalom avenge Tamar? (13:24–29)11. 

What was the result of Absalom’s revenge? (13:30–37)12. 

How did David respond to the results of Absalom’s revenge? (13:38–14:1)13. 

How did Joab try to fi x things in David’s family? (14:2–20)14. 

How did the woman of Tekoa get David to recall Absalom? (14:2–20)15. 

How did David respond to Joab’s interference in his family? (14:21–24)16. 

How long did Absalom live in Jerusalem before he was able to see David again? 17. 
(14:28)
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How did Absalom get Joab to come see him? (14:29–31)18. 

Why did Absalom want to see Joab? (14:32)19. 

How did David fi nally respond to Absalom? (14:33)20. 

Comprehend It

When the people of Israel asked for a king, Samuel told them not to multiply 1. 
unto themselves many wives. How did David’s ignoring of this warning 
contribute to this situation?

Why was Amnon not able to have Tamar as his wife? (See Leviticus 18:6–18)2. 

How does Amnon’s choice of advisors play into his sin?3. 

What can we learn about our choice of friends from his choice?4. 

From Tamar’s response all throughout these chapters, what do we know about 5. 
her?

Why would God allow someone like Tamar go through something as horrible 6. 
as rape and incest?

Why does Amnon’s heart change towards Tamar?7. 

How is this the same today?8. 

From this episode, what do you expect to fi nd out about Absalom?9. 

Is Absalom justifi ed in avenging Tamar? Why or why not?10. 

Why did David not do anything about the situation?11. 
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How did David’s lack of action contribute to the situation?12. 

Why did Joab deceive David instead of just talking to him about the 13. 
situation?

How did David try to compromise on his decision concerning Absalom?14. 

From the end of chapter 14, had Absalom learned anything from this episode? 15. 
If so, what?

Connect It

How has sin in one area of your life led you to sins in other areas?1. 

What friends do you have in your life that may be leading you away from 2. 
following God?

How do you balance a need for unsaved friends in your life, for the sake of 3. 
witnessing, with the need to avoid their infl uence?

When diffi  culty arises in your family, how do you deal with it?4. 

Notice from this passage that we do not hear about anything happening in 5. 
Israel except the internal struggle in David’s family. How do family issues derail 
you and your walk with Christ?

How could David have managed this situation diff erently? How can you?6. 

Pray and ask God to give you His wisdom in dealing with your family, church, 7. 
friends and acquaintances.
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LESSON FIFTEEN:
Everything Is Not Always What It Seems 

2 Samuel 15–17

Our church is located on a set of railroad tracks. Every Wednesday morning, and at various 
other times, just when we have gotten into Bible Study or prayer, a little train on its way to 
the local Goodyear plant rumbles by our church and disturbs the quietness of an otherwise 
fairly quiet neighborhood. Every time that train comes by our church I am reminded of a 
Sunday school lesson that we had once when I was just a young boy.

Our Sunday school teacher took us out to a set of railroad tracks and had us kneel down 
by the tracks and stare down the length of the tracks. She asked us to guess how far it was 
before the tracks came together. I knew those tracks did not come together or the trains 
would derail and crash, but as I looked down the length of those tracks, it sure seemed 
like they came together. It looked just like they converged on each other about 100 yards 
down the line. Most of the kids in the class guessed a mile, so she took us down the 
tracks a mile (we were young so walking was not that big of a deal!). When we got there, 
we looked back down the length of the tracks to where we had just been standing and it 
looked as if that was the very spot where those tracks came together.

From this lesson, and many hard ones since, I learned that we cannot always trust what we 
see or think we see. In our lesson last time, it looked like Absalom wanted to come home 
to be with his father and to live happily in the land. In this lesson we see that Absalom 
was not all what he seemed to be and Mephibosheth’s servant was not all he seemed to 
be. From this lesson we learn the dangers of trying to be someone we are not and also we 
learn the danger of surrounding ourselves with others trying to do the same.

Consider It

List the ways Absalom attempted to win the hearts of the people: (15:1–6)1. 
a.
b.
c.
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What reason did Absalom give David for wanting to go to Hebron? (15:7–2. 
12)

How did Absalom advance his conspiracy? (15:7–12)3. 

How did David respond to the news Absalom had been crowned king in 4. 
Hebron? (15:13–18)

Who did David take with him? (15:13–18)5. 

How did the country respond to David’s actions? (15:19–23)6. 

Why did David want the ark to return to Jerusalem? (15:24–29)7. 

Why did David want Hushai, the Archite, to return to Jerusalem? (15:30–8. 
37)

What did Ziba bring to David and his men? (16:1–4)9. 

What accusation did Ziba bring against Mephibosheth concerning David? 10. 
(16:1–4)

What did David promise Ziba? (16:1–4)11. 

What accusation did Shimei being against David? (16:5–14)12. 

How did David’s men respond to Shimei? (16:5–14)13. 

How did David respond? (16:5–14)14. 

How did Absalom show his intentions for ruling over Jerusalem? (16:15–23)15. 
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Who was David’s advisor? (16:15–23)16. 

What advice did Ahithophel give Absalom for dealing with David? (17:1–4)17. 

What advice did Hushai give Absalom concerning the matter? (17:5–14)18. 

Why did Absalom go with Hushai’s advice instead? (17:5–14)19. 

Who delivered the message that saved David’s life? (17:15–20)20. 

How did God deliver those that were delivering David? (17:15–20)21. 

Why did Ahithophel take his own life? (17:21–23)22. 

How did God provide for David and his men in the wilderness? (17:24–29)23. 

Comprehend It

From the way Absalom conducted himself in 15:1–6, why did Absalom want 1. 
to return to Jerusalem?

Why were the people fooled by Absalom?2. 

What does this tell you about choosing who to follow?3. 

From David’s actions, does it appear he was simply giving up? Why or why 4. 
not?

What does the loyalty of David’s men indicate about who should truly be king 5. 
of Israel?

From the reaction of the land to the news of David’s retreat, had Absalom truly 6. 
won the hearts of all the men?
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Why did David evacuate the capitol?7. 

What did this indicate about David’s heart towards his people?8. 

Why did David put spies in Absalom’s government?9. 

From Ziba’s accusations of Mephibosheth, what was the real reason for meeting 10. 
David with gifts of food?

About the time Shimei arrived on the scene, how was David probably 11. 
feeling?

Why did David stop Abishai from slaying Shimei?12. 

What does this indicate about David’s state of mind?13. 

Why did Absalom sleep with David’s concubines in sight of all of the people?14. 

How did the people respond to this act?15. 

How should they have responded?16. 

Compare David’s actions and attitude with Absalom’s. Which one had the 17. 
heart of a king? Why?

Why did Ahithophel want David and his men killed?18. 

Assuming Absalom was vain and proud, why did Hushai’s plan appeal to him 19. 
more than Ahithophel?

Whose side was God on in this confl ict? Give examples that lead you to believe 20. 
this.
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Why was Ahithophel so concerned that Absalom was not listening to his 21. 
advice?

Why did Absalom want to disrespect his father and his men so badly?22. 

What was driving Absalom in this confl ict?23. 

Connect It

Have you ever known anyone that turned out to be diff erent than what they 1. 
seemed?

How did this make you feel?2. 

Absalom was David’s son and David could not trust him, what does this tell 3. 
you about who Satan can use in your life to derail you?

In your opinion, was David right for leaving or not? Why?4. 

How do you deal with diffi  cult situations?5. 

David thought all of the people had left him and had sided with Absalom only 6. 
to fi nd out people were in mourning for his departure from Jerusalem. Name a 
situation where you thought things were worse than they really were:

What did you learn from this situation?7. 

How could Proverbs 3:5–6 have been used in this lesson?8. 

Pray and ask God to help you to trust in Him even when the road is rough.9. 
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LESSON SIXTEEN:
The Valley of Indecision 

2 Samuel 18–19

Th is week, in our country, we have been asked to go to the polls to select a president and 
many other political offi  cers. As we have watched over the last few months, the candidates 
have paraded themselves onto our television screens, computer screens and even movie 
screens. Th ey have fi lled the TV news, radio news and newspapers with stories of what 
they will do and what they will not do. Th ey have also told as of their opponents’ absolute 
incompetence and why we should never vote for them. We have seen endorsements by 
sports fi gures, movie stars, television stars and rock stars. In the midst of all of this clamor 
and confusion, we fi nd our heads spinning and many are even still not sure who they 
should have voted for. Some went and voted with no clear idea of what they should do 
and others did not even go vote because of that very reason.

Indecision can be paralyzing and can cause us to miss out on much of life. It can cause 
us to miss opportunities and it can put us in bad situations. In our lesson today, David, 
the once confi dent leader, has been reduced to an uncertain and ineff ectual leader. Th is 
process began with his sin with Bathsheba and progressed due to his family problems. As 
we study today, it is easy for us to tell him what he should have done, but what we want to 
see is how indecision debilitated him and what brought it about as well as how to defeat 
it in our own lives.

Consider It

How many people were with David in the stronghold? (18:1–5)1. 

Who were the commanders that David set over the people? (18:1–5)2. 

Why did the people not want David to go out and fi ght with them? (18:1–5)3. 
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What instruction did David give to Joab and the people before they went out 4. 
to war? (18:1–5)

What was the result of the battle between the men of Israel and David’s men? 5. 
(18:6–8)

What does it mean that the forest devoured more people than the fi ghting? 6. 
(18:6–8)

What happened to Absalom that resulted in his being caught in the tree? 7. 
(18:9–15)

Why was Joab angry with the man that reported seeing Absalom? (18:9–15)8. 

What reason did the man give for not killing Absalom? (18:9–15)9. 

Who killed Absalom? (18:9–15)10. 

What did Joab do with Absalom after he killed him? (18:16–18)11. 

Who brought to David the news that Absalom had been killed? (18:19–33)12. 

How did David respond to the news that Absalom was dead? (18:19–33)13. 

What eff ect did David’s grief have on the rest of the people? (19:1–7)14. 

Why did Joab reprove David for his grief? (19:1–7)15. 

What did Joab tell David to go and do? (19:1–7)16. 

Why was Israel in a state of confusion and disarray? (19:8–10)17. 
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Who was the last group to recognize David as king again? (19:11–15)18. 

What promise did David make to Amasa in order for him to call him back as 19. 
king? (19:11–15)

How did David respond to Shimei when he was coming back into the land? 20. 
(19:16–23)

How did Mephibosheth show his loyalty to David? (19:24–30)21. 

What did David decide was to be the resolution of Ziba’s wrongdoing? (19:24–22. 
30)

What confl ict arose between the men of Israel and Judah? (19:31–43)23. 

Comprehend It

What does the number of people that David set his advisors over help us to 1. 
understand about David as king?

From the concerns of David’s people, what do we learn about David as king?2. 

Why does chapter 18 make such a point to say that everyone heard David’s 3. 
instructions about being kind to Absalom?

From 18:8, what was really happening in the war between David’s men and 4. 
the men of Israel?

Why was Joab angry with the messenger that brought news of Absalom?5. 

Why did Joab disregard David’s instructions?6. 

What message did this send to the people about David’s leadership?7. 
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From the messenger’s description of Joab, what do we learn about him?8. 

How did Joab’s actions aff ect those that served him?9. 

Why did Joab want to send a foreigner with the news that Absalom was 10. 
dead?

Why did Joab not want Ahimaaz to deliver the news?11. 

Why did Joab let Ahimaaz go anyway?12. 

Why did Ahimaaz want to deliver the message?13. 

What news did Ahimaaz deliver?14. 

Why was Joab so angry with David?15. 

Why did the Israelites not recall David as king immediately after Absalom’s 16. 
defeat?

Why did David strike a deal with the commander of Absalom’s army?17. 

When he was returning, why did David not allow Abishai to kill Shimei for 18. 
cursing him when they were fl eeing Jerusalem?

Why did David not punish Ziba for his lying and slander of Mephibosheth?19. 

Why did David not act to bring the confl ict between Israel and Judah to a 20. 
close?

From this passage, what was plaguing David that has caused his troubles?21. 
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Why was this a problem for him?22. 

Connect It

How has indecision caused you to stumble or fail in the past?1. 

What caused you to be unsure of yourself in those situations?2. 

What has helped to bring you back from the valley of indecision?3. 

What situation are you facing right now that the lesson you learned then can 4. 
help with?

Sin began the problem for David. Pray and ask God to forgive any sin that 5. 
might also keep you from making right decisions.
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LESSON SEVENTEEN:
Putting Things Right 

2 Samuel 20–21, 1 Chronicles 20:4–8

What would you do if you left your house to go to the grocery store and realized you had 
left your wallet on the kitchen table? Would you turn around, go back home, and get your 
wallet? Would you go on to the store and hope they would not notice you had no money? 
Would you keep right on traveling hoping you could get around the globe and return back 
at your house so you could retrieve your wallet? (Most people would probably just go back 
home and get their wallet.)

In our lesson last week, we saw David’s kingdom crumbling around his feet due to his 
inability to make decisions and do the hard things. Th e question is: Will David turn from 
this wrong course of action (or inaction) or will he continue on like Saul had once he had 
fallen into sin? Th is is a question that also applies to our lives today. If your Christian life 
is not what you would like it to be, what are you willing to do diff erently so that it can 
be? Will you just continue doing the same things (or not doing the same things) and hope 
things will be diff erent on their own?

Consider It

What tribe was Sheba from? (2 Samuel 20:1–3)1. 

What did Sheba attempt to do? (2 Samuel 20:1–3)2. 

Who followed Sheba? (2 Samuel 20:1–3)3. 

What was the fi rst thing David did upon returning to Jerusalem? (2 Samuel 4. 
20:1–3)

To what did David turn next? (2 Samuel 20:4–5)5. 
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Who was in charge of the army? (2 Samuel 20:4–5)6. 

Who did David send out against Sheba? (2 Samuel 20:6–21)7. 

Why did Joab grab Amasa by the beard? (2 Samuel 20:6–21)8. 

What did Joab do with Amasa after he killed him? (2 Samuel 20:6–21)9. 

Where did Sheba retreat to? (2 Samuel 20:6–21)10. 

Why did the woman come to the wall to meet Joab? (2 Samuel 20:6–21)11. 

How did the woman describe herself to Joab? (2 Samuel 20:6–21)12. 

How did the woman end the siege at Abel? (2 Samuel 20:22)13. 

What did David do when the land was hit with famine? (2 Samuel 21:1–7)14. 

What was the reason for the famine? (2 Samuel 21:1–7)15. 

What did the Gibeonites want to make things right? (2 Samuel 21:1–7)16. 

How did David meet their demands and his oaths to Jonathan and Mephibosheth? 17. 
(2 Samuel 21:8–14)

What did the Gibeonites do with the sons of Saul? (2 Samuel 21:8–14)18. 

How did David honor his commitment to Jonathan even after the death of 19. 
Saul’s sons? (2 Samuel 21:8–14)

What happened to David when he went to war with the army against the 20. 
Philistines? (2 Samuel 21:15–22)(1 Chronicles 20:4–8)
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Why did the army tell David to stay home? (2 Samuel 21:15–22)(1 Chronicles 21. 
20:4–8)

Comprehend It

What situation was Sheba trying to take advantage of?1. 

Why did David not go back into his concubines?2. 

Was it realistic for David to demand Amasa to assemble the army in three 3. 
days? Why or why not?

How did David’s response to Sheba diff er from his reaction to Absalom?4. 

To what do you attribute this change?5. 

Why did Joab drag Amasa off  the road and not bury him?6. 

How did Joab inspire the men to follow him after they watched him murder 7. 
Amasa?

Why did Joab not continue destroying the city of Abel?8. 

Why did David allow Joab to resume command of the army?9. 

Who were the Gibeonites? (see Joshua 9:15–21)10. 

Why did God punish the Israelites for Saul’s actions?11. 

Does it seem right to you that David handed over the sons of Saul after his 12. 
promise to Jonathan? Why or why not?
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Why did David decide to move Saul’s and Jonathan’s bones to the cave of 13. 
Kish?

How is David’s failure to go to war with his men diff erent than when he fell 14. 
into sin with Bathsheba?

How did God honor David’s return to righteousness?15. 

Do you sense a change in David in this passage from the last? How?16. 

Connect It

Saul fell away from God and stayed there. David fell away and stumbled, but 1. 
came back. How does this encourage you in your walk with God?

David began his track back to God by fi rst taking care of his own house. What 2. 
in your life needs to change that no one else may know about?

David’s sin caused him to doubt his ability to hear and follow God. When he 3. 
came back to God, he knew what to do to follow God. Are there any fears and 
doubts in your Christian walk? What are they?

How can you begin to get answers to the doubts you have?4. 

Pray and ask God to help you get back on track with following Him.5. 
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LESSON EIGHTEEN:
Thanksgiving Should Not Be Just One Day A Year 

2 Samuel 22–23

All throughout the United States, a strange thing has been happening since the Civil 
War. No, it is not racial inequality (although that case may be made). It is the observance 
of a day of Th anksgiving. Abraham Lincoln declared a national day of observance during 
which the entire nation was to set itself aside from business as usual to lift up prayers of 
thanksgiving to the Almighty for His provenance and sustenance as a nation. Remember, 
this was DURING the Civil War. Where have we gone with this opportunity? Good 
question.

For most of us, as Americans, the day is full of turkey, pumpkin pie and football. We 
watch parades, get together with family and eat until we nearly explode. But where does 
the thanksgiving come in? For most of us, it is in the form of a fi ve minute prayer prior 
to eating the big meal of the day and is not seen anywhere else throughout the day of 
thanksgiving. Why is this? Probably because most Americans, Christians included, do not 
see God as the provider of anything. Before you balk, think about it. We think we “earn” 
a paycheck. We think we “earn” promotions. We “deserve” our new job. We have a “right” 
to government assistance when things do not go well for us. REALLY!

In this lesson, we see David giving thanks to God for all of the battles he “won”. We fi nd 
him giving thanks to God for the armies he “defeated”. Why does he do this? Because he 
knows all things come from God and He alone is worthy of the recognition for performing 
and providing.

Consider It

 What events prompted David to compose this song of praise? (22:1)1. 

 How did David characterize God’s actions on his behalf in times of trouble? 2. 
(22:2–4)

 What images did David use to express being in mortal danger? (22:5–7)3. 
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 What sort of creatures come to mind in David’s description of God’s anger? 4. 
(22:8–11)

 What was the weather metaphor with which David described God’s power? 5. 
(22:12–16)

 How did David describe God’s actions on his behalf? (22:17–20)6. 

 What were God’s priorities for the behavior of His people? (22:21–25)7. 

 In what way did people experience God to have traits like their own? (22:26–8. 
28)

 What images did David use to portray his supernatural strength with God’s 9. 
help? (22:29–30)

What aspect of God’s nature did He make available to His people? (22:31–10. 
33)

What was David’s word picture of a warrior of the Lord? (22:34–37)11. 

What was the fate of David’s enemies? (22:38–43)12. 

Because of God’s help, how was David regarded by people near and far? 13. 
(22:44–46)

What were the reasons for David’s resounding song of praise to God? (22:47–14. 
51)

What were the diff erent descriptions of David given in the introduction to his 15. 
“last words”? (23:1)

Whose words did David speak? (23:2)16. 
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To what did David compare a righteous ruler? (23:3–4)17. 

What did David claim about the status of his “house” before God? (23:5)18. 

What were the characteristics of God’s covenant with David? (23:5)19. 

In contrast to His treatment of David, how did God promise to deal with evil 20. 
people? (23:6)

What farming analogy did David use to describe how evil persons are treated 21. 
by God? (23:6)

What practical method did David use (fi guratively) to get rid of evil? (23:7)22. 

Comprehend It

What aspects of God’s character became the subject of David’s song of 1. 
praise?

What did David credit God with doing for him?2. 

What are some of the images from nature that David used to describe God?3. 

What conclusion did David draw from the fact that people fear and honor 4. 
him?

What are some of the contrasts in this song of praise (such as darkness and 5. 
light)?

In the course of this song, why did David praise God?6. 

What kind of message did David leave in his last words?7. 
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Why is it important to us as believers to know that God will punish evil?8. 

In what way can God’s people speak for Him?9. 

Why should we “fear God”?10. 

What does it mean to fear God?11. 

How do God’s criteria for excellence in leadership diff er from the ones called 12. 
for by conventional wisdom?

In what way does having a righteous leader aff ect the followers?13. 

Connect It

 What psalm or hymn can you off er this today in heartfelt thanksgiving to 1. 
God?

 How can you make your next success an opportunity to praise God for what 2. 
He has done for you?

 What steps can you take to help your family be “right with God”?3. 

 How can your faith be built by rehearsing God’s covenant with you?4. 

 What gifts has God given you for the building up of His Kingdom?5. 
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LESSON NINETEEN:
Leadership in Adversity 

2 Samuel 24, 1 Chronicles 21

Have you ever known anyone who was brave and outspoken until the heat was turned up 
and then they could not be found? Many people have known such people and have felt the 
sting of embarrassment at following them only to fi nd that they deserted when they were 
needed the most. Consider King Saul. When Saul was king, he went out to battle with 
the Israelites and fought whenever the Lord fought for them, but when it came time to 
lead the people in the face of God’s anger, he went running to a witch, turned to hunting 
his own people and his leadership was practically non–existent.

Peter is another example of this in the New Testament. Peter was known for his outbursts 
in which he loudly proclaimed his dedication to following Jesus with all of his heart. Th is 
same Peter was the one that denied Christ three times, after His arrest. Th e last time Peter 
denied Christ, he called down curses from heaven upon him as evidence he did not even 
know Jesus (and this was in the awesome presence of a slave girl!).

In our lesson today, the people of God fall into desperate circumstances because of a bad 
decision by David to number the people. Th is story sets up some tension in the narrative 
of David’s rule over the people in that God had promised David would have a descendant 
on the throne of Israel forever. If David falls into egregious sin, like Saul had, would he 
lose the kingdom? If not, does this mean God is not fair? Will the people suff er at the 
hands of their enemies as they had under Saul? Who would deliver them as there is not 
another David on the horizon?

Many of our families, businesses and even government face the same questions. Whether it 
is adversity in the home, a disappointment in business or international war, we all want to 
know that we serve leaders that can hold it together and lead during and through adversity. 
We would do well to follow David’s example in such circumstances.

Consider It

What made David want to number the armies of Israel and Judah? (2 Samuel 1. 
24:1–9)
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How did Joab respond to David’s command? (2 Samuel 24:1–9)2. 

Who went out to number the armies? (2 Samuel 24:1–9)3. 

How long did the census take to complete? (2 Samuel 24:1–9)4. 

How many soldiers were numbered? (2 Samuel 24:1–9)5. 

Who told David he had done wrong in numbering the people? (2 Samuel 6. 
24:10–14)

How did David respond to his guilt? (2 Samuel 24:10–14)7. 

What three choices for punishment did God give David? (2 Samuel 24:10–8. 
14)

Which did David choose and why? (2 Samuel 24:10–14)9. 

How many people died from the plague that came upon Israel? (2 Samuel 10. 
24:15–17)

Where did God draw the line for punishment? (2 Samuel 24:15–17)11. 

What instructions did God give David for making atonement for the sin?12. 
 (2 Samuel 24:18–25)

Who owned the threshing fl oor? (2 Samuel 24:18–25)(1 Chronicles 21:18–13. 
27)

How did the owner of the threshing fl oor react to David’s request to buy the 14. 
threshing fl oor? (2 Samuel 24:18–25)

Why did David insist on paying for the threshing fl oor? (2 Samuel 24:18–25)15. 
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What did God do after David off ered the burnt off erings on the threshing fl oor?16. 
(2 Samuel 24:18–25)

How did God remind David not to sin in this way again? (1 Chronicles 17. 
21:28–30)

What were the lasting eff ects of this sin? (1 Chronicles 21:28–30)18. 

Comprehend It

Couldn’t David blame God for making him sin? Why or why not?1. 

What does it mean that the anger of the Lord incited David to sin?2. 

Why did David probably not listen to the godly counsel of Joab?3. 

Who was leading the army while the commanders were off  counting the 4. 
people?

Why is this important?5. 

How does the number of skilled fi ghting men aff ect your understanding of 6. 
Israel at this time?

Why does David feel guilty about his sin BEFORE Gad comes to confront 7. 
him?

What does this tell us about how we should react to sin?8. 

Which of the punishment options would you have chosen? Why?9. 

Why did David choose what he chose?10. 

How is David’s response to his sin diff erent than Saul’s had been?11. 
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Why does 2 Samuel 24 and 1 Chronicles 21 list a diff erent name for the same 12. 
person who owned the threshing fl oor?

What does David’s response to the free off er of the threshing fl oor reveal about 13. 
his heart towards his sin?

How is this diff erent than the way we approach sin?14. 

Why did God relent from his judgment on the land?15. 

Why are there lasting eff ects from David’s sin?16. 

Connect It

When you sin, which best describes your reaction:1. 
a. I own up to the sin and ask forgiveness of God and others
b. I ask God’s forgiveness, but it is no one else’s business
c. I hope that God did not notice and I can just make up for it somehow
d. I don’t worry too much about it, after all, we are just human
e. What sin?

When you sin, how are you made aware of the sin most of the time:2. 

a. God sends a friend to confront me about my sin
b. God sends me to church and the preacher mentions me in his sermon
c. God pricks my conscience and calls me back from the sin
d. What sin?

If you were David, would you have taken the free gift of the threshing fl oor? 3. 
Why or why not?

On a scale of 1 to 10, which 1 being not very sinful and 10 being extremely 4. 
sinful, how would you rate David’s sin in this passage?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

What sin is in your life right now that you have not dealt with?5. 
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Th is incident made people take notice of both the sin and the way of dealing 6. 
with it (or it would not have been recorded). Who around you may be aff ected 
by the sin you listed above?

What will you do about your sin?7. 

Pray and ask God to help you to put this sin behind you.8. 
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LESSON TWENTY:
David to Solomon, a Rite of Passage 

1 Chronicles 22–29, 1 Kings 1:1–2:12

In October of 2003, my grandfather, who raised me, died after a long bout with illness. 
In the months prior to his death, I only had the opportunity to visit my grandparents a 
couple of times and not for long at each visit. During these visits, my grandfather seemed 
burdened to share with me all of the important things of life he had accumulated. Th is 
meant stories from his time in the army during World War II. It also meant stories of 
serving as a deacon in his church for over sixty years and experiences working in the oil 
fi elds of Oklahoma as well as family moments he wanted preserved.

During my grandfather’s instruction time one day, I realized something very important. 
Without passing on the stories of the things that we have learned and observed along the 
way, our lives, and the lessons of our lives, pass quietly into the night and there is no one 
there to learn from them. Our friends, family and other loved ones are doomed to repeat 
the same mistakes, have to climb the same mountains and face the same disappointments 
we have faced and we are powerless to do anything about it. Th is should not be so.

In our lesson this week, David is about to die and is concerned with preparing both 
Solomon and the kingdom for his passing. Th ere is one last brush with enmity within his 
family, but that is quickly shut down (or is it?). David sets about addressing the important 
issues for passing the kingdom on to Solomon in an orderly way and in a way so that the 
people of the kingdom will allow him to rule. David prepares for Solomon with people, 
possessions and politics. He also prepares for the building of the temple for the ark. David’s 
choices for the things he addresses before his passing indicate what David considered to 
be the priorities of the kingdom.

As you study this week, ask yourself the question, “What do I want my legacy to be? What 
do I think is important enough to pass on to my family, friends and others?”

Consider It

What was David’s priority he wanted to pass on to Solomon? (1 Chronicles 1. 
22:1-5)
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Why did Adonijah pick that particular time for trying to seize the throne from 2. 
David? (1 Kings 1:1–10)

Which of David’s men joined in the rebellion with Adonijah? (1 Kings 1:1–3. 
10)

What plan did Nathan come up with confi rming Solomon as king? (1 Kings 4. 
1:11–53)

Why was Nathan so concerned that Solomon be confi rmed as king? (1 Kings 5. 
1:11–53)

What reason did Bathsheba give David for acting on the situation? (1 Kings 6. 
1:11–53)

How did David react to the plan of Bathsheba? (1 Kings 1:11–53)7. 

How did Adonijah respond to the news that Solomon had been anointed as 8. 
king in David’s place? (1 Kings 1:11–53)

How did those that followed Adonijah respond? (1 Kings 1:11–53)9. 

After David made Solomon king, to what did he turn next? (1 Chronicles 10. 
22:6-19)

What reasons did David give for Solomon building the temple? (1 Chronicles 11. 
22:6–19)

What did David tell Solomon was the key to success in ruling the people? (1 12. 
Chronicles 22:6–19)

What group of people did David call fi rst to come before him as he transferred 13. 
power to Solomon? (1 Chronicles 23:1–32)
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Why did David assign the Levites new duties to perform? (1 Chronicles 23:1–14. 
32)

Why did David divide the Levites into twenty-four divisions? (1Chronicles 15. 
24:1–31)

Where did David take the musicians for the temple from? (1 Chronicles 25:1–16. 
31)

What other duties were the Levites assigned? (1 Chronicles 26:1–32)17. 

How did David arrange the army that Solomon would inherit? (1 Chronicles 18. 
27:1–15)

What other groups of people did David set up for Solomon? (1 Chronicles 19. 
27:16–34)

What topic dominated David’s fi nal address to all of the commanders and 20. 
leaders of the people? (1 Chronicles 28:1–21)

How did the people respond to David’s address? (1 Chronicles 29:1–9)21. 

How did David respond to the people? (1 Chronicles 29:1–9)22. 

Who did David give the credit for the off erings of the people? (1 Chronicles 23. 
29:10–20)

What type of sacrifi ces did David off er after his prayer? (1 Chronicles 29:21–24. 
27)

What did David do last, before his death? (1 Chronicles 29:21–27)25. 

How long did David reign in Israel? (1 Chronicles 29:21–27)26. 
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What were David’s fi nal instructions to Solomon? (1 Kings 2:1–9)27. 

Where was David buried? (1 Chronicles 29:28–30)(1 Kings 2:10–12)28. 

Comprehend It

Why was preparation for the temple such a high priority for David at the end 1. 
of his life?

How was Adonijah’s rebellion a fulfi llment of Nathan’s prophecy concerning 2. 
David’s sin with Bathsheba?

Why did Adonijah not invite Nathan the prophet to his party while taking 3. 
over the throne of Israel?

Why did it take Bathsheba and Nathan plotting together to get David to act 4. 
in preparing the kingdom for his death?

From the people’s reaction to David’s decision to make Solomon king, how did 5. 
the people feel about David’s leadership as king?

What do David’s priorities in passing the throne to Solomon tell you about his 6. 
character?

Why did David tell Solomon about character issues while he was also telling 7. 
him about building the temple and setting up the kingdom?

Why did David call the Levites and Priests fi rst to witness the transfer of power 8. 
from him to Solomon?

What had been the Levites duties prior to the temple?9. 

Why did David take such pains to carefully set up Solomon’s court and 10. 
service?
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What does the response of the people tell you about their view of David and 11. 
of Solomon?

What plans did David leave undone as he handed over power to Solomon?12. 

How did David’s response at the end of his life contrast to Saul’s?13. 

David led Solomon all the way to the grave, how would you expect Solomon 14. 
to respond to leadership like this?

From David’s prayer, how would you sum up David’s life and service as king?15. 

Why did David anoint Solomon as king again?16. 

Do David’s fi nal instructions to Solomon seem inconsistent with the other 17. 
activities at the end of his life? Why or why not?

Why was the history of some of David’s men important to Solomon?18. 

What was David trying to accomplish with these last instructions?19. 

Connect It

Which of your values, goals and achievements would you like passed on to 1. 
your children?

Why should your past and values and achievements be important to your 2. 
children?

If you knew that you were going to die in the next two weeks, list the things 3. 
you would want to tell your friends, family and others:

What arrangements would you want to make?4. 
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How can you begin to pass on those important things to your family and friends 5. 
now, before it becomes too late?

Pray and ask God to help you as you attempt to pass on some of these things 6. 
to others.
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LESSON TWENTY-ONE:
A New Beginning 

1 Kings 2:13–4:34, 2 Chronicles 1:1–17

How many times have you seen a business owner pass the business along to a son that cares 
nothing for the business and, within a short time, the business is either sold or is bankrupt? 
Why does this happen so often? More often than not, it is because the son had no part in 
building the business and then it is dropped in his lap and he is expected to care about it. 
Since the son has not invested his own money, sweat, blood and tears, it is not a concern 
to him to see the business go by the wayside as long as his own personal needs are met.

In this lesson, David has died and the kingdom has been passed on to Solomon, his 
son, through Bathsheba. David gave Solomon some very specifi c directions about how 
to begin his rule. With David out of the way, what will Solomon do? Will he shrug off  
the instructions from his ailing and aged father? Will he follow the instructions? Will he 
follow God? Or will he turn his back on the One that had given him the kingdom?

Th is is the same issue that many of our teens face today. When they leave the home to 
attend college, enter the military or enter the full–time workforce, they have to make 
choices about their faith. Th ey can choose to turn their backs on the faith that they 
maintained while they were directed by their parents. Th ey can also choose to own that 
faith and let it guide them into their new world or they can turn their back on it.

We face this same choice today as well. When we leave the sanctuary of the local church 
and we leave the company of our church family, will we follow Jesus even when it causes 
us pain, suff ering or loss? Will we follow those things that we once set out hearts on or 
will we shrug our shoulders and say that was then and this is now?

Consider It

What was the relationship between Adonijah and Solomon? (1 Kings 2:13–1. 
18)

What request did Adonijah make of Bathsheba? (1 Kings 2:13–18)2. 
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How did Solomon respond to Bathsheba’s request? (1 Kings 2:19–25)3. 

Who did Solomon send to kill Adonijah? (1 Kings 2:19–25)4. 

What did Solomon do after killing Adonijah? (1 Kings 2:26–27)5. 

Why did Solomon not kill Abiathar the priest? (1 Kings 2:26–27)6. 

How did Joab respond to the news that Adonijah had been killed? (1 Kings 7. 
2:28–35)

What reasons did Solomon give for killing Joab? (1 Kings 2:28–35)8. 

What conditions did Solomon give Shimei for staying alive? (1 Kings 2:36–9. 
46)

How did Shimei respond to the off er? (1 Kings 2:36–46)10. 

Why did Shimei violate the terms of the agreement? (1 Kings 2:36–46)11. 

What was the result of killing the last of David’s enemies? (1 Kings 2:36–46)12. 

What was the fi rst action Solomon took after fulfi lling all of David’s instructions? 13. 
(1 Kings 3:1–5)

What was Solomon already involved in that indicated he might not follow his 14. 
father’s footsteps? (1 Kings 3:1–5)

What off er did God make to Solomon? (1 Kings 3:1–5)15. 

What did Solomon ask God to give him? (1 Kings 3:6–9)16. 

How did God respond to Solomon’s request? (1 Kings 3:10–15)17. 
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What did God give Solomon in response to his request? (1 Kings 3:10–15)18. 

How did Solomon respond to God after this event? (1 Kings 3:10–15)19. 

How did Solomon show his wisdom that God has given him? (1 Kings 3:16–20. 
28)

What did God also add to Solomon? (1 Kings 4:1–34)(2 Chronicles 1:14–17)21. 

Comprehend It

Why did Adonijah want Abishag as his wife?1. 

How is this similar to what Absalom did to David, Solomon’s father?2. 

Why did Bathsheba go to Solomon with Adonijah’s request?3. 

Was Solomon justifi ed in killing his brother? Why or why not?4. 

Why did Solomon dismiss Abiathar?5. 

How did Benaiah’s action diff er from Joab’s when Joab had served as David’s 6. 
commander?

Why did Solomon want Joab killed?7. 

Why did Solomon want Shimei killed?8. 

Why did God not judge Solomon for marrying outside of the Israelite 9. 
people?

Why is it amazing that God made an off er to Solomon to ask for anything he 10. 
would like?
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Why did Solomon ask for wisdom?11. 

What things could Solomon have asked God for?12. 

What did Solomon’s response indicate about his character?13. 

Why did Solomon call for the child to be killed and divided in two?14. 

Did this make Solomon a monster? Why or why not?15. 

How did what God provide Solomon diff er from what He had provided for 16. 
Saul and David?

From what God had provided Solomon, how would you have expected Solomon 17. 
to respond?

Connect It

What are some hard things that God has called you to do?1. 

Did you hesitate? Why or why not?2. 

In what ways have you been challenged to “own your faith”?3. 

What would you answer to God if He off ered you anything you could ask 4. 
for?

Do you think that a gift of God is to be used or to be shown off  to others? 5. 
Why?

Take a look at your own gifts from God. What might He be calling you to 6. 
do?
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LESSON TWENTY-TWO:
Letting God Set the Priorities 

1 Kings 5–7, 2 Chronicles 2–4

Have you ever known someone that had problems establishing the right priorities? I sure 
have! As a pastor, I have the responsibility and privilege of being the person that many 
people come to when they are in diffi  cult circumstances. Of all of the situations that 
develop in life, the one that seems to be the most prevalent are the fi nancial needs that 
sometimes creep up on us. I remember a particular family that came to me once indicating 
they needed help paying their utility bills. Upon further examination of their situation, I 
noted the following information:

(1) Th ey had cable television with every channel known to man.
(2) Th ey had phone service including all of the premium services.
(3) Th ey had high–speed internet at a high rate.
(4) Th ey ate out fi ve to eight times per week.
(5) Th ey had just purchased a DVD system for their van earlier that day.
(6) Th ey had cellular phones with over 1000 minutes per month and all the fancy 

services.
Th e problem they had was they had the wrong priorities when it came to their spending. 
Th ey also had problems keeping their rent paid. Th eir water had been turned off . Th ey had 
the wrong priorities for their spending. Th ey needed a budget that would place the right 
items at the front end of their money.

In our last lesson, Solomon had assumed the throne from his father, David, and had begun 
to work the plan that David had passed along to him. Now comes the part of the story 
where Solomon got to make the decision on what his priorities would be in his new throne. 
He began at the next logical step in the process. David had wanted to build a temple for 
God and set up Solomon to do so. Solomon had to decide whether or not to begin the 
project. Remember, this also means that he had to give up all of the gold, silver, iron and 
copper that David had assembled for the project.

Consider It

With King David dead, how did Hiram of Tyre respond to Solomon? (1 Kings 1. 
5:1–12)
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Why did Solomon want to build the temple (2 Chronicles 2:1–10)2. 

What did Solomon ask Hiram for? (1 Kings 5:1–12)(2 Chronicles 2:1–10)3. 

What did Solomon give in exchange for what Hiram provided? (1 Kings 4. 
5:1–12)(2 Chronicles 2:1–10)

Where did Solomon get his laborers for building the temple? (1 Kings 5:13–18)5. 
(2 Chronicles 2:1–10)

What jobs did the laborers perform? (1 Kings 5:13–18)(2 Chronicles 2:1–10)6. 

Assuming a cubit to be 1 and ½ feet, what were the dimensions of the temple? 7. 
(1 Kings 6:1–10)

Courtesy of Logos Bible Software, www.logos.com
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What was unique about the stone that was used to build the temple? (1 Kings 8. 
6:1–10)

What was God’s requirement for Solomon to live in peace and to reign over 9. 
His people? (1 Kings 6:11–13)

What were the primary materials used in building the temple? (1 Kings 6:14–10. 
36)

How long did it take to build the temple? (1 Kings 6:37–38)11. 

How long did it take Solomon to build his own house? (1 Kings 7:1–5)12. 

What were the dimensions of Solomon’s house? (1 Kings 7:1–5)13. 

What unique features did Solomon’s house include? (1 Kings 7:6–12)14. 

What were the primary materials used to build Solomon’s house? (1 Kings 15. 
7:6–12)

What work did Hiram of Tyre do personally for the building of the temple?16. 
(1 Kings 7:15–47)(2 Chronicles 2:13–16)

How much bronze was used in building the temple? (1 Kings 7:15–47)17. 
(2 Chronicles 3:3–4:22)

What work did Solomon do personally for the building of the temple?18. 
(1 Kings 7:48–51)(2 Chronicles 4:19–22)

Comprehend It

What was Solomon’s fi rst priority once he had solidifi ed his government?1. 

Why did Solomon off er to pay for the service of Hiram of Tyre?2. 
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How were Solomon’s actions a fulfi llment of the warning Samuel had given 3. 
the people when they asked for a king? (See 1 Samuel 8)

How does the number of workers help you understand the magnitude of the 4. 
project of building the temple and Solomon’s palace?

Why did God provide us with the exact date of beginning and ending the 5. 
building of the temple?

How has the dimensions of the temple better helped you to understand the 6. 
picture of the temple?

Why was it mentioned that no hammer or tool was used on the stones once 7. 
they were inside the temple?

With Solomon already building the temple, why did God tell Solomon the way 8. 
to make sure that He would inhabit it?

Was the temple literally to be the house that God lived in? Why or why not?9. 

If not, why build it?10. 

With all of the gold, silver and polished copper and bronze, what would the 11. 
inside of the temple look like?

What would be the light source of the temple?12. 

How would this aff ect the sights of the interior?13. 

Why did Solomon build his own house larger than the temple?14. 

Did this make Solomon’s house more valuable than God’s? Why or why not?15. 

What was the purpose for which Solomon built his house?16. 
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How did Solomon fi nish the building of the temple at the end of 1 Kings 7?17. 

What does this tell you about his attitude toward the temple and toward 18. 
David?

Connect It

In your opinion, did Solomon carry forth the same priorities as David? Why 1. 
or why not?

What were the priorities of your parents:2. 
a. Spiritually
b. Financially
c. Physically
d. Vocationally

Out of the following groups, which would you do fi rst (circle your choice):3. 
a. Read your Bible, Pray, Sleep
b. Watch TV, Read a Book, Read your Sunday School Lesson
c. Pay rent, rent a movie, pay electric bill
d. Turn off  internet, turn off  cable, turn off  cell phone
e. Call a sick friend, play a sport, play a video game
f. Work some extra hours, get some extra sleep, do some extra Bible study

Which of the priorities do you think God would have you do?4. 

What needs to change?5. 

How can you allow God to help you set your priorities this week?6. 

At the end of the week, write down how you did.7. 



99

LESSON TWENTY-THREE:
Solomon’s Dedication to Serving God 

1 Kings 8–9, 2 Chronicles 5–7

Have you ever been to the Grand Opening of a store, event, parade, or something else 
special? When this is done in the United States Navy, for commissioning a ship, it is quite 
an event. One such event was the commissioning of the USS Oriole. It was a small ship 
used for coastal mine hunting. Th is particular ship was the fi rst of its class. Th e day began 
with inspections of the ship by the shipyard and the captain of the ship. Later, the crew 
was inspected, dignitaries spoke about the usefulness of the ship and the professionalism 
of its crew, the ship was christened with a large bottle of champagne, and fi nally the ship 
departed its berth at the pier in the shipyard and came down the skids into the water and 
got underway for sea trials. Th e thing that stood out most about the day was the excitement 
and anticipation as the launching of the ship represented the culmination of many years 
of work planning, building, funding and completing all of the details of a new class of 
fi ghting ship.

In this lesson, we will look at an even more exciting event: the dedication of the completed 
temple. Th is time, however, the dignitaries are King Solomon, all of the priests and 
Levites, and even God Himself will speak at the event! How could there be any more 
exciting day? Well, how about the day that Jesus came to live in your heart as Lord and 
Savior of your soul? Just like the dedication of the temple, God came into you that day 
and prepared you to enter service for Him and for worship.

Consider It

What was the fi nal step for building the temple? (1 Kings 8:1–11)(2 Chronicles 1. 
5:1–10)

What was placed in the temple? (1 Kings 8:1–11)(2 Chronicles 5:1–10)2. 

Where was the ark placed in the temple? (1 Kings 8:1–11)(2 Chronicles 5:1–3. 
10)



Dr. Jack M. Jacob

100

What was in the ark when it was placed in the temple? (1 Kings 8:1–11)(2 4. 
Chronicles 5:1–10)

What was sacrifi ced at the dedication of the temple? (1 Kings 8:1–11)(2 5. 
Chronicles 5:1–10)

How did the people worship God after the placing of the ark in the temple? 6. 
(2 Chronicles 5:11–14)

Who was present at the dedication of the temple? (2 Chronicles 5:11–14)7. 

How did God respond to the dedication of the temple? (1 Kings 8:1–11)8. 
(2 Chronicles 5:11–14)

How did Solomon address the people at the dedication of the temple?9. 
(1 Kings 8:12–21)(2 Chronicles 6:1–11)

How did all the people see Solomon as he prayed to the Lord on their behalf?10. 
(2 Chronicles 6:1–11)

How did Solomon begin his prayer of dedication for the temple? (1 Kings 8:22–26)11. 
(2 Chronicles 6:12–17)

Did Solomon actually expect God to live in the temple? Give reasons for your 12. 
answer. (1 Kings 8:27–31)(2 Chronicles 6:18–21)

What specifi c issues did Solomon foresee would be issues or instances where 13. 
God would interact with His people?

a. (1 Kings 8:31–32)(2 Chronicles 6:22–23)
b. (1 Kings 8:33–34)(2 Chronicles 6:24–25)
c. (1 Kings 8:35–36)(2 Chronicles 6:26–27)
d. (1 Kings 8:37–40)(2 Chronicles 6:28–31)
e. (1 Kings 8:41–43)(2 Chronicles 6:32–33)
f. (1 Kings 8:44–45)(2 Chronicles 6:34–35)
g. (1 Kings 8:46–52)(2 Chronicles 6:36–39)
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What other requests did Solomon have of God? (2 Chronicles 6:40–42)14. 

How did God respond to Solomon’s prayer? (2 Chronicles 7:1–3)15. 

What specifi c blessings did Solomon speak over the people? (1 Kings 8:54–61)16. 

What instructions did Solomon give the people for the worship of God?17. 
(1 Kings 8:54–61)

What other events happened at the dedication of the temple? (1 Kings 8:62–66)18. 
(2 Chronicles 7:4–10)

Why did Solomon not use the Bronze Altar for the off ering of the sacrifi ces?19. 
(2 Chronicles 7:4–10)

How long did the people feast at the dedication of the temple? (2 Chronicles 20. 
7:4–10)

What were God’s conditions for accepting both Solomon and the temple?21. 
 (1 Kings 9:1–9)(2 Chronicles 7:11–22)

What did God promise the people if they do not obey Him? (2 Chronicles 22. 
7:11–22)

Comprehend It

Why was it important to have the ark in the temple?1. 

What was in the ark when the people were traveling through the wilderness?2. 

Why were the stone tablets in the ark when it was placed in the temple?3. 

Why did Solomon off er sacrifi ces prior to placing the ark in the temple?4. 
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What sacrifi ces would he have off ered?5. 

What was the signifi cance of each one?6. 

Why did Solomon need to remind the people of the story of how the temple 7. 
came about?

What was the temple to represent for the people?8. 

Why did Solomon pick the specifi c issues for God’s intervention in 1 Kings 9. 
8:31–52?

What did Solomon see as the answer for all of the problems that would come 10. 
their way?

What was the mood of the events for the dedication of the temple?11. 

What does this teach us about the mood for worship?12. 

Connect It

Why is it important for us to remember the things God has done for us?1. 

Why should God answer anyone’s prayers?2. 

Why should God answer your prayers?3. 

Does it matter what attitude we bring to worship? Why or why not?4. 

If God put the same conditions on accepting you and your prayers that He put 5. 
on accepting the temple and Solomon, how would you do?

What conditions does God put on His acceptance of us?6. 
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How do we meet those conditions?7. 

What sins have you fallen into that you need to confess to God?8. 

Based on what you have learned, how will God respond to your confession?9. 

Pray this week and ask God to dedicate you to His use and to let His presence 10. 
live in you and through you.
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LESSON TWENTY-FOUR:
The Greatest Man and the Greatest Fall 

1 Kings 10–11, 2 Chronicles 8–9

Th e United States was shocked in the 1990’s by a scandal that threatened our government, 

our president and even our international standing. President William Jeff erson Clinton 

was brought up on impeachment proceedings for his involvement with a White House 

intern by the name of Monica Lewinsky. Th e president had repeatedly denied any kind of 

relationship with the twenty–something woman, even to the point of fl atly stating it on 

national and international television interviews. During the course of the investigation, 

the sordid details of a devious and twisted relationship were revealed. Th e entire world 

was left with the same questions: How could the world’s most powerful man, with a wife 

and child, fall into such abhorrent behavior? How could the president of the United States 

use his power and position to infl uence offi  cials, secret service men, marshals and even 

White House staff  to help him cover up a common aff air? How could this man fall from 

such great heights of popularity and prestige and sink into a pit of degradation?

Th e answer to this question is always the same, although it may take slightly diff erent 

paths. When a man takes his eyes off  of God and puts them on himself (President Clinton 

claimed to be a Christian), he will fall every time. Proverbs tells us that pride comes before 

the fall (Proverbs 16:18). Is it not ironic that this very Proverb was written by another great 

man that fell into disrepute over women and power?

In our lesson this week, we will look into the demise of the great King Solomon. In order 

for this study to help us, we want to consider how Solomon came to fall into such dire 

circumstances after fl ying to the heights we have read about up to this point. Seeing this, 

we want to ask ourselves, and God, how we can avoid the same pitfalls.

Consider It

From the map below, how far did the Queen of Sheba travel to visit Solomon?1. 

 (1 Kings 10:1–13)
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What brought the queen to Israel? (1 Kings 10:1–13)2. 

What did the queen bring with her on her journey? (1 Kings 10:1–13)3. 

What particular things impressed the queen about Solomon? (1 Kings 10:1–4. 

13)

Who did the queen credit for Solomon’s wisdom and prosperity? (1 Kings 5. 

10:1–13)

What gifts did the queen give Solomon? (1 Kings 10:1–13)6. 

What did Solomon do with all of the gold he received from various sources?7. 

(1 Kings 10:14–22)

What was the result of all of God’s provision for Solomon? (1 Kings 10:23–8. 

25)

What other ways did Solomon build up his kingdom? (1 Kings 10:26–29)9. 

Besides his wife from Egypt, what other nations did Solomon make treaties 10. 

with by marrying their women? (1 Kings 11:1–8)

How many wives did Solomon have? (1 Kings 11:1–8)11. 

What result did the wives have on Solomon later in life? (1 Kings 11:1–8)12. 

Why was God angry with Solomon? (1 Kings 11:9–13)13. 

What was Solomon’s punishment to be for this? (1 Kings 11:9–13)14. 
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Who did God raise up to oppose Solomon? (1 Kings 11:14–40)15. 

What two nations did Hadad represent? (1 Kings 11:14–22)16. 

Why did Rezon of Damascus abhor Israel? (1 Kings 11:23–25)17. 

Why did Jeroboam revolt against Solomon? (1 Kings 11:26–40)18. 

What instructions did God give Jeroboam for reigning in Israel? (1 Kings 19. 

11:26–40)

Comprehend It

From the map, why may have the Queen of Sheba come to Solomon with so 1. 

much gold and gifts? (Hint: Notice the close proximity to Ophir)

What did Solomon use to win over the Queen of Sheba?2. 

What should he have used?3. 

Read Deuteronomy 17:16–18. What areas did Solomon violate from God’s 4. 

instructions to the king?

Read 1 Kings 12:1–4. What could Solomon have done with the copious amounts 5. 

of gold he received each year?

Did God keep His word to Solomon? How did He keep it or violate it?6. 

Why had God warned the Israelites not to marry foreign women?7. 

What other gods did Solomon worship?8. 
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Why is this signifi cant?9. 

Why did the writer of 1 Kings mention that God had appeared to Solomon 10. 

twice concerning ruling over the people?

What was ironic about the rebels God raised up against Solomon?11. 

Why did God not just take the kingdom away from Solomon?12. 

What does this reveal about God?13. 

What did God’s instructions to Jeroboam indicate about God’s character?14. 

What did Solomon’s sin cost him?15. 

Connect It

Solomon was the wisest man that ever lived and he failed, what does this tell 1. 

you about following God?

What does it tell you about our adversary, Satan?2. 

What was the beginning of Solomon’s failure?3. 

What sin are you struggling with right now?4. 

What was the beginning of that sin?5. 

What were some of the early warning signs of Solomon’s failure?6. 

Are there any warning signs in your life?7. 
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What did the consequences of Solomon’s sin teach you about sin in your own 8. 

life?

What does God promise in 1 John 1:9?9. 

Spend time this week asking God to help you rely on Him more and less on 10. 

yourself as you seek to live for Him.

Ask God to help you get rid of things that tempt you to lean on them instead 11. 

of leaning on God.
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A Map of the Ancient Near East during Solomon’s Reign

Courtesy of Logos Bible Software, www.logos.com
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LESSON TWENTY-FIVE:
Choosing Right Company and Right Directions 

1 Kings 12, 2 Chronicles 10–11

Have you ever had to make a really important decision and were so unsure of what you 
should do that you went and asked someone else’s advice? As a pastor, many people come 
to me for advice about who to marry, whether or not to move, what ministry to be involved 
in, etc. It seems the list can be endless. Many people also go to professionals for advice 
about other situations. Th ey go to a doctor for medical advice, a banker for fi nancial advice, 
a parent for advice on raising kids, and computer savvy friends for advice on buying or 
repairing a computer. Why do we go to others to ask for their advice? Probably for one of 
a few reasons: First, we are unsure of our own ability in an area, so having someone else’s 
advice makes us feel more secure that we are doing the right thing. Second, we know 
that the person or persons to whom we are going for advice are experts in their fi elds and 
have had the training to know what to do in a certain circumstance. Lastly, we may go 
to others for their advice because we really want to do the right thing, but simply do not 
know what the right thing is.

But does it really matter who you go to for advice? Certainly! If you went to a kindergartner 
for advice on marital relationships, they would be of no help. Similarly, if you to someone 
for fi nancial advice that is only interested making themselves rich, you will probably not 
get the best advice (unless they get a percentage). Since you normally go to those closest 
to you for advice, it makes sense that you must be careful who you let into your sphere of 
infl uence. Important decisions, and even your life, may just depend on it.

Consider It

Why did the people assemble in Shechem? (1 Kings 12:1–5)(2 Chronicles 1. 
10:1–5)

Why did Jeroboam return from exile in Egypt? (1 Kings 12:1–5)(2 Chronicles 2. 
10:1–5)
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What request did the people make of Rehoboam? (1 Kings 12:1–5)(2 Chronicles 3. 
10:1–5)

Why did Rehoboam send the people away for three days? (1 Kings 12:1–5)4. 
(2 Chronicles 10:1–5)

What advice did Solomon’s advisors give to Rehoboam? (1 Kings 12:6–7)5. 
(2 Chronicles 10:6–7)

How did Rehoboam respond to their advice? (1 Kings 12:8)(2 Chronicles 6. 
10:8)

What advice did the younger men give Rehoboam? (1 Kings 12:9–11)7. 
(2 Chronicles 10:9–11)

Which advice did Rehoboam follow? (1 Kings 12:12–15)(2 Chronicles 10:12–8. 
15)

Why did Rehoboam follow that advice? (1 Kings 12:12–15)(2 Chronicles 9. 
10:12–15)

How did the people respond to Rehoboam’s decision? (1 Kings 12:16–19)10. 
(1 Chronicles 10:16–19)

What happened to Jeroboam? (1 Kings 12:20)11. 

How did Rehoboam respond to this? (1 Kings 12:21–24)(2 Chronicles 11:1–12. 
13)

Why did God say all of this had happened? (1 Kings 12:21–24)(2 Chronicles 13. 
11:1–13)

What did Jeroboam do when he fi rst became king? (1 Kings 12:25–33)14. 
(2 Chronicles 11:14–17)
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Why did he do this? (1 Kings 12:25–33)(2 Chronicles 11:14–17)15. 

Comprehend It

What was the relationship of Rehoboam to Solomon?1. 

Which advice should Rehoboam have listened to? Why?2. 

From the advice of the younger men, what would you assume about their 3. 
character?

Why did Rehoboam go to the people for advice in the fi rst place?4. 

Who should Rehoboam have gone to for advice?5. 

Why does Rehoboam follow the advice of the younger men over the older?6. 

Who left with Jeroboam?7. 

Who stayed with Rehoboam?8. 

Why is this signifi cant?9. 

What chain of events was set in motion that day before the people, the king 10. 
and the Lord?

Why did Jeroboam end up being king over Israel?11. 

How does this story help you to understand how God works in our world with 12. 
people that also have a human will?
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Connect It

How do people around you aff ect the way you live your life?1. 

Can you think of anything specifi c that others around you have infl uenced you 2. 
to do, directly or indirectly?

Why is it important that we make our closest friendships with Christians?3. 

If Rehoboam had surrounded himself with people like his grandfather, David, 4. 
how might this have turned out diff erently?

What can we learn about those around us and their eff ect on our lives?5. 

Is peer pressure something only kids and teens go through? Why or why not?6. 

What specifi c action is God leading you to do that would help to make sure 7. 
that you are not adversely aff ected by those around you?

How does 1 Corinthians 15:33–34 apply to this story? Your life?8. 

Pray and commit to God to do whatever He laid on your heat as a result of 9. 
this lesson.
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LESSON TWENTY-SIX:
With a Friend Like That…Who Needs Enemies? 

1 Kings 13–14, 2 Chronicles 12

Have you ever heard that saying before? It is usually used after a friend has hurt you, 
used you or deceived you. Th e sentiment being expressed is: I would expect this kind of 
treatment from one of my enemies, but aren’t we supposed to be on the same side? If you 
have ever said this or have been with someone when it has applied, you know that the 
deepest wounds a person can have is when he is betrayed by a friend. Our Lord experienced 
this when Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ inner circle of twelve, went to the authorities and 
made arrangements to hand Jesus over to them for torture and execution (See Matthew 
26:14–56).

How would you feel if this happened to you? In our lesson today, we see this is a theme 
that runs throughout the Bible and throughout the whole of human experience. Th ose 
that we love the most, and we think are the most dedicated to us, are the ones that will 
usually hurt us the worst. Th e question we have to consider is how do we keep from being 
in this circumstance, or are we just perpetual victims with no hope of rising above or 
getting any better?

Consider It

Where was Jeroboam sacrifi cing when the man of God showed up to him?1. 
(1 Kings 13:1–10)

What word did the man of God bring to Jeroboam? (1 Kings 13:1–10)2. 

How did Jeroboam respond? (1 Kings 13:1–10)3. 

Why did the man of God not go to Jeroboam’s house? (1 Kings 13:1–10)4. 
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How did the old prophet convince the man of God to return to Bethel?5. 
(1 Kings 13:11–19)

What wrong had the man of God committed? (1 Kings 13:20–34)6. 

What was the man of God’s punishment for committing the sin? (1 Kings 7. 
13:20–34)

What was odd about the way the man of God died? (1 Kings 13:20–34)8. 

What plan did Jeroboam hatch to deceive God? (1 Kings 14:1–20)9. 

Why did he plan this? (1 Kings 14:1–20)10. 

How did Abijah respond to Jeroboam’s plan? (1 Kings 14:1–20)11. 

What was Jeroboam’s punishment for deceiving the people and leading them 12. 
into idolatry? (1 Kings 14:1–20)

What was the punishment for the people for participating? (1 Kings 14:1–20)13. 

What sins did the people of Judah commit for which God punished them so 14. 
severely? (1 Kings 14:21–31)

How did God punish them for their sins? (1 Kings 14:21–31)(2 Chronicles 15. 
12:1–8)

How did Rehoboam try to cover up the shame of his defeat? (1 Kings 14:21–31)16. 
(2 Chronicles 12:9–16)
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Comprehend It

Why is it signifi cant where Jeroboam was sacrifi cing when the Man of God 1. 
came to him?

Why did Jeroboam refer to God as “the Lord 2. your God”?

Who was the prophet living in Bethel?3. 

Why did the man of God listen to the old prophet’s invitation to return and 4. 
eat when he had refused the king?

Does the punishment of the man of God and the letting go of the false prophet 5. 
seem fair to you? Why or why not?

What did the circumstances of the death of the man of God indicate to those 6. 
passing by?

Why did the false prophet retrieve the body of the man of God from the 7. 
road?

How is this like Judas Iscariot’s treatment of Jesus and subsequent actions in 8. 
Matthew 27:1–10?

What does the fact that Abijah recognized Jeroboam’s wife indicate about 9. 
God?

Why did the man of God, in 1 Kings 13 and the people in 1 Kings 14, not cry 10. 
out to God and say they had been misled?

What does this indicate about their beliefs about God?11. 

What was the diff erence between Rehoboam’s response to punishment and 12. 
Jeroboam’s response?



Followers of God or Followers of Men

117 

What does this teach us about God?13. 

Connect It

Have you ever been misled by someone you thought was your friend? If so, 1. 
describe it.

What hurt more, the thing done wrong or the fact that a “friend” did it to you? 2. 
Why?

Why did God treat the man of God harsher than the false prophet?3. 

What does this remind you?4. 

Why did God treat the people of Israel harsher than Jeroboam?5. 

What does this remind you?6. 

What “friends” do you have right now that might want to deceive you into 7. 
going against what God wants for you?

How will you respond to those “friends”?8. 

Pray that God will give you the courage to resist the infl uence and deception 9. 
of those that want to destroy your walk with God.

Pray for others in your church that need this same protection.10. 
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LESSON TWENTY-SEVEN:
A Light Shines in the Darkness 

1 Kings 15:1–7, 2 Chronicles 13

Have you ever tried to work a Rubik’s Cube? It is one of those time–consuming devices 
that came out in the 1980’s to test your ability to recognize and apply patterns to solve 
a cube of six diff erent colored sides that allowed for movement of a row of three blocks 
at a time horizontally or vertically. It was designed as a children’s toy (or torture device, 
depending on your profi ciency). I owned one of these very frustrating toys when I was 
eight years of age.

I would work and work and work that cube trying to get all of the same colored blocks on 
the same side, and make sure the other fi ve sides had all of the same color on each one as 
well. Just about the time I thought I had it fi gured out, I would realize that only the side I 
was on would be right and the rest would be messed up. Th is would go on for hours until 
I solved the puzzle or tore it apart and put it together. I would then start out by messing 
it up and trying to solve it again. Th is could go on for days.

In our lesson this week, we see a bright spot on the frustrating puzzle that has become 
of the nation of Israel. Divided, spiritually and politically, the nation is going through a 
cycle of one evil ruler after another. Th at is until Abijah takes over from Rehoboam. Th at 
is when the puzzle seems to come together, at least until the next ruler takes over.

What we hope to see in this lesson is what it takes to turn back to God when we have done 
wrong. What does it take for God to forgive us and restore us and bless our lives once again 
with His presence? Th e Israelites should have known this from their interaction with God 
in the past, but they, like us, had a poor memory when it came to spiritual lessons.

Consider It

When did Abijah become king over Judah? (1 Kings 15:1–7)(2 Chronicles 1. 
13:1–3)

Who was Abijah’s mother? (1 Kings 15:1–7)(2 Chronicles 13:1–3)2. 
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What kind of king was Abijah? (1 Kings 15:1–7)3. 

Why did God allow Abijah to remain king? (1 Kings 15:1–7)4. 

How many men were involved in the civil war between Judah and Israel?5. 
(2 Chronicles 13:1–3)

To what did Abijah attribute Jeroboam’s reign as king? (2 Chronicles 13:4–7)6. 

Why did Abijah tell Israel they are going to lose the battle? (2 Chronicles 7. 
13:8–12)

Why did Abijah believe he will win this civil war? (2 Chronicles 13:8–12)8. 

Describe the battle situation in which Abijah found himself. (2 Chronicles 9. 
13:13–19)

What was the result of the battle? (2 Chronicles 13:13–19)10. 

Why did the battle turn out this way? (2 Chronicles 13:13–19)11. 

Comprehend It

Trace the line of kings from David to the present chapter?1. 

Why is this important to remember?2. 

How long does it take for the nation to forget God?3. 

What does this teach you about walking with God?4. 

Why do these two chapters list diff erent names for what appears to be the 5. 
same people?
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Is this a contradiction? Why or why not?6. 

How does the Kings passage confi rm Chronicles as an important part of the 7. 
Bible?

How should the Israelites have responded to Abijah’s accusations against their 8. 
king?

From the character of Abijah’s reign in 1 Kings, what do we learn about him 9. 
while reading 2 Chronicles?

How do you explain the change from praise to criticism?10. 

How should the battle against Jeroboam have turned out, from an earthly 11. 
perspective?

Why did it turn out diff erently?12. 

Connect It

From this lesson, what did you learn about God’s willingness to forgive?1. 

What sins do you need to seek God’s forgiveness for right now?2. 

Do you believe He will forgive you?3. 

How can not dealing with that sin aff ect others?4. 

What will you do about it?5. 

What about those temptations that have not become sin yet?6. 

What else did you learn about the character of God in this passage?7. 
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LESSON TWENTY-EIGHT:
Where Are They Now? 
1 Kings 15:8–15, 2 Chronicles 14–16

Th e other day I saw the picture of Bo Jackson on the side of a bottle of Barbeque Sauce. I 
thought to myself, “So Bo Jackson became a chef?”(He was pictured on the bottle dressed 
as a chef.) I checked the internet for information on the once two–sport champion. Sure 
enough! Bo Jackson, the running back that stunned Auburn and the NFL and the baseball 
player that had done fairly well in the Majors, was now cooking for people with salaries 
more than he used to make. Th at was weird. How did that happen?

Th at day reminded me of others I have known. For instance, there was a man, let’s call 
him Dave. Dave was in church, dedicated, involved and attending every time the doors 
were open. Dave was involved in hospitality for the church, worked with children and 
helped out with the recreation ministry of the church. He was energetic and helpful and 
really seemed to be on fi re for the Lord. Dave was the kind of guy a pastor wished he 
had a hundred of. Th en one day it happened. Dave fell into sexual sin and was gone just 
like that. He no longer attended church, had little time to talk about the Bible, God or 
anything Christian and had pretty much even given up on living for Christ in any way. 
How did he get there? Simple. He made one little decision that aff ected the rest of his 
life, his family, his church and many others around him. You probably guessed it, but he 
had an aff air.

In one instant, Dave went from on fi re to fi red. He went from tall to small. His decision 
had enormous impact. Before we are too hard on Dave, realize that we have also made 
those mistakes. We may not have had an extramarital aff air, but we have sinned just the 
same. When we sin, we turn our back on God and we have to decide whether or not to 
turn back to Him or turn our back on Him. In our lesson today, we see King Asa go from 
hero to zero in forty years. We see him go from leading to pleading in a short time and it 
all came down to one decision.

From this lesson, we will see the incredible impact one decision can have in our lives and 
we will be challenged to think about this when facing decisions.



Dr. Jack M. Jacob

122

Consider It

Who became king after Abijah? (1 Kings 15:8–15)(2 Chronicles 14:1–8)1. 

What kind of king was he? (1 Kings 15:8–15)(2 Chronicles 14:1–8)2. 

How did Asa attempt to bring Judah back into worship of God? (1 Kings 15:8–15)3. 
(2 Chronicles 14:1–8)

How did Asa focus on building up Judah? (2 Chronicles 14:1–8)4. 

What was Asa’s battle plan for fi ghting the Ethiopians? (2 Chronicles 14:9–5. 
15)

How did God react to Asa turning the people back to Him? (2 Chronicles 6. 
14:9–15)

What warning did Azariah deliver to Asa for God? (2 Chronicles 15:1–7)7. 

How did Asa respond to the warning of Azariah? (2 Chronicles 15:8–19)8. 

How did the people of Israel respond to Asa’s success? (2 Chronicles 15:8–19)9. 

How did the people know God was with them? (2 Chronicles 15:8–19)10. 

What was to be done to any who would not follow God? (2 Chronicles 15:8-11. 
19)

How long did the men of Judah enjoy peace? (2 Chronicles 15:8–19)12. 

Why did Baasha build the city of Ramah? (2 Chronicles 16:1–6)13. 

How did Asa respond to Baasha’s challenge? (2 Chronicles 16:1–6)14. 
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Did Asa’s plan work? (2 Chronicles 16:1–6)15. 

What was God’s message to Asa through Hanani the seer? (2 Chronicles 16. 
16:7–14)

What event did God remind Asa of? (2 Chronicles 16:7–14)17. 

Why did God remind Asa of this event? (2 Chronicles 16:7–14)18. 

How did Asa respond to Hanani’s message? (2 Chronicles 16:7–14)19. 

Comprehend It

Why did Asa start with cleaning up the spirituality of the land?1. 

How did Asa’s fi rst decision to clean up the land aff ect the rest of his 2. 
decisions?

What lesson should Asa have learned in the fi rst ten years of his reign?3. 

How as Asa able to defeat such a large army?4. 

Do you notice a pattern with the kings of Israel and Judah? What is it?5. 

How did God provide for all of the wealth that had been plundered from Israel 6. 
under earlier kings?

Why does God warn Asa AFTER the battle with the Ethiopians?7. 

How was Asa’s reign like the Israelites in the wilderness?8. 

Why did Asa deal so harshly with those that did not want to follow God?9. 
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Why did Asa bring the dedicated things into the temple?10. 

Why did Asa take the dedicated things back out of the temple later?11. 

How did this show he was sinning?12. 

What was Asa’s sin when facing Baasha and the Israelites?13. 

Why should Asa have trusted God against Baasha?14. 

In your opinion, why did he not?15. 

How was Asa’s death similar to what his life had become?16. 

Connect It

From Asa’s start, how would you have expected this story to end?1. 

Why did it not end that way?2. 

How did your walk with Christ begin?3. 

What is diff erent now?4. 

Is it easier to look at Asa and think he should have known better or to look at 5. 
yourself and know that you should have known better? Why?

What is one decision you wish you could go back and do over?6. 

How would that decision have turned out diff erently had you trusted God 7. 
instead of yourself?
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How can you keep what happened to Asa from happening to you?8. 

What will you do to ensure it does not?9. 

Pray and ask God’s help with your plan to walk with Him.10. 
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LESSON TWENTY-NINE:
A Tale of Two Nation 

1 Kings 15:23–16:34, 2 Chronicles 17

Have you ever noticed how two children can come from the same family and turn out 
very diff erently? For instance, one child will grow up to be brainy and the other athletic. 
One child will excel in school and the other will drop out. One child will be artistic and 
the other analytical. While not always to these extremes, it is fairly common for two 
children in the same family, growing up in the same house, disciplined the same way, to 
turn out diff erently. What makes this happen? Why don’t they turn out the same? It truly 
is a mystery.

In our lesson this week, we see the two twin nations that once made up the single nation 
of Israel, but are now split to form Israel and Judah. Th ey come from the same family 
and they have the same rules for religion and relationship with God. When Jehoshaphat 
became king, Judah went one way and Israel went the other. Why is this? It is because of 
how they did or did not worship the Lord and which direction their leader went. We will 
see in this lesson that who we follow can have drastic consequences for us. We can enjoy 
the best of the best, in our relationship with Jesus, or we can fail miserably. Hopefully, 
this will encourage us to do the best and make right decisions.

Consider It

What kind of king had Asa been to Judah? (See previous lesson)1. 

How did Asa die? (1 Kings 15:23–24)(2 Chronicles 17:1–2)2. 

What was the relationship between Jehoshaphat and Asa? (1 Kings 15:23–24)3. 
(2 Chronicles 17:1–2)

What kind of king was Jehoshaphat? (2 Chronicles 17:3–19)4. 
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How did God respond to Jehoshaphat’s leadership? (2 Chronicles 17:3–19)5. 

What steps did Jehoshaphat take to clean up Judah? (2 Chronicles 17:3–19)6. 

How did the nations around Judah respond to Jehoshaphat’s leadership? (2 7. 
Chronicles 17:3–19)

What did Jehoshaphat do for the people while he was king? (2 Chronicles 8. 
17:3–19)

What was the size of Jehoshaphat’s army? (2 Chronicles 17:3–19)9. 

Complete the following chart for Israel:10. 

King __________ (1 Kings 15:25–31)

How Long 
Ruled

Character

Actions

God’s Response

How Died

Who Succeeded
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King ___________ (1 Kings 15:32–16:6)

How Long 
Ruled

Character

Actions

God’s Response

How Died

Who Succeeded

King _______________ (1 Kings 16:7–14)

How Long 
Ruled

Character

Actions



129

God’s Response

How Died

Who Succeeded

King _________ (1 Kings 16:15–20)

How Long 
Ruled

Character

Actions

God’s Response

How Died

Who Succeeded

King __________ (1 Kings 15:21–28)
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How Long 
Ruled

Character

Actions

God’s Response

How Died

Who Succeeded

King __________ (1 Kings 15:29–34)

How Long 
Ruled

Character

Actions

God’s Response

Comprehend It

Trace the lineage of Jehoshaphat back to David.1. 
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Why is this important?2. 

Complete the following diagram3. 

Judah

King 

King 

Israel

King 

King 

King 

King 

King 

King 

From the diagram above, what lesson do we learn about the future of the nation 4. 
compared to the character of the leader?

What lesson do you think is missing from Israel?5. 

Why is it missing?6. 

How does this apply to our nation?7. 

How could Israel’s future have been diff erent?8. 

Connect It

Does it matter who we vote for to lead our nation, state, county, city or even 1. 
local entity? Why or why not?

What can you do to help ensure our nation does not follow the same path as 2. 
Israel?
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In addition to selecting the right leader, what else can we do for our leader?3. 

Th ink about your own personal experience, why is it important to take care in 4. 
who you follow as an example?

Is there anyone in your life now that you are following, but may not be leading 5. 
you in the right direction?

What will you do about it?6. 
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LESSON THIRTY:
Elijah: Following God in Difficult Circumstances 

1 Kings 17–18

Have you ever been in a situation where following God and honoring Him either did not 
make sense or was not very popular? Maybe you had to make a diffi  cult decision at work 
to follow God even though it meant the loss of a promotion or client. Maybe you have had 
to make a decision to admit to something you did wrong at school even though it meant 
that you would get into trouble or even be expelled. Maybe you are faced with a decision 
like this even today. What should you do? Th e easy answer is to say that you should do 
what God would have you do, but sometimes it is not as simple to actually DO it as it is 
to say you need to.

How do you make those diffi  cult decisions to follow God? Th e world says you need to do 
otherwise in order to make it, but God says no. What do you do? In our lesson today, we 
will take our fi rst look at Elijah. Elijah was both one of the most well-known prophets 
in the Bible and the least understood. We read about the awesome power with which he 
faced the enemies of God and then we see the deep depression he fell into afterward. We 
read about him doing marvelous miracles and then running scared. In spite of all the 
circumstances he found himself in, he was faithful to do all God had called him to do 
and God used him to do awesome things for the kingdom.

What about us today? Do we fi nd ourselves in diffi  cult circumstances where we are 
tempted to follow the world instead of God? Yes. Unless you live under a rock! In this 
lesson we will attempt to show the value of following God in diffi  cult circumstances. We 
will also consider how we can follow Elijah’s example.

Consider It

Who was Elijah? (1 Kings 17:1–7)1. 

How did God plan to provide for Elijah during the drought He would cause?2. 
(1 Kings 17:1–7)
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How did Elijah respond to God’s instructions? (1 Kings 17:1–7)3. 

What did God tell Elijah to do next? (1 Kings 17:8–16)4. 

What happened when Elijah arrived at Zarephath? (1 Kings 17:8–16)5. 

Why did the woman say she could not bring Elijah any bread? (1 Kings 6. 
17:8–16)

How did God provide for the woman and her son? (1 Kings 17:8–16)7. 

What catastrophe struck the woman? (1 Kings 17:17–24)8. 

How did the woman respond? (1 Kings 17:17–24)9. 

How did God provide for the woman in her catastrophe? (1 Kings 17:17–24)10. 

How bad was the famine in the land during Ahab’s reign? (1 Kings 18:1–7)11. 

Why was Obadiah afraid to tell Ahab he had found Elijah? (1 Kings 18:8–12. 
19)

Why did Obadiah believe God should protect him? (1 Kings 18:8–19)13. 

Why did Ahab call Elijah the troubler of Israel? (1 Kings 18:8–19)14. 

What did Elijah suggest would be a way to understand who was the true God?15. 
 (1 Kings 18:20–24)

Who did Elijah challenge to the contest? (1 Kings 18:20–24)16. 

Who showed up for the challenge? (1 Kings 18:25–35)17. 
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What did the people do when Baal did not answer? (1 Kings 18:25–35)18. 

What steps did Elijah take to get God to answer with fi re? (1 Kings 18:36–19. 
40)

How did the people respond to the power of God? (1 Kings 18:36–40)20. 

What did Elijah tell King Ahab to do next? (1 Kings 18:41–46)21. 

What happened when Elijah sent his messenger to look for rain after all of the 22. 
years of drought? (1 Kings 18:41–46)

How many times did the servant have to check before the rain came? (1 Kings 23. 
18:41–46)

How did God prove to Ahab that it was His hand in the drought and famine?24. 
(1 Kings 18:41–46)

Comprehend It

Why did God not speak to the people through one of the priests?1. 

What questions might have arisen for Elijah when God said it would not 2. 
rain?

How did the ravens strengthen Elijah spiritually as well as physically?3. 

How do you think Elijah responded when the brook dried up?4. 

Why is it strange that God told Elijah to go to the house of a widow for 5. 
provisions?

How was Elijah’s faith challenged when he arrived at Zarephath?6. 
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How did God teach the widow the same lessons He was teaching Elijah about 7. 
following Him when the way is diffi  cult?

Did it take faith for the widow to bake Elijah a cake? Why or why not?8. 

To what did the woman attribute the death of her son?9. 

How did Elijah respond to her?10. 

What was the symbol of Elijah stretching himself over the boy three times?11. 

What was the result of the miracle of raising the widow’s son?12. 

Why would it have taken faith for Elijah to face Ahab?13. 

What do we know about Ahab from Obadiah’s reaction to Elijah telling him 14. 
to go and tell Ahab he had found Elijah?

Where were the false prophets that Elijah challenged to the duel of the gods?15. 

What was God going to accomplish through this duel?16. 

Why did Elijah have the people pour water over his sacrifi ce?17. 

Why was the reaction of the people so important to this story?18. 

When the people acknowledged God, how did He respond to their 19. 
repentance?

Assuming Jezreel to be 25 miles from Mt. Carmel, how did Elijah beat Ahab’s 20. 
chariot there? Why is this important?
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Connect It

Which circumstance would be the most diffi  cult to follow God in:1. 
a. Drought when God told you to go live by a stream that is going to dry up and 

be fed by ravens.
b. Showing up at Zarephath to fi nd your hostess is a penniless widow that is about 

to starve to death.
c. Facing the death of the widow’s son.
d. Facing a king that wants you dead and has the might to accomplish it.
e. Facing 450 false prophets alone.

Compared to those options, how do our challenges measure up?2. 

Do you believe that the God Who was with Elijah every step of the way is 3. 
with you?

On what do you base this statement?4. 

Knowing the results of Elijah following God, are you more or less encouraged 5. 
to follow God? Why?

What specifi c challenge are you facing right now that you need to trust God 6. 
with?

What does God want you to do about it?7. 

Pray and ask God for the courage to do what is right in spite of the 8. 
challenges.
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LESSON THIRTY-ONE:
The Depletion That Leads to Depression 

 1 Kings 19

Have you ever been around someone that was once full of life, but was later reduced to a 
deep depression? I certainly have. Th ere was a man; we shall call him “Frank”. Frank was 
a man that was always full of life. As long as I can remember Frank was into something. 
He was either studying for another degree, working to invent or conquer another hurdle 
in his life, was investigating some mystery for which he was curious or pursuing pleasure 
(in a good way) with gusto.

I lost track of Frank for a few years while I was in the Navy. Th e next time I saw him, 
Frank was in such a deep depression that I did not even physically recognize him. I asked 
him what he had been up to and he shared with me a sad tale. He had continued the 
frantic pace of pursuits for which he was legendary (at least to me). He had married a 
woman that wanted him to leave his current employment and become a teacher (like she 
was). He went back to school, got the degree, and began to teach. After a while, he was 
doing well at school, but not at home and his wife fi nally divorced him as he passed her in 
popularity and ability at teaching. He fl oundered for a while and then met another woman 
that encouraged him to leave teaching to be a chemical engineer. Again, he left teaching, 
went back to school, and went into engineering. When it became apparent he would not 
be hired in their hometown as an engineer, problems developed and she divorced him.

At this point, Frank decided he wanted to be a counselor, so he went back to school, got 
the degree, and went into counseling. It was at this point that the depression set in. He 
had run so hard for so long that he was exhausted and lonely and disillusioned. He sank 
into a deep depression for which he could not climb out. Th is depression had led to his 
being deemed disabled and now he was living on a disability income that was pennies 
compared to the salaries he had drawn earlier in life.

How did this happen? He had spent himself so completely at each step along the way 
that he had experienced some great victories, but had exhausted himself to the point he 
could not recover. In our lesson today, Elijah, the greatest known of all the prophets, has 
just come from an incredible victory over the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel (See 
map). We would expect to see him leading some great charge on the kingdom of Jezebel 
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to dethrone her or leading some great revival back to the worship of God, but instead 
we fi nd him sitting so depressed he asks God to kill him. How can this be? You may be 
spiritually depressed today as well. Do you have any spiritual energy or interest in growing 
or reaching out to others? If not, you may be spiritually depressed. In our lesson, we will 
look not only at how Elijah got there, but also how God got him out.

Consider It

How did Jezebel fi nd out what Elijah had done to the prophets of Baal? (1 1. 
Kings 19:1–8)

How did Jezebel respond? (1 Kings 19:1–8)2. 

What did Elijah do to respond to Jezebel? (1 Kings 19:1–8)3. 

From the map below, how far did Elijah run? (1 Kings 19:1–8)4. 

What request did Elijah make of God? (1 Kings 19:1–8)5. 

How did God respond to Elijah’s response? (1 Kings 19:1–8)6. 

Again from the map, how far did Elijah travel after that? (1 Kings 19:1–8)7. 

What complaint did Elijah bring to God at Mount Horeb? (1 Kings 19:9–14)8. 

What was God’s response to Elijah’s complaint? (1 Kings 19:9–14)9. 

Where did Elijah fi nally encounter God’s presence? (1 Kings 19:9–14)10. 

What instructions did God give to Elijah after his encounter at Mount Horeb? 11. 
(1 Kings 19:15–21)

How many people did God say had not bent the knee to Baal? (1 Kings 12. 
19:15–21)
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Who began to follow Elijah after this event? (1 Kings 19:15–21)13. 

Comprehend It

How would you have expected Elijah to respond to Jezebel’s challenge, based 1. 
upon the previous encounter with the prophets of Baal?

Why did this not occur?2. 

Why did Elijah request for God to take his life?3. 

How did God respond to Elijah’s request?4. 

Why did God respond that way?5. 

Why did God ask Elijah what he was doing at Mount Horeb after telling him 6. 
about the journey?

What message was God trying to communicate to Elijah through His encounter 7. 
with Elijah at the Mount?

From God’s response to Elijah’s complaint, how was God providing for Elijah’s 8. 
needs without addressing his complaint?

What does this tell you about God?9. 

Connect It

What can we learn from this encounter with Elijah?1. 

Have you ever been “down” spiritually?2. 

Why did (or do) you feel that way?3. 
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What complaint did you bring to God?4. 

How did He respond?5. 

Based on this account, how might God respond to a request from you to take 6. 
you home?

What would be the reason for His response?7. 

What does it mean to “rest in the Lord”?8. 

Why is it so hard for us to “rest in the Lord”?9. 

When was the last time you “rested in the Lord”?10. 

What did you learn from the experience?11. 

Take time this week to set aside one day from Bible study, scripture memory, 12. 
fasting, intercession, petition, and even worship to spend time “resting in the 
Lord”. Write your reactions below (Below is a suggestion of how to start):

“As you enter into your day of solitude, choose a place at home or in a retreat center 
environment that feels comfortable and safe to you, a place that allows you enough privacy 
to be open and available to God. Begin by settling into a comfortable position in your body 
and sitting quietly for a few moments, breathing deeply. Become aware of God’s presence 
with you and your desire to be present with God on this day. After you have calmed and 
quieted your soul, tell God what you need and what you desire on this day. Write in your 
journal if that helps you to be more specifi c and concrete. You may want to reread Elijah’s 
story in 1 Kings 19 as a way of settling into this set–apart time.

Notice whether or not you are physically tired, and if you are, allow yourself to do 
something that feels restful to you – take a nap, sit quietly in a chapel or lay on a blanket 
in the sun. You may need to rest for an hour or more; give yourself all the time you need 
to begin experiencing the restoration that will enable you to be alert in God’s presence. 
As you give yourself to resting, be conscious of the fact that you are doing so at God’s 
invitation.
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When you have rested, and as you feel ready, begin to notice what is true about you these 
days using the following questions as a guide. Take as much time as you need with each 
question, knowing that answering them fully and following God’s invitation within them 
might take the whole day.

What is your physical condition lately? Are you tired, energized, satisfi ed with your level 
of health and fi tness, eating well or not, caring for health issues and so on? Talk with God 
about these things and listen for His response.

What concerns and questions have been occupying your thoughts recently? How has your 
mind been working on these questions and what is the result? On this day, spend time 
sitting in stillness with your question(s), or go for a slow, meditative walk carrying your 
question with you. Don’t grasp for answers. Instead, remain in God’s presence with your 
question in the spirit of Psalm 62:1: ‘In silence my soul waits for You and You alone, O 
God.’ See what happens.

What is the condition of your soul these days – what concerns are weighing on you? What 
joys or successes are you celebrating? Where do you hurt? Bring these to God today as a 
child would bring squeals of delight or tears of sadness or frustration to a loving parent. 
Allow yourself to experience everything that is true for you right now without censoring 
anything. Speak to God directly about what you are experiencing and invite God to be 
with you in that place.

After Elijah had been in solitude for quite some time, God asked him again, ‘What are 
you doing here, Elijah?’ It was a way of checking in to see, ‘So, how are you doing now?’

Elijah was still in a state that clearly indicated that he needed to make some changes in his 
life. In response to Elijah’s condition, God graciously responded with some very specifi c 
instructions for his health and well–being as he returned to his normal activities (1 Kings 
19:15–18). Th is guidance seemed to come not so much because Elijah asked for guidance 
but rather as a natural result of the fact that he had gotten quiet enough to hear.

So, how are you doing now? Take a few moments at the close of this day to refl ect on what 
happened between you and God during this time. Are there any shifts or changes that 
have taken place since you fi rst entered into solitude? Is there anything that you know 
more clearly than you did before you became quiet? Is there any guidance or invitation 
from God in this? How will you respond to God’s invitation to you?

As you bring this day to a close, thank God for His presence with you throughout the day 

and move gently and prayerfully back into your life in the company of others.”1

1  Ruth Haley Barton, Invitation to Solitude and Silence: Experiencing God’s Transform-
ing Presence, Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL, 2004. Appendix A.
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Elijah’s Journeys

Courtesy of Logos Bible Software, www.logos.com
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LESSON THIRTY-TWO:

Some People Never Learn 
1 Kings 20

Have you ever noticed how some people never learn? I certainly have! Even in my own 
life, I have experienced times when I wondered, “Will I never learn?” I cannot tell you 
how much exercise equipment I have purchased thinking it would motivate me to lose 
weight, or how many diet plans I have gone on and lost even up to 100 pounds only to 
gain it back because I did not learn my lesson about how to eat and how to manage my 
time for exercise.

Why do we never learn? If I could fi gure out the answer to that question, I would probably 
make a million dollars (that is one lesson I have learned…that I will not mysteriously win 
a million dollars some day). While I don’t understand why we seem to repeat the same 
mistakes over and over, it is always helpful to see others that make the same mistakes and 
to be able to study them from afar where we can learn from their pain and inconvenience 
and not have to experience it ourselves.

In this lesson, we will see how Ahab should have learned his lesson about following God 
and receiving the victory over his enemies, but he does not. He should have learned that 
God would provide the things he needed (and wanted), but he does not. Hopefully, we 
will learn some principles, by example, of ways that we can recognize God’s hand at work 
in our lives and how we can pay attention to His work and trust Him in the future.

Consider It

Who came to fi ght against Ahab and Israel and where did he come from?1. 
(1 Kings 20:1–12)(See map on last page)

What demand did the king make of Ahab? (1 Kings 20:1–12)2. 

How did Ahab respond? (1 Kings 20:1–12)3. 
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Why did Ahab call all of the elders of the city together? (1 Kings 20:1–12)4. 

How did the people respond to Ahab’s dilemma? (1 Kings 20:1–12)5. 

What did Ahab mean when he told Ben-Hadad not to boast like a man that 6. 
takes off  his armor? (1 Kings 20:1–12)

What was God’s advice to Ahab concerning war with Ben-Hadad? (1 Kings 7. 
20:13–25)

How many men did Ahab have to go to battle with? (1 Kings 20:13–25)8. 

What warning did the prophet give to Ahab after the fi rst battle with Ben-Hadad?9. 
(1 Kings 20:13–25)

Why did Ben-Hadad think he had lost the battle? (1 Kings 20:13–25)10. 

Where did Ben-Hadad meet Ahab for battle the second time? (1 Kings 20:26–11. 
30)

Why did God say He was going to give Ben-Hadad over into Ahab’s hands?12. 
(1 Kings 20:26–30)

How many Arameans died in the second battle? (1 Kings 20:26–30)13. 

What plan did the Arameans come up with for saving their lives? (1 Kings 14. 
20:31–43)

How did Ahab respond to the Arameans plea for mercy? (1 Kings 20:31–43)15. 

Why did the prophet tell someone to wound him? (1 Kings 20:31–43)16. 

What lesson did this teach Ahab? (1 Kings 20:31–43)17. 
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Comprehend It

What does Ahab’s response to Ben-Hadad indicate about his character?1. 

What does Ahab’s gathering of the elders indicate about his character?2. 

Why did Ahab not just assemble the people for war?3. 

Why did God send the prophet to Ahab to instruct him about war?4. 

Why did God tell Ahab to only take the young men of the province?5. 

What do we learn from hearing that Ben-Hadad was always getting drunk?6. 

Why did Ben-Hadad not learn his lesson about fi ghting Ahab?7. 

How was the result of the battle surprising?8. 

What does the response of the Arameans indicate about their understanding 9. 
of God?

Why did Ahab not just kill Ben-Hadad on the spot?10. 

Why did God choose to give an illustration to teach Ahab a lesson instead of 11. 
just telling him?

Why was God so harsh on Ahab because of his failure?12. 

Connect It

Should Ahab have learned his lesson about following God? Why or why not?1. 
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In what ways have you experienced lessons from God and then forgotten them 2. 
later? (List something specifi c below)

Why did Ahab not learn his lesson?3. 

Why do we not learn ours?4. 

What steps can you take to help you learn lessons from your experiences with 5. 
God?

In the space below, take three days this week and write down your experiences 6. 
with God. In each entry, describe the scripture you read, the experience you 
had, or the answer to prayer you received. At the end of the week, look back and 
ask yourself what lesson you learned from God through these experiences.

a. Day One: 

b. Day Two:

c. Day Th ree: What do you plan to do with your new knowledge?
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LESSON THIRTY-THREE:
Absolute Power Corrupts Absolutely 

1 Kings 21:1–22:40, 2 Chronicles 18:1–34

Have you ever known anyone that rose to the top of their profession, class, fi eld or sport? 
How have they reacted to their status of being on top? Chances are pretty good that they 
forgot the hard work that got them there. Never was this concept more recognizable than 
recent history with former heavyweight boxing champion, Mike Tyson. “Iron Mike” was 
on top of the boxing world. He had fought the toughest of opponents and dispatched them 
with ease. He knocked out almost everyone he faced in the ring. Mike Tyson was on the 
front of magazines all over the world and he enjoyed the status that comes from being a 
celebrity in an entertainment saturated nation. Th en it happened.

A woman accused Mike of rape and abuse. Mike denied the charges and vehemently 
denied any wrong doing with the woman. Mike was arrested and taken to trial and 
convicted of rape. He went to jail for quite a while. One might look at a man like Mike 
Tyson and wonder how he could have sunk to the place that he would do something like 
this. Not to be too uncaring, but many women would have wanted to be his wife, so he did 
not need to go out and forcibly rape someone. When asked why he did it, Mike responded 
(after much denial) he was caught up in the moment of feeling the power of the world at 
his disposal because of his position as champion of the world.

In this lesson, we will see Ahab sink farther down into the hole of despair as his conduct 
falls further and further into sin. We will see his wife join the act by showing herself to 
be even more ruthless than he was. Th e question is: how can a couple that has seen God 
move the way He has moved in their lives, sink to such depths of depravity? Th e answer 
is simple: power corrupts. As the king and queen of Israel, they felt they had absolute 
power and it corrupted them absolutely. We will also see a very important lesson for our 
own experience with sin: God stands ready to deliver and forgive. You may think this 
lesson does not apply to you because you are no king or queen. Maybe you even live a life 
of humility, but remember…even Ahab was not always the king.

Consider It

Why did Ahab want Naboth’s vineyard? (1 Kings 21:1–16)1. 
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How did Ahab respond to Naboth’s refusal to sell his land? (1 Kings 21:1–16)2. 

Why did Jezebel reprove Ahab? (1 Kings 21:1–16)3. 

What plan did Jezebel come up for getting Naboth’s vineyard? (1 Kings 21:1–4. 
16)

Who did Jezebel involve in her plan? (1 Kings 21:1–16)5. 

Did the plan work? Why or why not? (1 Kings 21:1–16)6. 

What happened to Ahab when he went down to seize the vineyard of Naboth?7. 
(1 Kings 21:17–26)

What curse did Elijah bring to Ahab in the vineyard? (1 Kings 21:17–26)8. 

Why was God angry with Ahab? (1 Kings 21:17–26)9. 

How did Ahab respond to God’s curse? (1 Kings 21:27–29)10. 

How did God respond to Ahab? (1 Kings 21:27–29)11. 

What need brought Israel and Judah back together again? (1 Kings 22:1–12)12. 
(2 Chronicles 18:1–11)

How did Jehoshaphat respond to Ahab’s request for help? (1 Kings 22:1–12)13. 
(2 Chronicles 18:1–11)

When Jehoshaphat requested a prophet of the Lord, who did Ahab bring? (1 14. 
Kings 22:1-12)(2 Chronicles 18:1-11)

Why did Ahab say he did not want to consult the prophet of God? (1 Kings 15. 
22:1–12)(2 Chronicles 18:1–11)
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What pressure did Ahab put on Micaiah? (1 Kings 22:13–28)(2 Chronicles 16. 
18:12–27)

How did Micaiah respond to the pressure? (1 Kings 22:13–28) (2 Chronicles 17. 
18:12–27)

How did Micaiah respond to Ahab’s question about going up to war with Aram?18. 
(1 Kings 22:13–28) (2 Chronicles 18:12–27)

Why was Ahab upset with Micaiah? (1 Kings 22:13–28) (2 Chronicles 18:12–19. 
27)

How did Ahab treat Micaiah after this encounter? (1 Kings 22:13–28)20. 
(2 Chronicles 18:12–27)

How did Ahab respond to Micaiah’s warning? (1 Kings 22:29–40)21. 
(2 Chronicles 18:12–27)

What was Ahab’s plan for fi ghting the Arameans? (1 Kings 22:29–40)22. 
(2 Chronicles 18:12–27)

Why did the Arameans go after Jehoshaphat instead of Ahab? (1 Kings 22:29–40)23. 
(2 Chronicles 18:12–27)

How did Ahab’s men respond to news he had been wounded in battle?24. 
(1 Kings 22:29–40) (2 Chronicles 18:12–27)

In the end, who won the battle? (1 Kings 22:29–40) (2 Chronicles 18:12–27)25. 

Comprehend It

Why did Naboth not want to sell his vineyard to King Ahab?1. 

Was Ahab’s request a reasonable one? Why or why not?2. 
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From Jezebel’s actions, what kind of woman was she?3. 

How did Ahab respond to her?4. 

How is this also shown from the reaction of the city elders to her instructions 5. 
for obtaining Naboth’s vineyard?

God sent Elijah to Ahab just as he was claiming Naboth’s vineyard. What does 6. 
this tell us about God?

How could that understanding of God have helped Ahab avoid sin?7. 

Why did God use the reminder of Jeroboam when telling Ahab his fate?8. 

Why did God not judge Ahab for stealing Naboth’s vineyard and having 9. 
Naboth killed to do so?

From God’s reaction to Ahab’s repentance, what do we understand about God’s 10. 
character?

What did Ahab’s desire to go to war with Aram indicate about his state of 11. 
mind and character?

Why did Jehoshaphat agree to help Ahab without fi rst consulting God?12. 

From Ahab’s response to Jehoshaphat, concerning Micaiah, what would you 13. 
say is a contributing factor to Ahab’s slide into sin?

Why did Micaiah fi rst tell Ahab to go ahead and go into battle with Aram?14. 

How did Ahab know Micaiah was not speaking for the Lord when he said 15. 
so?
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How could God entice Ahab to do evil?16. 

Why did Ahab disguise himself in battle? Why did Jehoshaphat agree to the 17. 
arrangement?

From the method of Ahab’s death, what do we learn about God?18. 

Connect It

In our lesson, Ahab became so full of himself he forgot his relationship with 1. 
God. How do we do the same thing in the following circumstances:

a. Home
b. Career Choices
c. Marriage
d. Raising children
e. Finances

What area of your life are you the most tempted to trust in your own ways 2. 
rather than seek God’s?

What will you do in that area after studying this lesson?3. 

What infl uences helped to corrupt Ahab?4. 

Are any of these infl uences in your life?5. 

How do you respond to their pressure(s)?6. 

What can you do diff erently now that you know the problem?7. 

Pray and confess to God any known sin in this area and ask Him for guidance 8. 
to receive the victory over these areas.
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LESSON THIRTY-FOUR:
Finally…A King Who Got It Right After He Got It Wrong 

1 Kings 22:41–49, 2 Chronicles 19–20

Henry Ford once said, “I do not care if a man that works for me makes a hundred 
mistakes…as long as he never makes the same one twice.” In other words, Henry Ford 
wanted workers that learned from their mistakes and avoided them in the future. So far 
in our study of 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings and 1st and 2nd Chronicles, we have 
seen lots of kings make lots of mistakes, but we have yet to fi nd someone that actually 
learned from their mistakes. We meet just that sort of king in this lesson. His name is 
Jehoshaphat.

Jehoshaphat had just thrown his lot in with the king of Israel, Ahab, and went into battle 
and did what was not pleasing to the Lord. Unlike Solomon and others, Jehoshaphat was 
confronted by God and then turned back from his sin and went back to following God 
with all of his heart. Some of the reasons this lesson is so vital for us today is that we need 
to know that we serve a Holy God that demands a sinless life, but that same God is also a 
God of mercy and grace that stands ready to forgive if we will just come to Him, confess 
our sin and ask His forgiveness and allow Him to set our faces towards living without 
that sin in the future. While it is not entirely possible, wouldn’t it be nice to live without 
committing the same mistake twice? Since we probably will not, it is even better to know 
we serve a God who will restore us when we fall.

Consider It

What specifi c “good things” did Jehoshaphat accomplish in his days as king?1. 
(1 Kings 22:40–49)(2 Chronicles 19)

What things did Jehoshaphat fail to do? (1 Kings 22:40–49)(2 Chronicles 19)2. 

How did Jehoshaphat respond to the rebuke of Jehu? (2 Chronicles 19)3. 
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How did Jehoshaphat reinforce the land after he returned from war with Aram?4. 
(2 Chronicles 19)

What was the basis for justice in the land of Judah? (2 Chronicles 19)5. 

How did Jehoshaphat respond when the armies of Moab, Ammon and Aram 6. 
surrounded him to make war? (2 Chronicles 20:1–13)

How did Jehoshaphat prepare to go to war? (2 Chronicles 20:1–13)7. 

What was God’s answer to Jehoshaphat’s prayer? (2 Chronicles 20:14–19)8. 

What were God’s instructions for battle? (2 Chronicles 20:14–19)9. 

Who led the army to battle? (2 Chronicles 20:20–25)10. 

How was the enemy defeated? (2 Chronicles 20:20–25)11. 

What was the name of the place they gathered for battle? (2 Chronicles 20:20–12. 
25)

Why was it named that way? (2 Chronicles 20:20–25)13. 

How did the surrounding nations respond to the victory over the armies?14. 
(2 Chronicles 20:26–37)

How did God correct Jehoshaphat when he sinned by allying himself with 15. 
Ahaziah? (2 Chronicles 20:26–37)
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Comprehend It

Why does the Bible say Jehoshaphat walked in all the ways of his father, Asa, 1. 
and did not turn aside from it, doing right in the sight of the Lord and then 
we read of failures?

What good did God fi nd to mention about Jehoshaphat? (See 2 Chronicles 2. 
19:1–4)

Why did Jehoshaphat warn the judges over the people to follow God?3. 

What is a fast?4. 

Why did Jehoshaphat proclaim a fast throughout the land when faced by the 5. 
armies?

Why did Jehoshaphat “remind” God of his activity in the past to get them into 6. 
the land?

What does it mean that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel?7. 
(See 2 Chronicles 20:14)

Why did God not want the people of Judah to fi ght the armies?8. 

Why did Jehoshaphat send singers before the army?9. 

How does the victory over the armies show the power of God?10. 

Where else have we heard of the dread of God’s people falling on the nations 11. 
surrounding them after God acts mightily on their behalf?

What do we learn from this comparison?12. 
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Why did the people still refuse to turn their hearts to God, even after the 13. 
battle?

Why did God break up Jehoshaphat’s ships and keep them from going to 14. 
Tarshish?

How does this fi t with God’s description of Jehoshaphat’s reign?15. 

Connect It

In this lesson we saw Jehoshaphat come back from sin twice to follow God. 1. 
What sins are you struggling with in your life right now?

Should you believe Satan when he tries to convince you that the sins are not 2. 
forgivable? Why or why not?

From Jehoshaphat’s example, what can you do when you are afraid or confused 3. 
about some decision or hurdle in life?

How can you apply Jehoshaphat’s battle plan to your struggles in life?4. 

From Jehoshaphat’s example, what may be a reason that believers still have to 5. 
struggle in this life?

Which of questions 1–5 impacted you the most?6. 

How is God leading you to put this lesson into action in your life?7. 
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LESSON THIRTY-FIVE:
Like Father (and Mother)…Like Son 

1 Kings 22:50–53, 2 Kings 1

It has been said that kids pick up more of what their parents do than what they say. Perhaps 
this is best illustrated by a story that I heard from a friend of mine while serving in the 
Navy. Th is friend had visited a church for a series of weeks and was trying to decide if 
this would be the church in which God would have him serve. He noticed that the small 
church seemed to be steeped in tradition, but only later would he understand just how 
steeped it was.

One Sunday, the children of the church were involved in the service by serving in the 
various positions in which their parents normally served. Th e choir director’s son directed 
the children’s choir for special music. Th e ushers’ sons ushed. Th e pastor’s son gave a 
children’s sermon. Th e sound man’s son even took care of the sound (with some help). 
When it came time to take up the off ering, the chairman of the Deacons’ son was to 
take up the off ering. He fi rst led in prayer. Just after the boy began to pray, there was a 
disturbance in the church as the people all were straining forward to see the boy praying. 
It seems the people were confused because they heard the boy’s voice, but the father’s 
prayer. Th e boy prayed the exact same prayer he had heard his father pray before taking 
up the off ering for years.

It may not be prayer, but it may be things we say, the way we walk, or even the teams we 
like in sports, but one thing is for certain: parents have an eff ect on their kids. For some 
parents it is positive and for others it is not so positive. In our lesson this week, we see 
the son of Ahab take over the throne. What kind of king would he be? Would he realize 
the corruption of his father or would he follow his footsteps? Sadly, he followed after his 
father’s values and led the people further down into the morass of sin and degradation that 
had become almost a cliché for their lives and government.

As parents, grandparents or future parents, we must realize that people watch us every 
day. Th ey look to see if we will live up to what we claim and if we will show them the way 
to live better or worse. We would do well to pay attention to the results of setting a bad 
example so we can be resolved to set a good example when at all possible.
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Consider It

What was Ahaziah’s relationship to Ahab? (1 Kings 22:50–53)1. 

How long did Ahaziah reign over Judah? (1 Kings 22:50–53)2. 

What kind of king was Ahaziah? (1 Kings 22:50–53)3. 

How was Ahaziah injured? (2 Kings 1:1–8)4. 

Where did Ahaziah send his messengers to fi nd out about his recovery? (2 5. 
Kings 1:1–8)

Who did he inquire of? (2 Kings 1:1–8) (See Note below)6. 2

Who did the messengers encounter along the way? (2 Kings 1:1–8)7. 

What was God’s answer to Ahaziah’s question? (2 Kings 1:1–8)8. 

How did Ahaziah respond to God’s answer? (2 Kings 1:9–18)9. 

What instructions did Ahaziah give to the captain of the fi rst fi fty men? (2 10. 
Kings 1:9–18)

What happened to the fi rst fi fty men? (2 Kings 1:9–18)11. 

What happened to the second fi fty men? (2 Kings 1:9–18)12. 

2  Baalzebub’s actual name was probably Baalzebul, which is Syrian for Lord of Life 
or Lord of Healing. Th e Israelites changed the name of the “god” to Baalzebub which 
means “Lord of the Flies”. Th is is the title that Jesus gave to Satan. So actually Ahaziah was 
inquiring of Satan to fi nd out about his illness. In our day of political correctness, we want 
to “tolerate” the worship of any “god”. From this example, we fi nd that worshiping any “god” 
other than the One True Living God is actually worshiping Satan.
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How were the instructions of the second captain diff erent than the instructions 13. 
of the fi rst captain to Elijah? (2 Kings 1:9–18)

How did the third captain’s actions diff er from the fi rst two? (2 Kings 1:9–14. 
18)

How did Elijah respond to the third captain? (2 Kings 1:9–18)15. 

What did Elijah say to Ahaziah when he fi nally arrived? (2 Kings 1:9–18)16. 

Comprehend It

From the pattern we have seen all through 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings and 1&2 1. 
Chronicles, what does a short reign indicate about the leader?

Why is this so?2. 

Th e messengers seemed not to know who Elijah was and yet they obeyed him 3. 
and returned to the king. What does this indicate about Elijah? What about 
the messengers?

Ahaziah’s name means “whom Jehovah sustains”. How is this ironic?4. 

Why did Ahaziah not merely inquire of God about his injuries?5. 

How did Ahaziah know the messengers had met Elijah?6. 

In your opinion, which took more courage (circle one):7. 
a. To send the fi rst fi fty men and captain to arrest Elijah
b. To go to arrest Elijah with the fi rst fi fty men
c. To send the second fi fty men and captain to arrest Elijah
d. To go to arrest Elijah with the second fi fty men
e. To send the third fi fty men and captain to arrest Elijah
f. To go to arrest Elijah with the third fi fty men

Why?8. 
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How did God show His power in this account from 2 Kings?9. 

From earlier maps, approximately how far is it to Moab? How far was it to 10. 
Elijah?

What does this tell us about Ahaziah?11. 

Connect It

In our lesson, Ahaziah goes to extreme lengths to approach the wrong person 1. 
about his illness. What are some ways in which you have gone to great eff orts 
to fi x some situation when all you had to do was take it to the Lord?

What did you learn?2. 

List some of the similarities between Ahab and Ahaziah.3. 

From the note above, how would you respond to someone that told you all 4. 
roads lead to the same end and we are just worshiping the same “god” just by 
a diff erent name?

Is there anyone who looks up to you in the faith?5. 

What will their life accomplish for the Kingdom of God if they follow you 6. 
exactly?

Is there anything that should change?7. 

What does God’s response to the captains of the fi rst two groups of fi fty men 8. 
indicate about His view of worshiping other “gods”?

Does this seem extreme? Why or why not?9. 

What did you learn about God in this lesson?10. 
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LESSON THIRTY-SIX:
The End of an Era…The Beginning of Another 

2 Kings 2

All through the history of the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah, there had always been 
one unifying factor. God had used Elijah to correct both “nations” and to call them back 
to Him when they strayed. It was a full–time job to say the least. We come to the part of 
the story where Elijah is about to go away and leave Elisha behind to lead in his place. 
Th is situation adds quite a bit of tension to the story of Israel. Would Elisha be able to lead 
like Elijah? Would he be able to perform the miracles that God had performed through 
Elijah? Would the people respect him as they had Elijah?

Whenever we face change of any kind, many questions arise. In this lesson, we will see 
that, although our circumstances, settings and situations change, we serve a God who is 
the same and does not change (Malachi 3:6). If we will just trust God, we can fi nd that 
He will more than meet our needs (Ephesians 3:20). As we walk with Him and follow 
His ways, we discover that He can be trusted even in uncertain times.

Consider It

How did Elisha respond every time Elijah told him to remain behind? (2 Kings 1. 
2:1–8)

What did the prophets continue to warn Elisha about as he traveled with 2. 
Elijah? (2 Kings 2:1–8)

What river did Elijah and Elisha cross over on dry ground? (2 Kings 2:1–8)3. 

What did Elisha request from Elijah at his going away? (2 Kings 2:9–14)4. 

Under what condition would Elisha’s request be answered? (2 Kings 2:9–14)5. 
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What happened to Elijah? (2 Kings 2:9–14)6. 

What happened when Elisha picked up Elijah’s mantle? (2 Kings 2:9–14)7. 

What did the sons of the prophets ask Elisha permission to do? (2 Kings 8. 
2:15–22)

What problem faced Elisha in his stay at Jericho? (2 Kings 2:15–22)9. 

What did Elisha do about the problem? (2 Kings 2:15–22)10. 

What happened to the youths that ridiculed Elisha? (2 Kings 2:23–25)11. 

Comprehend It

Look at the travel of Elijah and Elisha on the map at the end of the lesson. 1. 
What do you notice from the places they traveled?

Why did Elijah keep telling Elisha to leave him?2. 

Why did Elisha continually tell the other prophets to be still when they told 3. 
him Elijah was to be taken away from him that day?

What other time had someone crossed the Jordan on dry ground?4. 

What did this indicate?5. 

What did Elisha mean when he asked for “a double portion of your spirit”?6. 

How was Elijah’s spirit given to Elisha?7. 

What were signs he had received the spirit of Elijah?8. 
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Why did Elisha let the men go and search for Elijah when he knew where 9. 
Elijah had gone?

Was the killing of the youths too harsh for ridiculing Elisha? Why or why 10. 
not?

What was the main point of this chapter?11. 

What happened to Elijah?12. 

Why did God not allow Elijah to die?13. 

Connect It

In this chapter, a major change took place as Elijah left and Elisha became 1. 
the prophet of the times. Do you fi nd it hard or easy to trust God when big 
changes come?

What changes have come in your life that you are dealing with right now?2. 

Based on this chapter, what can you do to trust God with this change?3. 

What is the hardest part of trusting God in transitions?4. 

How does this chapter help with the uncertainty you are facing today?5. 

Pray and thank God for His being the same today and tomorrow and ask Him 6. 
to help you to trust Him more.
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LESSON THIRTY-SEVEN:
Desperate Times Call For Desperate Measures, Part I 

2 Kings 3–4

Desperate times often call for desperate measures, but the funny thing about it is, when 
you are truly desperate, the measures don’t seem all that desperate. Take, for instance, 
the story of the three pigs. Th is is a story many of us grew up listening to. Th e story goes 
that the three pigs’ mother tells them to go out and live on their own. Th ey leave home 
together and decide the fi rst thing they need to do is build shelter. Th e fi rst pig builds his 
house out of straw because he does not want his play interrupted. Th e second pig builds 
his house out of sticks because he only wants to go to minimal work so he can get on 
with play. Th e third pig (probably the oldest if it is like many families) goes to all of the 
eff orts needed to build a house that will stand the test of time and attack. Th e big, bad 
wolf comes along and, to make the story shorter, blows down the fi rst pig’s house and 
then the second pig’s house and then attempts to blow down the third house, but cannot. 
He climbs the roof and drops down the chimney into a pot of boiling water and runs out 
of the house never to return. Th e moral of the story is that it takes work to receive the 
benefi ts we would like to have.

In our lesson for this session, we will see this same principle played out in the lives of 
the Israelites. It will cause us to see the pattern of God’s call to prepare, preparation, 
blessing, and enjoying the benefi ts of God’s blessing. Th is should lead us to ask ourselves 
what blessings would God like to give us that He is waiting for us to do the work He has 
already laid on our hearts to do.

Consider It

Who became king after Ahaziah? (2 Kings 3:1–12)1. 

What kind of king was Jehoram? (2 Kings 3:1–12)2. 

Who was the fi rst of the three kings to panic when there was no water for the troops?3. 
(2 Kings 3:1–12)
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To whom did the three kings turn for advice on proceeding? (2 Kings 3:13–4. 
20)

How did Elisha respond to the presence of Jehoram? (2 Kings 3:13–20)5. 

What answer did Elisha give to their inquiry? (2 Kings 3:13–30)6. 

What action did the three kings have to complete to receive God’s provision?7. 
(2 Kings 3:13–20)

How did God provide for all of the needs of the three kings? (2 Kings 3:21–8. 
27)

How was the king of Moab able to turn back the Israelites? (2 Kings 3:21–9. 
27)

What need did the widow bring to Elijah? (2 Kings 4:1–7)10. 

How did Elisha respond to her need? (2 Kings 4:1–7)11. 

What action did the widow have to complete to receive God’s provision? (2 12. 
Kings 4:1–7)

How did God provide for all of the needs of the widow? (2 Kings 4:1–7)13. 

What need did the Shunammite woman have? (2 Kings 4:8–37)14. 

What action did the woman have to complete to receive God’s provision of a son?15. 
(2 Kings 4:8–37)

What need did the Shunammite woman bring to Elisha? (2 Kings 4:8–37)16. 

How did Elisha respond to her need? (2 Kings 4:8–37)17. 
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How did God provide for the woman’s needs? (2 Kings 4:8–37)18. 

How did the woman respond to God’s provision? (2 Kings 4:8–37)19. 

What need did the sons of the prophets bring to Elisha? (2 Kings 4:38–44)20. 

What seemed to come in the way of having that need met? (2 Kings 4:38–21. 
44)

What was required of the sons of the prophets in order to receive God’s provision?22. 
(2 Kings 4:38–44)

How did God provide for the sons of the prophets’ needs? (2 Kings 4:38–44)23. 

Comprehend It

Why does the Bible say in 2 Kings 1:17 that Jehoram became king in the second 1. 
year of Jehoram, king of Judah and 2 Kings 3:1 says it was during the eighteenth 
year of Jehoshaphat?

Why did Jehoshaphat agree to go to battle with a king of Israel again?2. 

Why was Elisha so hostile towards Jehoram?3. 

How much faith would it have taken to have soldiers that were already worn 4. 
out dig trenches to fi ll the land with holes?

Why was Israel turned back by the king of Moab’s sacrifi ce of his son on the 5. 
wall?

How hard would it have been for you to believe that God could provide for 6. 
your family with just the last little bit of oil in the jar?
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What other stories are in the Bible of people having sons in their old age?7. 

Why did God provide for the woman in spite of her doubt?8. 

From the woman’s reaction to the death of her son, would you say her faith has 9. 
grown? Why or why not?

Why did God not tell Elisha about the need of the Shunammite woman before 10. 
she got there?

Why could Gehazi not raise the son of the Shunammite woman?11. 

How did God provide the bread the sons of the prophets needed for food?12. 

What other stories in the Bible show God’s ability to produce much from 13. 
little?

How does this apply still today?14. 

What happened in each of these stories to bring out the need?15. 

Describe below the pattern from these accounts of Gods provision:16. 

Is this still the way God works? Why or why not?17. 

Connect It

In each of the accounts studied in these chapters, things are going along okay 1. 
and then a crisis is faced that causes people to look to God for provision. What 
crises are you facing right now?

Have you brought these to the Lord? Why or why not?2. 
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From the pattern, where do you think you are on the pattern?3. 

What would have happened if any of these described in the chapters would 4. 
have quit before they received God’s provision?

What is the next step God is leading you to in your crisis?5. 

What will you do about it?6. 

Pray and ask God to give you the faith to continue each day until you see His 7. 
provision.
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LESSON THIRTY-EIGHT:
Desperate Times Call For Desperate Measures, Part II 

2 Kings 5–7

In our last lesson, we retold the children’s story of the Th ree Little Pigs. Th is story is a 
classic and shows the need for diligent action to receive the provision for our needs we 
are hoping for. While this is not true in all aspects of life, it is many times true just the 
same. Once we have been called upon by God to perform the action necessary to receive 
His provision, we next have to decide whether or not we are willing to do that action. We 
must decide if we are willing to put in the hard work to get the results God wants us to 
have. We would rather that God just give us what we want and not to have to go through 
the struggles that often come along the way. Some times this is simply just not possible. 
Chuck Swindoll put it this way in his Insight for Living Daily Planner for 2005 on the 
entry for March 22, “Every achievement worth remembering is stained with the blood 
of diligence and scarred by the wounds of disappointment.” Th e problem is that we don’t 
want to have to go through the diligence or the wounds.

In our lesson this week, we encounter a couple of situations that are just as desperate as the 
one you are going through. God comes through in each situation, but only after He has 
let the individuals, an Aramean captain, and Elisha’s servant, a faithful Jew, go through 
times of severe testing. Th ey had to decide whether or not they trusted God to do what He 
was about to do and whether or not they were willing to stick with it through the tough 
times. You may be struggling with something that you have been working through for a 
long time. You have brought it to God and He has told you He is working it out, but it is 
not going as quickly or as easily as you wish He would. From today’s lesson, you will have 
to decide if your situation is desperate enough to take the desperate measure of trusting 
God to come through when nothing else has worked.

Consider It

Why is it strange that we read about an Aramean captain of the army being 1. 
helped by a prophet of God? (2 Kings 5:1–14)
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What problem did Naaman have that he needed God’s help with? (2 Kings 2. 
5:1–14)

How did the King of Israel (Jehoram) respond to the arrival of Naaman?3. 
(2 Kings 5:1–14)

What instruction did Elijah’s servant give to Naaman? (2 Kings 5:1–14)4. 

How did Naaman react to the instructions? (2 Kings 5:1–14)5. 

What happened when Naaman obeyed God’s instructions? (2 Kings 5:1–14)6. 

How did Naaman respond to God’s healing? (2 Kings 5:15–27)7. 

What sin did Gehazi commit after witnessing Naaman’s healing? (2 Kings 8. 
5:15–27)

What was the punishment for this sin? (2 Kings 5:15–27)9. 

What problem did the son of the prophet have that caused him to cry out to Elisha?10. 
(2 Kings 6:1–7)

How did God meet the man’s need? (2 Kings 6:1–7)11. 

Why was the king of Aram angry with Elisha? (2 Kings 6:8–23)12. 

What need did the attendant of Elisha bring to Elisha’s attention? (2 Kings 13. 
6:8–23)

What did Elisha mean when he said “those that are with us are more than those 14. 
who are with them? (2 Kings 6:8–23)

What did the servant see when God opened his eyes? (2 Kings 6:8–23)15. 
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How did God deliver the city of Dothan and Elisha from certain defeat? (2 16. 
Kings 6:8–23)

How did the king of Israel treat the Aramean army? (2 Kings 6:8–23)17. 

What major problem developed in Samaria after the king of Aram laid siege to it?18. 
(2 Kings 6:24–7:2)

What caused the King of Israel to become so angry at Elisha? (2 Kings 6:24–19. 
7:2)

What promise did God make concerning the problems of Israel? (2 Kings 20. 
6:24–7:2)

How did God deliver on the promise of food? (2 Kings 7:3–20)21. 

How did God deliver on the promise of punishment for the royal offi  cer?22. 
(2 Kings 7:3–20)

Comprehend It

How did Naaman show more faith in God than the king of Israel?1. 

Why did Jehoram panic when Naaman showed up?2. 

Why did Naaman not want to wash in the Jordan?3. 

Compare Naaman’s reaction to God’s deliverance with the king of Israel’s 4. 
response in the last lesson.

God punished the servant of Elisha and let the captain of the army of Aram 5. 
go away healed. Why would He do this?
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What does God’s standard of obedience for Gehazi versus God’s standard for 6. 
Naaman’s obedience teach us about being a follower of Jesus Christ?

Why would God be concerned about something as “little” as the axe head that 7. 
landed in the Jordan River?

What does this tell you about God and His concern for you and your 8. 
problems?

Th e king of Israel directed his anger at Elisha instead of at himself for his sin. 9. 
How could this story have gone much diff erently?

Why could the attendant of Elisha not see the armies of heaven before Elisha 10. 
prayed for him?

What does this tell you about situations you face?11. 

Th e same God opened the eyes of the attendant and closed the eyes of the 12. 
invading army. What does this tell you about God’s ability to work in our 
world?

Is it strange that lepers were the ones that discovered the food and wealth left 13. 
behind by the fl eeing Aramean army? Why or why not?

Why did God not allow the king of Israel to kill the Arameans?14. 

Does this seem strange? Why or why not?15. 

Why did the royal offi  cer not get to enjoy the provision of God in their 16. 
situation?
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Connect It

Have you ever felt conviction when involved in a sin that it seems everyone 1. 
else gets away with? How did this make you feel? How do you understand this 
now?

Th e king of Israel found it easier to blame someone else for his misfortune, but 2. 
eventually had to face up to his own sin. Have you ever blamed someone else 
for your problems instead of confessing your sins to God? What did you learn 
from the situation?

In 2 Kings 6:1–7, God performs a miracle, through Elisha, to recover a borrowed 3. 
axe head. What “little” thing is going on in your life right now that you have not 
prayed about because you thought it was too little for God to worry about?

From the reaction of the attendant of Elisha before and after his eyes were 4. 
opened we learn that the problem was not God’s provision, but awareness of 
God’s provision. Describe a time when God was working to bring about your 
provision, but you could not see it until later.

What did this teach you about God’s plan to provide for you in your need?5. 

In each of these situations, there was a need and a point where each person 6. 
had to submit his or herself to God for His provision. Have you been resisting 
humbling yourself and allowing God to work in your life? If so, what do you 
plan to do about it after having read this passage?
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LESSON THIRTY-NINE:
The Builder and the Wrecking Ball 

2 Kings 8–10, 2 Chronicles 21–22

I fi rst heard the song, Wrecking Ball, by artist Jill Phillips while working at a Christian 
radio station in Topeka, KS. I was intrigued by not only the words, but also by the reaction 
of our listeners at the time. Th e words of the song are an admission that God is the builder 
of our lives and plans, but sometimes He also has to be the wrecking ball to tear down the 
strongholds in our lives that keep us from following Him. Sometimes He provides and 
other times He has to take away. Many of our listeners called and complained because 
their church had always taught them that God always gives us what we want to make 
us happy. One woman actually became extremely angry to let me know that I did not 
understand her God!

If you have walked with Jesus for any amount of time, you know that God is both the 
builder and the wrecking ball. In this lesson, we will see as God builds up those that are 
on His side and those that are not. We will also see how He tears down the pride and 
arrogance of those that are supposed to be on His side and those that are not. We will be 
challenged to look at our lives and see where God needs to do some spiritual surgery to 
remove things that are keeping us from following Him. We will also learn to see Him 
as the provider of the good things we often take for granted as coming from our own 
eff orts.

Consider It

Note: In this lesson, we go back in time somewhat as we go from the account of what was 
happening in Israel to what was happening in Judah. Don’t get confused about which of the two 
“ kingdoms” we are describing and studying.

Why did Elisha tell the Shunammite woman to leave her home? (2 Kings 1. 
8:1–6)

How did God provide for the woman when she returned to the land? (2 Kings 2. 
8:1–6)
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Where did God send Elisha next? (2 Kings 8:7–15)3. 

Why did Elisha tell Hazael to go and lie to the king of Aram? (2 Kings 4. 
8:7–15)

What did God intend to do about Ben–hadad’s sickness? (2 Kings 8:7–15)5. 

Why did Elisha begin weep during his encounter with Hazael? (2 Kings 6. 
8:7–15)

What did Hazael do with this new information? (2 Kings 8:7–15)7. 

Who became king of Judah after Jehoshaphat? (2 Kings 8:16–23)(2 Chronicles 8. 
21)

What kind of king was he? (2 Kings 8:16–23)(2 Chronicles 21)9. 

Who did he marry? (2 Kings 8:16–23)(2 Chronicles 21)10. 

How did God tear down the nation during his reign? (2 Kings 8:16–23)(2 11. 
Chronicles 21)

How did he die? (2 Kings 8:16–23)(2 Chronicles 21)12. 

How did the people express their disdain for his reign, after his death? (2 Kings 13. 
8:16–23) (2 Chronicles 21)

Who became king of Judah after Jehoram? (2 Kings 8:24–29)(2 Chronicles 14. 
22:1–7)

What kind of king was he? (2 Kings 8:24–29)(2 Chronicles 22:1–7)15. 
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Who did Ahaziah listen to for counsel during his short reign? (2 Kings 8:24–29)16. 
(2 Chronicles 22:1–7)

Who did God raise up to tear down the kingdoms of both “nations”? (2 Kings 17. 
9:1–37)(2 Chronicles 22:8–12)

How did Jehu ascend to the throne of Israel? (2 Kings 9:1–37)(2 Chronicles 18. 
22:8–12)

How did God use Jehu to both tear down the evil kings of the “nations” and 19. 
build up the “nations” of Judah and Israel? (2 Kings 9:1–37)(2 Chronicles 
22:8–12)

How did Jehu fulfi ll Elijah’s prophecies for the kingdom of Israel and Judah?20. 
(2 Kings 9:1–37)(2 Kings 10:1–17)(2 Chronicles 22:8–12)

After executing God’s justice against the house of Ahab, to what did Jehu turn 21. 
his attention next? (2 Kings 10:18–31)

Was Jehu complete in his zeal for the Lord as he told Jehonadab he was going 22. 
to be? Explain your answer. (2 Kings 10:18–31)

What promise did God make Jehu because of his service to Him? (2 Kings 23. 
10:18–31)

How did God tear down the land because of the sins of Jehu? (2 Kings 10:32–24. 
36)

Who became king in Jehu’s place? (2 Kings 10:32–36)25. 

Comprehend It

Why did the king give back the Shunammite woman’s property, crops and 1. 
wealth?
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How did the king do even more than the woman asked or expected?2. 

Why did Elisha tell Hazael to go and lie to Ben-hadad about recovering from 3. 
his sickness? Or does he?

Why would God have Elisha anoint Hazael king of Aram if He knew Hazael 4. 
was going to do all of the atrocious things that caused Elisha to weep?

Why did the kings not learn from one another about following God or living 5. 
in sin?

Why did Ahaziah not pick diff erent counselors than those his grandfather had 6. 
kept?

Was Ahaziah’s mother helpful or not? How so?7. 

Is it signifi cant that God called up a man from Israel to take the throne of 8. 
Judah? Why or why not?

Why did Jehu not become king over both Israel and Judah after killing both 9. 
of their kings?

Is this what you expected to happen? Why or why not?10. 

Did the people hesitate to follow a new king? Why or why not?11. 

List the prophecies of Elijah that Jehu fulfi lled:12. 

What was the purpose of calling all of the worshippers of Baal together?13. 

Was it a sin for Jehu to off er a burnt sacrifi ce to Baal? Why or why not?14. 
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Why did Jehu wipe out Baal worship, but follow the worship of golden calves 15. 
at Bethel and Dan?

What does this tell you about partial obedience to God?16. 

Connect It

In this lesson, we saw that God is both the builder and the wrecking ball. 1. 
Describe a time when God was the builder of something good in your life:

Describe a time when God was the wrecking ball to remove something from 2. 
your life:

Is it easier for you to love God when He is building than when He is wrecking? 3. 
Why?

What do you sense God needs to build into your life right now?4. 

What do you sense God needs to wreck out of your life right now?5. 

Is there anything in your life which you would consider “off  limits” for God to 6. 
take away?

Is there anything in your life which you would consider “off  limits” for God to 7. 
build into your life right now?

What should our attitudes be in this area, when the cross of Christ is fi gured 8. 
into the equation?

Spend some time praying and surrendering those things you have set “off  limits” 9. 
for God and thank Him for the things He is doing in your life at this time.
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LESSON FORTY:
The Lord Gives and the Lord Takes Away 

2 Kings 10:22–12:21, 2 Chronicles 23–24

According to George Barna, there is a group of people in our churches who are under 
attack and are falling on the battlefi eld of the siege for the mind. Th is is our teenagers 
and children. According to Barna, 85% of the people that are born again enter into this 
relationship before age 18. Of those that are born again as teens or children, 80% of these 
will leave the church after they leave home to go to college or work and will not return to 
our churches unless they are faced with a crisis later in life.

Why are they so committed and sold out as children and teens, but forget God when 
they grow older? Th e answer is both simple and diffi  cult to understand: they do not own 
their faith. Th ey live out the faith their parents give them or teach them or show them, 
but they are not equipped to understand their faith or own their relationship with God. 
When they leave home, and the infl uence of those that have given them this faith, they 
lose the faith by following others that seem to be intelligent and present other options for 
them to follow.

How do we reverse this trend? Good question. According to Barna, we must teach our 
children and teens not only what to believe but why to believe it and even teach them the 
objections others will raise against what they believe. Many churches attempt to do this 
through confi rmation classes or through special conferences, but they often allow others 
to do the teaching. If we do not want to keep losing our teens and children, we must join 
in the eff ort.

Th is is not a new trend. In this lesson, we meet a king who seems to have it all together. His 
life is preserved by God. He is put on the throne through the grace of God. He is involved 
in a great revival in the land. He is part of instituting reforms throughout the kingdom 
of Judah. It looks like he will go down in history as one of the greatest kings since David. 
Th en he falls away and ends up being one of the worst kings in the history of Judah. How 
did this happen? We will see that he never really owned his relationship with God, but 
only acted out the directions of those around him. What about you? If someone brought 
objections to the Christian faith to you, would you be able to answer them or would you 
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have to go to the pastor or your Sunday school teacher for the answers? What can you do 
to understand your faith more and to help your relationship with Christ to grow?

Consider It

Who was in charge of the land after Jehu died? (2 Kings 11:1–3)(2 Chronicles 1. 
22:10–11)

What did this person do to keep anyone from taking the throne? (2 Kings 11:1–3)2. 
(2 Chronicles 22:10–11)

Was she successful? Why or why not? (2 Kings 11:1–3)(2 Chronicles 22:10–3. 
11)

How did Jehoiada, the priest, protect Jehoash the King? (2 Kings 11:4–12)4. 
(2 Chronicles 23:1–11)

How and why did Athaliah die? (2 Kings 11:13–21)(2 Chronicles 23:12–15)5. 

What was the fi rst thing Jehoiada did after Athaliah was dead? (2 Kings 11:13–21)6. 
(2 Chronicles 23:16–21)

How did the people react to the death of Athaliah? (2 Kings 11:13–21)7. 
(2 Chronicles 23:16–21)

How old was Jehoash when he became king? (2 Kings 11:13–21)(2 Chronicles 8. 
24:1–3)

How long did Jehoash reign in Judah? (2 Kings 12:1–3)(2 Chronicles 24:1–3)9. 

What kind of king did Jehoash start out to be? (2 Kings 12:1–3)(2 Chronicles 10. 
24:1–3)

What was the fi rst project Jehoash undertook as king? (2 Kings 12:4–16)11. 
(2 Chronicles 24:4–7)
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How did he plan to fund the project? (2 Kings 12:4–16)(2 Chronicles 24:4–12. 
7)

What did the priests do with the money they collected? (2 Kings 12:4–16)13. 
(2 Chronicles 24:4–7)

How did Jehoash collect money after the fi rst failure? (2 Kings 12:4–16)14. 
(2 Chronicles 24:8–14)

How did Jehoash respond to the death of Jehoiada? (2 Chronicles 24:15–19)15. 

Who did God raise up to call Jehoash back to Him? (2 Chronicles 24:20–22)16. 

How did Jehoash respond to His call? (2 Chronicles 24:20–22)17. 

What happened when Hazael attacked the cities of Judah? (2 Chronicles 18. 
24:23–27)

How did Jehoash keep Hazael from attacking Jerusalem? (2 Kings 12:17–21)19. 

How did Jehoash die? (2 Chronicles 24:23–27)20. 

Comprehend It

What other story in the Bible have we studied where someone was killing all 1. 
of the boys and someone hid a boy to keep him safe?

How is this story similar?2. 

How is it diff erent?3. 

Why was Jehoiada so concerned with putting Jehoash on the throne?4. 
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How did God use Jehoiada to make this happen?5. 

Why did Jehoiada not want Athaliah put to death in the temple?6. 

Who was actually leading the institution of reforms during Jehoash’s reign?7. 

How did God use Jehoash to rebuild the temple?8. 

What was the greatest turning point of Jehoash’s reign? Why?9. 

How did Jehoash reign after this point?10. 

Why did Jehoash not follow Jehoiada’s son Zechariah?11. 

How did God get Jehoash’s attention after he fell?12. 

How did Jehoash respond to God’s eff orts?13. 

Why does the Bible mention the nationality of the servants that brought 14. 
Jehoash down?

Connect It

Summarize Jehoash’s reign in your own words:1. 

List some of the signifi cant blessings God has given you in your life (in order 2. 
if possible):

From this list, would you say God has or has not been involved in your life?3. 

How do you think you would react if God did not provide great blessings for 4. 
you?
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If you could not attend church, read your Bible or communicate with other 5. 
believers, would you still follow God? Explain your answer.

Name someone that you are following as a Christian (i.e., particular pastor, 6. 
Sunday school teacher, etc.)

Do you think you would continue in your faith without the infl uence of this 7. 
person? Why or why not?

Who do you lead in THEIR walk with Christ?8. 

From this lesson, what do you think you could do to help their walk?9. 

Pray and thank God for those that have infl uenced you and pray for those you 10. 
are infl uencing, that they will stay strong even if you cannot be there to lead 
them anymore.
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LESSON FORTY-ONE:
Live by the Sword…Die by the Sword 

2 Kings 13–15, 2 Chronicles 25–27

Have you ever known someone that was cutthroat in everything they did, but wanted 
grace from others when they were on the short end of the stick? I have been that way in 
the past myself. For instance, I like to play softball. Over the years, I have played on some 
teams that were, let’s just say, better than others I have played on. While this is not directly 
due to my presence on the team, it is just a fact. Anyway, I played one year when I and 
another younger man on the team were having a contest to see who could score the most 
in the park homeruns. My signature move that year was to stretch a single or double into 
a homerun through aggressive base running. I did this with a fair amount of consistency. 
One particular game, which we were winning handily, I stretched a single into a homerun 
and a member of the opposing team got upset with me. She said she did not appreciate 
the fact that we were already up by quite a bit and I was still running bases like we were 
behind. I just fi gured she was upset because I had scored.

Th e next week, when we were in a game in which we were quite far behind, the opposing 
team did the same thing to me. How do you think I reacted? I just fi gured there was 
another explanation for why they would do that other than rubbing the defeat on our faces, 
right? Hardly! I got just as upset. Th e woman that had gotten onto me the week before was 
in the stands and, after the game, asked me how it felt to have someone do that to me. I 
fi nally understood her point of view.

Th e point is that we like others to cut us some slack when they have the upper hand on us, 
so we should do the same. Jesus told us we should, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”(Mark 
12:31b) In this lesson, we fi nd some kings of Israel and Judah that wanted God to honor 
them, but they refused to honor Him. Th ey expected God to treat them well, but they 
did not want to treat God with the respect due Him. Th ey quickly forgot where their 
blessings came from, as kings, and fell into traps of idolatry, pride and neglect of their 
relationships with God. If we are not careful, we can fall into this same pattern of rise 
and fall. Hopefully, we will see the warning signs of their lives and that will keep us from 
following their examples.
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Consider It

Jehoahaz as King Over Israel

How was Jehoahaz related to Jehu? (2 Kings 13:1–9, 22–24)1. 

What kind of king was Jehoahaz? (2 Kings 13:1–9,22–24)2. 

How did God treat the people during Jehoahaz’s reign? (2 Kings 13:1–9, 3. 
22–24)

How did Jehoahaz respond to God’s provision? (2 Kings 13:1–9, 22–24)4. 

Jehoash as King of Israel

How was Jehoash related to Jehoahaz? (2 Kings 13:10–25)1. 

What kind of king was Jehoash? (2 Kings 13:10–25)2. 

How did God treat the people during Jehoash’s reign? (2 Kings 13:10–25)3. 

How did Jehoahaz respond to God’s provision? (2 Kings 13:10–25)4. 

What signifi cant event happened during Jehoash’s reign? (2 Kings 13:10–25)5. 

Why was this signifi cant? (2 Kings 13:10–25)6. 

What prophecy did Elisha make concerning Jehoash before he died? (2 Kings 7. 
13:10–25)

What was the last miracle Elisha performed? (2 Kings 13:10–25)8. 

Amaziah as King of Judah



Followers of God or Followers of Men

189 

How was Amaziah related to Joash (the king of Judah)? (2 Kings 14:1–20)1. 
(2 Chronicles 25)

What kind of king was Amaziah? (2 Kings 14:1–20)(2 Chronicles 25)2. 

What was the fi rst act that showed the kind of King Amaziah would be?3. 
(2 Kings 14:1–20)(2 Chronicles 25)

What event showed that God was still at work in Judah while Amaziah was king?4. 
(2 Kings 14:1–20)(2 Chronicles 25)

What was the downfall of Amaziah? (2 Kings 14:1–20)(2 Chronicles 25)5. 

Why did Amaziah go to battle against Israel even after being told not to?6. 
(2 Kings 14:1–20)(2 Chronicles 25)

How did Amaziah die? (2 Kings 14:1–20)(2 Chronicles 25)7. 

Azariah (Uzziah) as King of Judah

How was Azariah related to Amaziah? (2 Kings 14:21–22, 15:1–7)(2 Chronicles 1. 
26)

What kind of king was Azariah? (2 Kings 14:21–22, 15:1–7)(2 Chronicles 2. 
26)

How did God provide for the people during Azariah’s reign?3. 
(2 Kings 14:21–22, 15:1–7)(Chronicles 26)

How large was Azariah’s army? (2 Chronicles 26)4. 

What was Uzziah’s downfall? (2 Chronicles 26)5. 
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How did God punish Uzziah for his downfall? (2 Chronicles 26)6. 

Jeroboam II as King of Israel

How was Jeroboam related to Joash? (2 Kings 14:23–29)1. 

What kind of king was Jeroboam? (2 Kings 14:23–29)2. 

How did God provide for the people while Jeroboam was king? (2 Kings 3. 
14:23–29)

Who was the prophet of Israel during Jeroboam’s reign? (2 Kings 14:23–29)4. 

Zechariah as King of Israel

How was Zechariah related to Jeroboam? (2 Kings 15:8–12)1. 

What kind of king was Zechariah? (2 Kings 15:8–12)2. 

How did Zechariah die? (2 Kings 15:8–12)3. 

Shallum as King of Israel

How was Shallum related to Zechariah? (2 Kings 15:13–15)1. 

How was Shallum’s end like Shallum’s beginning as king? (2 Kings 15:13–2. 
15)

Menahem as King of Israel

How was Menahem related to Shallum? (2 Kings 15:16–22)1. 
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What kind of king was Menahem? (2 Kings 15:16–22)2. 

How did Menahem treat the people of the land? (2 Kings 15:16–22)3. 

How did Menahem lead the people in battle? (2 Kings 15:16–22)4. 

Pekahiah as King of Israel

How was Pekahiah related to Menahem? (2 Kings 15:23–26)1. 

What kind of king was Pekahiah? (2 Kings 15:23–26)2. 

How did Pekahiah die? (2 Kings 15:23–26)3. 

Pekah as King of Israel

How was Pekah related to Pekahiah? (2 Kings 15:27–31)1. 

What kind of king was Pekah? (2 Kings 15:27–31)2. 

What happened to the people of the land during Pekah’s reign? (2 Kings 3. 
15:27–31)

How did Pekah die? (2 Kings 15:27–31)4. 

Jotham as King of Judah

How was Jotham related to Azariah (Uzziah)? (2 Kings 15:32–38)(2 Chronicles 1. 
27)

What kind of king was Jotham? (2 Kings 15:32–38)(2 Chronicles 27)2. 
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What part of royal life did Jotham neglect? (2 Kings 15:32–38)(2 Chronicles 3. 
27)

How did God provide for the people under Jotham’s reign? (2 Kings 15:32–38)4. 
(2 Chronicles 27)

To what does the Chronicler attribute Jotham’s success? (2 Chronicles 27)5. 

Comprehend It

What patterns do you notice from the reigns of all of the kings of these 1. 
chapters?

How does the title of this lesson apply to this pattern?2. 

What lesson can be learned from each of the kings’ lives?3. 
a. Jehoahaz of Israel (2 Kings 13:1–9, 22–24)
b. Joash of Israel (2 Kings 13:10–13, 25)
c. Amaziah of Judah (2 Kings 14:1–20)(2 Chronicles 25)
d. Azariah (Uzziah) (2 Kings 14:21–22, 15:1–7)(2 Chronicles 26)
e. Jeroboam II of Israel (2 Kings 14:23–29)
f. Zechariah of Israel (2 Kings 15:8–12)
g. Shallum of Israel (2 Kings 15:13–15)
h. Menahem of Israel (2 Kings 15:16–22)
i. Pekahiah of Israel (2 Kings 15:23–26)
j. Pekah of Israel (2 Kings 15:27–31)
k. Jotham of Judah (2 Kings 15:32–38)(2 Chronicles 27)

List the things that brought down some of the good kings from these 4. 
chapters:

Why was the death of Elisha so signifi cant?5. 

What would it be like to live during this time?6. 
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Where was the greatest threat to God’s people at this time? Within or 7. 
without?

Why?8. 

How is the cycle of the people of the days of the kings similar to the cycle of 9. 
the people under the judges?

What does this tell you?10. 

God did some good and some bad for the people, regardless of the kind of king 11. 
they had. What does this tell you?

Connect It

Amaziah led well until idolatry caused him to turn away from God. Is idolatry 1. 
an issue for you, in your Christian life? Why or why not?

Azariah (Uzziah) led well until pride caused him to turn away from God. Is 2. 
pride an issue for you, in your Christian life? Why or why not?

Th e series of Kings of Israel became king by killing the king and then they 3. 
were killed. Th is seems to be against Jesus’ teaching to love others as you love 
yourself. What lessons have you learned in life by others treating you the way 
you have treated others?

Th e kings of this chapter had a penchant for forgetting God was the source of 4. 
their kingdom and their success. What area of life do you need to thank God 
for right now?

Is there anything in your life that God has provided that you need to ask His 5. 
forgiveness for taking the credit yourself?

How can you make sure this does not happen in the future?6. 
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LESSON FORTY-TWO:
Where Does My Help Come From? 

2 Kings 16–17, 2 Chronicles 28

I fi nd it strange that most of us think we can do a better job of running our lives than 
God. Most of us think we are smarter than God, stronger than God and better than God. 
Oh, we would never come out and say so, but our lives tell another story. Take for instance 
the story of Jonah, who lived during the period we have been studying. Since a child, we 
have heard the story of how this man was swallowed by a great fi sh and spit up on dry 
land exactly where God had told him to go, but let’s consider the following observations 
of Jonah’s life:

Jonah thought he knew better than God where he should go to serve as God’s • 
prophet.

Jonah thought he knew better than God who he should preach to.• 

Jonah thought he knew better than God how to treat those that were enemies • 
of Israel.

Jonah thought he knew better than God how the people would react to his • 
message.

Jonah thought he could outrun God to Tarshish.• 

Jonah thought he could control the outcome of his life by having the sailors • 
throw him overboard.

Jonah thought he knew better than God when a vine should or should not grow • 
over him in the desert.

We have seen over and over throughout the books of 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, and 1 & 2 
Chronicles that God had plans for the people of Israel, but they thought they knew better. 
He wanted to be their sole source of protection, provision, and personal devotion, but they 
refused to listen and went looking for help from others that could not provide what they 
needed. In this lesson, we may be just a little tempted to sit back and say, “Good! Th ey 
got what was coming to them.” Before we say this, we must ask ourselves the question, 
“Where does my help come from?”
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Consider It

How was Ahaz related to Jotham? (2 Kings 16:1–6)(2 Chronicles 28:1–4)1. 

What kind of king was Ahaz? (2 Kings 16:1–6)(2 Chronicles 28:1–4)2. 

How did God try to get Ahaz’s attention to turn him from his sin? (2 Kings 16:1–6)3. 
(2 Chronicles 28:1–8)

How did God protect Judah from being destroyed completely? (2 Chronicles 4. 
28:9–15)

What were the Israelites planning to do with the people of Judah? (2 Chronicles 5. 
28:9–15)

To whom did Ahaz turn for help against the King of Aram? (2 Kings 16:7–6. 
20)

What did it cost Ahaz for this help? (2 Kings 16:7–20)7. 

Who did Ahaz give credit for his survival? (2 Kings 16:7–20)8. 

How did Ahaz attempt to solidify his new alliance? (2 Kings 16:7–20)9. 

Who became king in Israel after Pekah? (2 Kings 17:1–6)10. 

What kind of king was he? (2 Kings 17:1–6)11. 

What mistakes did Hoshea make in trying to win his battles with the king of 12. 
Assyria? (2 Kings 17:1–6)

How did God repay Hoshea and the people of Israel for their wickedness?13. 
(2 Kings 17:1–6)



Dr. Jack M. Jacob

196

Match the sin of the Israelites with the verse that references the sin:14. 

a. 2 Kings 17:7
b. 2 Kings 17:8
c. 2 Kings 17:9a
d. 2 Kings 17:9b
e. 2 Kings 17:10
f. 2 Kings 17:11
g. 2 Kings 17:12
h. 2 Kings 17:16a
i. 2 Kings 17:16b
j. 2 Kings 17:16c
k. 2 Kings 17:16d
l. 2 Kings 17:16e
m. 2 Kings 17:17a
n. 2 Kings 17:17b
o. 2 Kings 17:17c
p. 2 Kings 17:17d

Forsook God’s commands

Sold themselves into slavery

Made their children pass through the fi re

Built high places to worship false gods

Feared other gods

Burned incense to other gods

Worshipped the stars in heaven

Practiced enchantments (witchcraft)

Walked in the customs of foreigners

Served idols and ignored God’s warning

Committed secret sins against God

Practiced divination (talking to the dead)

Set up Asherim and pillars in the hills

Made molten images of two calves

Made an Asherah in the temple

Served Baal

How did God reach out to the Israelites to draw them back from their wickedness?15. 
 (2 Kings 17:7–23)

How did God deal with their sin? (2 Kings 17:7–23)16. 

How did God deal with the people that moved into the land to take the place 17. 
of the Israelites? (2 Kings 17:24–41)

Why did the new inhabitants of the land think they were being eaten by lions?18. 
(2 Kings 17:24–41)

What did the king of Assyria do to protect the people? (2 Kings 17:24–41)19. 

What caused the lions to go away? (2 Kings 17:24–41)20. 
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Did the new inhabitants do a better job of obeying God? Why or why not?21. 
(2 Kings 17:24–41)

Comprehend It

What does it mean that Ahaz made his son pass through the fi re in 2 Kings 1. 
16:3?

Why did Ahaz turn to the king of Assyria to help with fi ghting the king of 2. 
Aram?

How should Urijah have responded to Ahaz’s request to build the altar of the 3. 
gods of Assyria in the temple?

Why did he not do this?4. 

Why did Ahaz keep the bronze altar after turning aside to the altar of the gods 5. 
of Assyria for his sacrifi ces?

After the arrangement of the altars as parallels, what did Ahaz do next with 6. 
the temple?

Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 7. 
love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and wealth.” How does this scripture apply to Ahaz’s situation with 
the gods of Assyria?

Why did the king of Assyria destroy Israel and carry off  its inhabitants?8. 

What impact does the exile of Israel still have on this region today?9. 

Did the people that moved into Israel act just like the Israelites while they lived 10. 
in the land? Why or why not?

Why did God not destroy them as He had the Israelites?11. 
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What does this teach you about God’s standard for the life of believers versus 12. 
the world?

Connect It

One of Ahaz’s biggest mistakes was looking to other sources for his deliverance 1. 
from the King of Aram, instead of God. Describe a time in your life when you 
looked to someone or somewhere else for help with a problem:

What did you learn from the experience?2. 

Next, Ahaz attempted to include God in his plans, but only when it suited him 3. 
and he tried to set the rules instead of following God’s rules. Have you ever 
done this? If so, describe it:

What did you learn from the experience?4. 

Th e nation of Israel was destroyed and sent into exile. Th is text tells us they did 5. 
not listen to the words of warning that God sent them through the prophets. 
Has there ever been a time when God tried to use a fellow Christian brother 
or sister to correct you? If so, describe it.

How did you respond?6. 

Has God ever used you to correct someone else? If so, describe it.7. 

How did they respond?8. 

How can this lesson be applied to your life right now?9. 
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LESSON FORTY-THREE:
Public Faith vs. Private Faith 

2 Kings 18–20, 2 Chronicles 29–32

Many things in life are harder to do in performance than they are in practice. Th is is true 
in nearly all arenas of life. Take, for instance, the area of studying physics versus actually 
using it to play a game like pool. I understand the theories involved in the process of the 
game. It involves force, angles, inertia, defl ection, etc. Now, to actually sink a pool ball 
in the pocket at which I aim …that is something entirely diff erent. Th is reminds me of 
a story…

When in high school, I wrestled. My sophomore year of high school, my wrestling coach 
was the assistant football coach and told me I had to wrestle or I would not start in football. 
I love football, so I kept my word and went out for wrestling after football season was over. 
I had only wrestled at one tournament prior to this year and really had no idea of what 
I was doing. I went to practice and worked with the other wrestlers. We ran drills and 
practiced moves. I thought I was doing pretty well. And then the true test came.

We had our fi rst wrestling dual against a Catholic school in Tulsa, Oklahoma, that was not 
supposed to have a very good wrestling team. We were excited because it looked like we 
would win our fi rst dual. Coach decided to start me at the 190 lbs. class. I was to wrestle 
the only member of their team that had gone to state the year before. He had not placed, 
but he had gone to state.

Th e night progressed pretty much like we thought. We won the matches at 101, 108, 115, 
123, 130, 136, 141, 148, 157, 168, 178 and they had a forfeit at heavyweight. It looked 
like we might just win this thing without losing a match. Th en it was my turn to wrestle. 
I stood on the mat, just like in practice. I faced my opponent just like I had in practice. 
Th e whistle blew, just like in practice. Th at was the last thing that happened like it had 
in practice. I tried to take my opponent down, but he wouldn’t go. I tried the moves we 
practiced, but they did not work. What was I going to do now? To make a long story 
short, we wrestled until well into the third period and I got pinned! Th is was not how it 
happened in practice! What went wrong?

After the match, my coach came over and congratulated me for lasting into the third 
period. He said he thought I would get pinned in the fi rst period! When I asked him why, 
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he said, “Because wrestling in a real match is sometimes diff erent than practice because 
the opponent wants to win as bad as you do, and maybe even more!”

In this lesson, we fi nally have a king in Judah that looks like he is going to clean up the land 
and lead the people back to the worship of God. Everything goes great when the reforms 
are just within the borders of Israel, but what will happen when he faces some real tests to 
his faith? Similarly, what happens to us when we face tests to our faith? When we get out 
of our prayer closet, the worship service, or the men’s or women’s conference? How will 
we react? Maybe by observing Hezekiah’s reactions, and God’s actions, we will do better 
when we face the real issue of taking our private faith and making it public.

Consider It

How was Hezekiah related to Ahaz? (2 Kings 18:1–12)(2 Chronicles 29:1–4)1. 

What kind of king was Hezekiah? (2 Kings 18:1–12)(2 Chronicles 29:1–4)2. 

How did God treat the people during Hezekiah’s reign? (2 Kings 18:1–12)3. 

Match the following reforms during Hezekiah’s reign with the verses that 4. 
describe them:

a.
b. 2 Chronicles 29:1–3
c. 2 Chronicles 29:4
d. 2 Chronicles 29:5–15
e. 2 Chronicles 29:16–19
f. 2 Chronicles 29:20–28
g. 2 Chronicles 29:29–30:12
h. 2 Chronicles 30:13–27
i. 2 Chronicles 31:1–2
j. 2 Chronicles 31:3–21

 Humbling themselves in repentance
 Opening the temple for worship
 Observance of the Passover
 Consecrating the Levites for service
 Reassembling the Levites for service
 Tithing for the work of the temple
 Consecrating the temple and its objects
 Tearing down the idols and false gods
 Restoring Worship at the temple

What test of Hezekiah’s faith came fi rst? (2 Kings 18:13–19:7)(2 Chronicles 5. 
32:1–8)

How did Hezekiah react to this test initially? (2 Kings 18:13–19:7)(2 Chronicles 6. 
32:1–8)
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From Rabshakeh’s message to Hezekiah, what had Hezekiah done next to 7. 
respond to this challenge? (2 Kings 18:21)

Having exhausted all other means of defeating this challenge, how did Hezekiah 8. 
fi nally respond? (2 Kings 19:1–7)(2 Chronicles 32:1–8)

How did God respond to Hezekiah? (2 Kings 19:1–7)(2 Chronicles 32:1–8)9. 

What challenged the faith of Hezekiah next? (2 Kings 19:8–37)(2 Chronicles 10. 
32:9–23)

How did Hezekiah respond to this challenge? (2 Kings 19:8–37)(2 Chronicles 11. 
32:9–23)

How did God respond to Hezekiah during this challenge to his faith? (2 Kings 12. 
19:8–37) (2 Chronicles 32:9–23)

How did God defend Hezekiah during this challenge? (2 Kings 19:8–37)13. 
(2 Chronicles 32:9–23)

What was Hezekiah’s next challenge to his faith? (2 Kings 20:1–11)14. 
(2 Chronicles 32:24–25)

How did Hezekiah respond to this challenge? (2 Kings 20:1–11)(2 Chronicles 15. 
32:24–25)

How did God respond? (2 Kings 20:1–11)(2 Chronicles 32:24–25)16. 

What miracle did God perform to show Hezekiah he could trust Him for his 17. 
provision? (2 Kings 20:1–11) (2 Chronicles 32:24–25)

What was Hezekiah’s fi nal challenge to this faith? (2 Kings 20:12–21)(2 18. 
Chronicles 32:26–33)
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How did Hezekiah respond to God during this challenge? (2 Kings 20:12–21)19. 
(2 Chronicles 32:26–33)

What was the result of Hezekiah’s response to this challenge? (2 Kings 20:12–21)20. 
(2 Chronicles 32:26–33)

Comprehend It

Why did the writer of 2 Kings mention the fall of Israel when describing the 1. 
success of Judah?

Why was each of the reforms below important?2. 
a. Opening the temple for worship
b. Reassembling the Levites for service
c. Consecrating the Levites for service
d. Consecrating the temple for worship
e. Restoring worship at the temple
f. Humbling themselves in repentance
g. Observing the Passover
h. Tearing down the idols and false gods
i. Tithing to provide for God’s work at the temple

Why did Hezekiah institute these reforms in this order?3. 

Why was the attack of Sennacherib such a challenge for Hezekiah?4. 

Why did God not punish Hezekiah for his initial responses to the fi rst 5. 
challenge?

How was the second challenge to Hezekiah’s faith diff erent than the fi rst?6. 

God could have acted on Hezekiah’s behalf at any time during any of these 7. 
challenges. Why did God always wait for Hezekiah to come to Him before 
acting?

How was Hezekiah’s third challenge diff erent from the other two?8. 
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From Hezekiah’s response, would you say he learned his lessons through these 9. 
challenges? Why or why not?

What lessons do you think God was attempting to teach Hezekiah?10. 

Was he in need of these lessons? Why or why not?11. 

In what way was Hezekiah’s fi nal challenge to his faith the worst of the four?12. 

Have you ever faced this same challenge in your life? Describe it:13. 

Hezekiah’s response to this challenge aff ected people long after his lifetime. 14. 
What does this tell you about how you choose to live for God?

Connect It

Of the reforms that Hezekiah instituted, which reform applies most to you?1. 

What do you need to do about that reform in your private life?2. 

What do you need to do about that reform in your public life?3. 

Do you fi nd it easier to live for God in public or in private?4. 

Why?5. 

Hezekiah’s fi rst challenge to his faith was in facing the enemy’s work in his 6. 
life and land. What struggles are you facing that might be Satan just trying to 
defeat you?

How is God leading you to deal with this challenge?7. 
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Hezekiah’s next challenge to his faith came from within as he not only had to 8. 
face the enemy, but also the demoralizing of his own people. What struggles 
are you facing right now for which you feel like everyone else has given in and 
given up and you are facing this challenge alone?

How is God leading you to deal with this challenge?9. 

Hezekiah’s third challenge to his faith came when he became sick. Are you 10. 
facing any physical challenges right now that are causing you to question your 
faith? Describe them:

How is God leading you to deal with this challenge?11. 

Hezekiah’s last challenge was his greatest. It was the challenge of ease. Th e 12. 
wars were over and times were good and he began to feel full of himself and 
forgot that he was still in a battle. How does this challenge apply to your life?

How is God leading you to deal with this challenge?13. 

God waited for Hezekiah to bring his needs to God before acting on them. Pray 14. 
and ask God to help you to deal with any of these challenges as He is leading
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LESSON FORTY-FOUR:
Learn and Turn or Fail to Learn and Burn 

2 Kings 21–23:27, 2 Chronicles 33–35

Th ere is an old saying: “Th ere is no such thing as an atheist in a foxhole.” Or maybe you 
have heard it said this way: “As long as there are tests in school, there will be prayer in 
school.” Both of these statements prove but one thing: It is easier to say you will change 
than it is to actually change. Why is it so hard to change? Because it requires faithful 
action. Why is it so easy to say we will change and yet fail to do so? Because we don’t do 
anything diff erently, but we expect diff erent results.

As a chief in the Navy, one of my jobs was to reconcile our ship’s budget (kind of like 
a great big checkbook). Part of this was making sure that the balance of the account 
matched what our headquarters unit said we were supposed to have and fi guring out 
where the diff erences came from. In order to do this, I had to be honest about where we 
were and where we were supposed to be. My fi rst time of reconciling this account on my 
last ship was a disaster. I could not fi gure out why we did not have the right fi gures, but 
all of the previous reports indicated we had the correct balance. After some investigation, 
I discovered why.

Th e previous fi nancial manager had never actually reconciled the account. He would just 
tell the headquarters that his fi gure agreed with theirs and would write off  the diff erence 
on his books. I had to go back and reconcile three previous years’ worth of statements in 
order to fi gure out where we were fi nancially. It took a long time, but I fi nally accomplished 
the task only to discover we had a lot more funding left than we thought we had. Th e 
previous fi nancial manager was reprimanded and would retire at his current pay grade. 
What had happened?

What had happened was the man had told others he had changed, but never actually 
took the actions needed to DO diff erently. In this lesson, we see two genuine examples 
of genuine change and one example of feigned or pretended change. Th e results are 
remarkably diff erent and serve to highlight our need for true repentance in the life of a 
believer in Jesus Christ. Th rough this, we should be challenged to search our hearts for 
proof we have repented and truly given our hearts and lives to God. We should also be 
challenged to search to see what still needs attention and change.



Dr. Jack M. Jacob

206

Consider It

Who became king of Judah after Hezekiah? (2 Kings 21:1–9)(2 Chronicles 1. 
33:1–9)

How was this king related to Hezekiah? (2 Kings 21:1–9)(2 Chronicles 33:1–2. 
9)

What kind of king did he start out to be? (2 Kings 21:1–9)(2 Chronicles 3. 
33:1–9)

What specifi c things did this king do? (2 Kings 21:1–9)(2 Chronicles 33:1–9)4. 

How did God describe the nation of Judah during this time? (2 Kings 21:1–9)5. 
(2 Chronicles 33:1–9)

How did God try to bring the people back to Himself during this time?6. 
(2 Kings 21:10–18)(2 Chronicles 33:10–20)

What did God warn He would do if they did not turn back? (2 Kings 21:10–18)7. 
(2 Chronicles 33:10–20)

How did Manasseh respond to God’s deliverance into the hands of the Assyrians?8. 
(2 Chronicles 22:10–20)

What was diff erent about Manasseh after his trip to Assyria? (2 Chronicles 9. 
33:10–20)

Who became king after Manasseh? (2 Kings 21:19–26)(2 Chronicles 33:21–10. 
25)

How was he related to Manasseh? (2 Kings 21:19–26)(2 Chronicles 33:21–11. 
25)

What kind of king was he? (2 Kings 21:19–26)(2 Chronicles 33:21–25)12. 
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How long did he reign? (2 Kings 21:19–26)(2 Chronicles 33:21–25)13. 

How did his reign end? (2 Kings 21:19–26)(2 Chronicles 33:21–25)14. 

Who became king after Ammon? (2 Kings 22:1–7)(2 Chronicles 34:1–13)15. 

How was he related to Ammon? (2 Kings 22:1–7)(2 Chronicles 34:1–13)16. 

What kind of king was he? (2 Kings 22:1–7)(2 Chronicles 34:1–13)17. 

What project did Josiah undertake fi rst as king? (2 Kings 22:1–7)(2 Chronicles 18. 
34:1–13)

What project was next? (2 Kings 22:1–7)(2 Chronicles 34:1–13)19. 

What book did Hilkiah, the high priest, fi nd when cleaning out the treasury?20. 
(2 Kings 22:8–20)(2 Chronicles 34:14–30)

How did Josiah respond when Shaphan read the book to him? (2 Kings 22:8–20)21. 
(2 Chronicles 34:14–30)

Who did Hilkiah go see to hear from God? (2 Kings 22:8–20)(2 Chronicles 22. 
34:14–30)

What was God’s answer to Josiah’s repentance? (2 Kings 22:8–20)23. 
(2 Chronicles 34:14–30)

How did Josiah show his repentance? (2 Kings 23:1–27)(2 Chronicles 34:31–24. 
35:19)

How did God treat Judah during the rest of Josiah’s lifetime? (2 Kings 23:1–27)25. 
(2 Chronicles 34:31–35:19)
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How did Josiah die? (2 Chronicles 35:20–27)26. 

Comprehend It

Why did Manasseh go back to the sins of his fathers after having seen his 1. 
father’s repentance?

Why is it signifi cant that 2 Kings 21:9 mentions the wickedness of the people 2. 
as worse than the nations God had driven out of the land?

Why did Judah not learn from Israel’s example?3. 

Why did God continue to send prophets to speak to the people when He knew 4. 
they would not listen?

What did it take for Manasseh to have a change of heart? Why?5. 

How was Manasseh’s behavior diff erent after returning from Assyria?6. 

What did this indicate about Manasseh’s prayer to God?7. 

Why did the people not follow his example?8. 

Why did God let Manasseh rule so long, as an evil king, and only let Ammon 9. 
rule for a short time?

How was the reign of Josiah as a youth diff erent than that of Joash? (see 2 10. 
Chronicles 24)

Why did Josiah start with tearing down the false gods instead of setting up 11. 
the temple?
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What does the fact that the book of the law had been lost in the house of God 12. 
mean about the times in which Josiah lived?

Why did the high priest give the book of the law to Shaphan to read?13. 

Why did Hilkiah, the high priest, have to go to Huldah, the prophetess, to 14. 
hear from God?

What does the fact that there was a prophetess, and no prophet, indicate about 15. 
life in Judah at this time?

Why did God not change his mind about the destruction of Judah when Josiah 16. 
repented?

Why did Josiah have the people celebrate the Passover 17. after making a covenant 
with God?

Why did Josiah go to battle against Neco, king of Egypt?18. 

Why did God allow Josiah to be killed in battle by Neco, king of Egypt?19. 

Connect It

From Manasseh’s example, we see that God will forgive even the worst of sins. 1. 
How does this aff ect how you see God?

Manasseh had to repent verbally and then follow through with actions. Is there 2. 
anything in your life for which you need to repent? If yes, describe it:

Will you do so right now? Why or why not?3. 

Is there anything in your life for which you have repented of verbally, but have 4. 
not taken action to prove the words? If yes, describe it:
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Based on this lesson, how can you show your repentance to be genuine in this 5. 
area?

Write down specifi c steps you will carry out this week to show you have 6. 
repented:
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LESSON FORTY-FIVE:
The End 

2 Kings 23:28–25:30, 2 Chronicles 36

All throughout our time of studying the books of 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 
and 2 Chronicles, we have seen as God has been patient beyond measure. He gave Israel 
chance after chance to repent and return to Him. At times they did so and other times they 
simply ignored Him. Th is reminds me of a story by Christian comedian Mark Lowry.

Mark tells a story of a time when he and his brother were fi ghting. All day long they had 
been picking at each other and all day long their mother had told them to knock it off  and 
to behave themselves. Finally, the battle made its way into the kitchen where their mother 
was baking cookies for the afternoon. Th ey were just getting into the best part of their 
fi ght, which included punching and kicking and hollering, when all of the sudden…mom 
had enough. Mark tells it much funnier than I can, but their mother began to wail and 
sob uncontrollably. She was moaning about how she had failed in raising them because 
they were so violent and misbehaved. Th ey stopped fi ghting to watch mom throw her fi t, 
which was better than their fi ght according to Mark. Just about the time she really began 
to get into the throes of her fi t, the phone began to ring. Both boys prayed it was not 
their father, or they would be in big trouble. Th eir mother stopped crying and abruptly 
answered the phone with a sweet voice and no hint of the earlier fi t in her voice and they 
were astounded.

So far in our study, God has let the people of Judah and Israel have chance after chance 
to get it right, but in these chapters, God had enough! Th e idolatries, blasphemies, lack 
of morals and general bad behavior brought God to the point He let them be conquered 
and there is no more nation of Israel in the land. Fortunately, for us today, God seems to 
be allowing time for people to repent and turn to Him. He is letting the sin of our day 
run rampant and He is allowing us, as believers, serve Him and live for Him, in spite of 
the mistakes we make. According to the book of Revelation, there will come a day when 
God will have had enough and He will bring about desperate measures to get us to repent 
and turn to Him. According to the book, we refuse to listen, so He destroys the heavens 
and the earth and creates a new heaven and a new earth. Th ose that refused to repent will 
be destroyed and cast into hell. Th ose that repent and follow Him will be blessed with 
eternity in Heaven. As you read this lesson, ask yourself, fi rst, if you are certain you have 
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a real relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, God the Son. If not, ask someone 
studying with you how to begin that relationship. Having settled that issue, we all ought 
to take a long, hard look at our lives to determine whether or not we are following Him 
with all of our hearts and fi gure out what He wants changed in our lives and hearts and 
then go about the hard work of living out our changed hearts.

Consider It

Who became king after Josiah? (2 Kings 23:28–33)(2 Chronicles 36:1–2)1. 

What kind of king was he? (2 Kings 23:28–33)(2 Chronicles 36:1–2)2. 

How did his reign end? (2 Kings 23:28–33)(2 Chronicles 36:1–2)3. 

Who became king next? (2 Kings 23:34–37)(2 Chronicles 36:3–5)4. 

What kind of king was he? (2 Kings 23:34–37)(2 Chronicles 36:3–5)5. 

How did he become king? (2 Kings 23:34–37)(2 Chronicles 36:3–5)6. 

How did God try to get Judah to repent? (2 Kings 24:1–5)(2 Chronicles 7. 
36:6–8)

For what reason did God bring this calamity upon Judah? (2 Kings 24:1–5)8. 
(2 Chronicles 36:6–8)

Who became king next? (2 Kings 24:6–9)(2 Chronicles 36:9)9. 

What kind of king was he? (2 Kings 24:6–9)(2 Chronicles 36:9)10. 

How did this king’s reign end? (2 Kings 24:10–16)(2 Chronicles 36:10)11. 

What was the result of this king’s reign? (2 Kings 24:10–16)(2 Chronicles 12. 
36:10)
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Who became king after this king? (2 Kings 24:17–20)(2 Chronicles 36:11–13. 
16)

What was unique about this king? (2 Kings 24:17–20)(2 Chronicles 36:11–14. 
16)

How did the people of the nation react during his reign? (2 Kings 24:17–20)15. 
(2 Chronicles 36:11–16)

How did this king’s reign end? (2 Kings 24:17–20)(2 Chronicles 36:11–16)16. 

How did God try to get the people to return to Him during this king’s reign?17. 
(2 Kings 24:17–20)(2 Chronicles 36:11–16)

What last eff ort did God use to try to get the people to return to Him?18. 
(2 Kings 25:1–21)(2 Chronicles 36:17–21)

How did the people respond to this eff ort? (2 Kings 25:1–21)(2 Chronicles 19. 
36:17–21)

Why did God allow this to happen? (2 Kings 25:1–21)(2 Chronicles 36:17–20. 
21)

What was the condition of Judah after this event? (2 Kings 25:1–21)21. 
(2 Chronicles 36:17–21)

What position did Gedaliah have after Nebuchadnezzar left to go back to Babylon?22. 
(2 Kings 25:22–30)

How did the people respond to his leadership? (2 Kings 25:22–30)23. 

How did God show compassion to Jehoiachin in Babylon? (2 Kings 25:22–24. 
30)
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How did God prepare to bring the people back into the land after their captivity? 25. 
(2 Chronicles 36:22–25)(See also Ezra 1:1–4)

Comprehend It

Why did God let the people get away with so much evil for so long?1. 

Why did the people of Judah not realize God was drawing them back to 2. 
Him?

What other kings did God use to bring about His purposes and plans and what 3. 
nations were they from?

What does this tell you about the power of God?4. 

God said He was allowing this destruction of Judah because of the sins of 5. 
Manasseh. What does this tell you about God’s character?

Why did Zedekiah rebel against Nebuchadnezzar?6. 

Why was Zedekiah judged by God for being evil?7. 

What would it have been like to live in Jerusalem after it was plundered and 8. 
depopulated?

What does the revolt of the people, against Gedaliah, tell you about the 9. 
condition of their hearts?

God prepared to return the people to the land after their captivity. What does 10. 
this tell you about God’s character and His activities?

How could this story have gone diff erently?11. 
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Connect It

God allowed the people to go through diffi  culty to get them to realize their 1. 
need for Him. What struggles can you point to in our nation that God may be 
using to get us to turn back to Him?

What struggles are you facing right now that might be intended for this 2. 
purpose?

Based upon this passage, how should you respond to these struggles?3. 

Have you ever had a time when you did not turn back to God in struggles? If 4. 
yes, describe it:

What will you do diff erently this time?5. 

Stop and pray and ask God to help you respond in a way that is pleasing 6. 
Him.

Pray this week for our nation to hear God’s call to return to Him before it is 7. 
too late.
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